
No. 275SENATE
To accompany the petition of John E. Beck that the Northeastern

Traction District be established and that provision be made for the
appointment of a commission to take over the lines of the Bay State
Street Railway Company, the expense of operation to be assessed upon
said district. Street Railways.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
To establish the Northeastern Traction District and

the Public Ownership and Operation of Street
Railways therein at a Maximum Fare of Five
Cents.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The cities and towns north and
2 northeast of Boston served by the lines of the
3 Bay State Street Railway Company, hereinafter
4 called the “company” shall constitute a district
5 to be known as the northeastern traction district.
6 There is also hereby established a commission of

7 three persons to be known as the northeastern
8 traction commissioners, hereinafter called the
9 commission. The members thereof shall be ap-

CJ)c Commontoealtt) of spassacinisctts.



[Jan.STREET RAILWAYS

10 pointed by the governor, with the advice and
11 consent of the council. The initial appointees
12 shall serve for three, four, and five years, respec-
-13 lively, as the governor shall designate, and until
14 their successors have been appointed and quali-
-15 fied and their respective successors shall be ap-
-16 pointed for the term of five years, and until their
17 successors have been appointed and qualified.
18 The members of the commission shall be citizens
19 of the northeastern traction district hereby estab-
-20 fished, shall hold no stock or other securities issued
21 by any street railway company operating in said
22 district, or by any lessee thereof, or in any part-
-23 nership, association, corporation or trust holding
24 any such securities, and shall hold no other office,
25 elective or appointive, while serving on said com-
-26 mission. They shall be duly sworn before enter-
-27 ing upon their duties. In case of a vacancy in
28 said commission, the governor, with the advice
29 and consent of the council, shall fill the same.
30 Any member may be removed for cause by the
31 governor, with the advice and consent of the
32 council. The governor shall designate one mem-
-33 ber to serve as chairman and may change such
34 designation whenever he makes an appointment
35 to the commission. The chairman shall receive
36 an annual salary of ten thousand dollars, and the
37 other two members of five thousand dollars each,
38 payable as promised in section

1 Section 2. All franchises, locations, licenses,

2 permits, easements, rights of way, and authority
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3 to operate cars or to use public ways for the
4 maintenance of tracks, poles, wires, conduits, and
5 other appliances heretofore granted to, or utilized
6 by the company or by any predecessor in title
7 or lessor in said district are hereby revoked and
8 annulled.

1 Section 3. The commission shall acquire by
2 purchase or take by eminent domain all the
4 property within the limits of said district owned
5 or leased by the company for street railway pur-
-6 poses, including rolling stock, tracks, poles, con-
-7 duits, car barns and their contents, tools, and
8 other appliances used by the company principally
9 in said district.

1 Section 4. The commission shall within thirty
2 days after the adoption of an order of taking
3 under the provisions of the preceding section,
4 cause a copy thereof, signed by them or by a
5 majority, to be recorded in the registry of deeds
6 for the counties of Suffolk, Middlesex, south dis-
-7 trict and Essex. Upon the recording of such
8 order, title in fee to the property taken shall
9 thereupon vest in the said district, and the right

10 to compensation or damages therefor shall there-
-11 upon vest in the company.

1 Section 5. In case the commission, the com-
-2 pany, and the receiver of the company, operating
3 the properties of said company under a decree of
4 the United States district court for the district



STREET RAILWAYS. [Jan.4

5 of Massachusetts, are unable to agree on the price
6 to be paid by the commission for such of its
7 property as may be purchased or taken under the
8 provisions of the preceding section, the amount
9 thereof shall be determined by a valuation com-

10 mission of three persons, one of whom shall be
11a member of the public service commission, to be
12 designated by the chairman of said commission,
13 the second member shall be appointed by the
14 company subject to the approval of the receiver,
15 and the third member shall be chosen by the
16 other two members, or, in case they are unable
17 to agree, by the governor.

Section 6. If the commission, the company,
or the receiver is aggrieved by the finding of the
valuation commission under the preceding sec-
tion, the aggrieved party may within six months
after the date thereof file a petition in the superior
court for the county of Suffolk, Middlesex or

Essex to have the same determined by a jury and
thereupon the proceedings shall be the same as
are provided in section one hundred and eighty-
seven of chapter two hundred and fifty-seven of
the General Acts of nineteen hundred and eighteen
so far as applicable. Upon the final determina-
tion as aforesaid of the damages found due the
company, the same shall be paid by the district.
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Section 7. The trustees shall operate within
the district limits a system of street railway lines
for the transportation of passengers, newspapers,
express matter and freight, and for such purpose

1
9

3
4



1919.] SENATE —No. 275. 5

5 shall use the lines, property and equipment ac-
-6 quired from the company under the provisions of
7 Section

,
or such extensions thereof

8 as may be constructed, and for such purposes
9 may exercise all the rights, powers and privileges

10 conferred by law upon street railway companies.
11 In such management and operation, the commis-
-12 sion shall have full authority to employ and dis-
-13 charge such officers, managers and operatives as
14 may be necessary, and the provisions of chapter
15 nineteen of the Revised Laws and amendments
16 thereto, and the rules and regulations made in
17 pursuance thereof, shall not apply to the same.

1 Section 8. The rate of fare chargeable by
2 said commission for the transportation of passen-
-3 gers shall not exceed the sum of five cents for any
4 single passage, and the distance that may be
5 travelled for a single fare shall in no case be less
6 than as established by the company in the first
7 day of July in the year nineteen hundred and
8 fourteen.

1 Section 9. The cost of acquiring the property
2 and equipment of the company, and of replenish-
-3 ing, improving and adding to the same, and the
4 expenses of operation and of making reasonable
5 provision for depreciation in excess of the oper-
-6 ating receipts of the commission, shall be paid
7 from a fund to be known as the Bay State Street
8 Railway fund. Such fund to the amount of
9 dollars shall be provided by the common-
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10 wealth, and for such purpose the treasurer and
11 receiver-general may issue the bonds or certifi-
-12 cates of indebtedness of the commonwealth for
13 such amounts as may be necessary, payable after
14 such periods, and bearing such rates of interest
15 as the treasurer and receiver-general may, with
16 the approval of the governor, determine.

1 Section 10. Upon the first day of October
2 next following the first issue of bonds or certifi-
-3 cates by the commonwealth under the provisions
4 of the preceding section, and every five years
5 thereafter, the supreme judicial court sitting in
6 equity shall, upon application of the treasurer
7 and receiver-general or of the commission, appoint
8 three commissioners who shall, after due notice
9 and hearing, and in such manner as they shall

10 deem justand equitable, determine the proportion
11 in which each of the cities and towns constituting
12 the district shall annually pay money into the
13 treasury of the commonwealth for the ensuing
14 term of five years, by way of reimbursing the
15 commonwealth, and shall return their award into
16 said court, and when said award shall have been
17 confirmed by said court, the cities and towns shall
18 make payments accordingly.

1 Section 11. This act shall be submitted to
2 the several cities and towns constituting the said
3 district at the next state election in the form of
4 the following question to be placed upon the
5 official ballot: — Shall an act passed in the cur-
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6 rent year entitled “An act to establish the north-
' eastern traction district and the public owner-

S ship and operation of street railways therein at a
9 maximum fare of five cents”, be accepted? And

10 if a majority of all the votes cast therein in such
11 cities and towns is in the affirmative, so much of
12 this act as authorizes the appointment of a com-

-13 mission shall thereupon take effect, and remain-
-14 ing provisions thereof shall take effect upon the
15 appointment and qualification of the commission.




