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By Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, petition of the Massachusetts Federation of Taxpayers
Associations, Inc., and John F. Dolan for legislation to provide for the recovery of
payments of aid to dependent children in certain cases. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act providing for the recovery of payments of aid to
DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN CERTAIN CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 118 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section 2A, the following new section: —■
3 Section 28. Every person who has received aid from any
4 town under this chapter shall be liable in contract to such town
5 for the amount of such aid, and the estate of every such person
6 who dies, having received such aid from a town within six years
7 prior to his death, shall be liable therefor to such town and such
8 liability shall be a debt of his estate and enforced in the same
9 manner as other debts of deceased persons, subject in either

10 case to such conditions and such limitations as to the amount
11 of such liability as the department may from time to time estab-
-12 lish by rule or regulation. The ownership or possession by an
13 applicant or recipient of such aid of cash or securities or other
14 personal property readily convertible into cash, or of a deposit
15 in a savings bank or similar institution, or of cash surrender
16 values of life insurance policies, shall not disqualify the applicant
17 or recipient from receiving such aid. If, however, the aggregii
18 value of such property of the applicant or recipient is one thou-
-19 sand dollars or more the board of public welfare may, as a con-
-20 dition of granting such assistance, require the assignment to
21 the town of so much of said property exceeding one thousand
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22 dollars in value as may be assignable. No action shall be taken
23 to recover such aid from a recipient or his estate if the aggregate
24 value of such property is less than one thousand dollars. A lien
25 may be taken by the town, at the discretion of the board of
26 public welfare and in accordance with procedures established by
27 the department, on any real estate owned by an applicant or
28 recipient of such aid or in which such applicant or recipient has
29 an interest whether or not such real estate is used as a place of
30 residence by such applicant or recipient, but no such lien shall
31 be enforced on any property which is occupied in whole or in
32 part by a parent, or during his minority, by a dependent child*]
33 for whose benefit such aid is provided. No action shall be taken
34 under any provision of this section to recover such aid from any
35 person or his estate without the written approval of the depart-
-36 ment and unless it appears to the board of public welfare reason-
-37 ably certain that such action will not adversely affect the welfare
38 of any family or dependent child for whom such aid is given.

I


