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By Mr. Kaplan of Brookline and Mrs. Newman of Cambridge, petition of

Sumner Z. Kaplan and Mary B. Newman for legislation relative to the composition
of the Parole Board. Public Welfare.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act relative to the composition of the parole board and

THE METHOD OF SOLUTION THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 4of chapter 27 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by section 1 of chapter 765 of the acts of 1960, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out the entire section and inserting
4 the following section in place thereof: —•

5 Section 4. There shall be in the department, but not subject
6 to its jurisdiction, a parole board, consisting of five members,
7 who shall devote full time to their duties. Of said members, at
8 least one shall be a man and one a woman. Upon expiration of
9 the term of office of a member, his or her successor shall be ap-

-10 pointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the
11 council, who shall consult a list of persons submitted by the panel
12 described below, for a term of five years. The members of the
13 board shall devote full time to their duties.
14 Members of the parole board shall be persons with wide com-
-15 munity experience, have qualities of character and leadership,

.16 and a demonstrated interest in, and knowledge of, adult correc-
*l7 tional problems.

18 The governor shall designate one of said members as chair-
-19 man. Said chairman shall be the executive and administrative
20 head of said board, shall have the authority and responsibility
21 of directing assignments of members of said board and shall be
22 the appointing and removing authority for parole agents and
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23 other members of the parole staff. In the case of the absence or
24 disability of the chairman, the governor may designate one of
25 the other members to act as chairman during such absence or
26 disability.
27 At least thirty days prior to the appointment of a parole board
28 member, the governor shall consult with the chief justice of the
29 superior court, the chairman of the governor’s advisory com-
-30 mittee, the chairman of the administrative committee of the
31 district courts, the commissioner of rehabilitation, the president
32 of the Massachusetts Conference of Social Work, and at his dis-
-33 cretion any two other persons, to serve as a panel to recommend
34 a list of at least three persons for each such vacancy to be filled.
35 Any of the live panel members serving ex officio may appoint
36 a deputy to serve in his place.


