
SENATE No. 22
«' To accompany the petition of Ralph S. Bauer that provision be made
for enforcing attendance at the polls. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To enforce Attendance at the Polls.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of Part lof chapter
2 four hundred and ninety of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and nine is hereby amended by striking
4 out the word “two”, in the first line, and substi-
-5 tuting the word: twelve, —so as to read as
6 follows: Section 1 . A poll tax of twelve dol-
-7 lars shall be assessed on every male inhabitant of
8 the commonwealth above the age of twenty years,
9 whether a citizen of the United States or an alien.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

1 Section 2. Section four hundred and twelve
2 of chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the
3 acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby
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4 amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-5 ing: The presiding officer at every polling place
6 shall, after the record of the counting has been
7 made, cause said voting lists to be enclosed in an
8 envelope and sealed up, and a majority of the
9 election officers of the voting precinct or town

10 shall certify thereon to the identity of the voting
11 lists enclosed. He shall forthwith personally or
12 by the police officer or constable in attendance at
13 such election deliver said lists to the town clerk,
14 so that said section shall read as follows: Sec-
-15 tion 41®- The voting list shall be used and the
16 name of every person voting shall be checked
17 thereon in the election of all town officers whose
18 election is by law required to be by ballot, and in
19 voting upon the question of granting licenses for
20 the sale of intoxicating liquors; but in the elec-
-21 tion of other town officers the meeting shall deter-
-22 mine whether the voting list shall be used.
23 The presiding officer at every polling place shall,
24 after the record of the counting has been made,
25 cause said voting lists to be enclosed in an en-
-26 velope and sealed up, and a majority of the elec-
-27 tion officers of the voting precinct or town shall
28 certify to the identity of the voting lists enclosed.
29 He shall forthwith personally or by the police
30 officer or constable in attendance at such election
31 deliver said lists to the town clerk.

1 Section 3. City or town clerks, and in Bos-
-2 ton, the election commissioners, shall, not later
3 than ten days after a state, city or town election,
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4 transmit to the boards of assessors of their respec-
-5 tive cities or towns, certified copies of the voting
6 lists used in such elections received by them in
7 accordance with the provisions of section three
8 hundred and four of chapter eight hundred and
9 thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and

10 thirteen, and of section four hundred and twelve
11 of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five, as
12 amended by section two of this act, and checked
13 in accordance with section two hundred and
14 eighty-two of said chapter eight hundred and
15 thirty-five.

1 Section 4. The assessors of a city or town in
2 assessing the annual poll tax as required by sec-
-3 tion one of Part I of chapter four hundred and
4 ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine,
5 as amended by section one of this act, shall abate
6 the sum of five dollars on said tax assessed to
7 every poll whose name appears checked on the
8 certified copy of the voting list used at the next
9 preceding state election, and received from the

10 city qr town clerk in accordance with the provi-
-11 sions of the preceding section; and the further
12 sum of five dollars to every poll whose name ap-
-13 pears checked on the certified copy of the voting
14 list used at the next preceding city or town elec-
-15 tion and received from the city or town clerk in
16 accordance with the provisions of the preceding

17 section. They shall likewise make the same
18 abatement on the tax of any poll, who shall, not
19 later than thirty days after the receipt of his tax
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bill, appear before said assessors and make oath
that he was incapacitated by reason of illness, or
other physical infirmity which prevented him
from attending to his usual vocation, from becom-
ing registered as a voter, or from voting at any
election, participation in which would, under the
foregoing provisions, entitle him to an abatement
of his poll tax. In case any person is incapaci-
tated by illness or other physical infirmity from
attending before the assessors and mgking oath to
the foregoing facts, the oath of a physician, or of
two reputable citizens, swearing to the same facts,
shall entitle said voter to the foregoing abate-
ment. Any person whose name appears un-
checked on the certified copy of the voting list
used in said election may make affidavit or pro-
duce evidence before the assessors that he voted
at such election, and the assessors shall, if satis-
fied of the truth thereof, make the same abate-
ment on his poll tax to which he would be entitled
under the provisions of this section if his name
appeared checked on said voting list.
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1 Section 5. Unnaturalized aliens who have not
2 been residents of the United States for a period
3 sufficient to entitle them to become naturalized
4 citizens under federal law, and citizens who, for
5 any reason, are disqualified from becoming regis-
-6 tered voters, or from voting at any election, par-

-7 ticipation in which would entitle them to an abate-
-8 ment under the provisions of section three, may,
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9 not later than thirty days following receipt of
10 their tax bill, appear before the board of assessors
11 and make oath to the foregoing facts, including,
12 in the case of aliens, the date when they became
13 residents of the United States. Guardians of per-

-14 sons under guardianship for any cause other than
15 nonage, or the next friend of a person non compos
16 who has no guardian, may likewise appear before
17 said board and thereto make affidavit. There-
-18 upon the assessors shall abate the sum of ten dol-
-19 lars on the poll tax assessed to said unnaturalized
20 aliens, citizens, or persons under guardianship,
21 but if the voting disqualification of the person
22 assessed extended to but one election, the abate-
-23 ment shall be only for the sum of five dollars.
24 The assessors shall keep a record of the abate-
-25 ments made under the provisions of this section,
26 together with the facts upon which said abate-
-27 ments are based, and in assessing the poll tax in
28 any subsequent year to polls whose names appear
29 in said lists, shall forthwith make abatements on
30 the same whenever it appears, from an examina-
-31 tion of said list, that said polls would continue to
32 be entitled thereto in accordance with the pro-
-33 visions hereof.

1 Section 6. In assessing the annual tax in ac-
-2 cordance with the provisions of sections thirty-
-3 five, thirty-six and thirty-seven of Part I of chap-
-4 ter four hundred and ninety and amendments
5 thereof, the assessors shall, for the purpose of
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6 ascertaining the rate at which taxes shall be
7 assessed, estimate the poll tax on a basis of two
8 dollars on each poll, and any surplus actually col-
-9 lected on account of poll taxes in excess of said

10 estimate shall be available for appropriation for
11 any lawful purpose by their respective cities or
12 towns.


