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By Mr. Nolen of Ware, petition of the Electronic Technicians’ Guild of Massa-
chusetts, Inc., for the establishment of a board of registration of radio and tele-
vision technicians and requiring such technicians to be licensed. State Adminis-
tration.

4

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section I. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 60, as amended by chapter
3 288 of the acts of 1960, under the caption board of radio and

4 television technicians, the following three sections:
5 Section 61. There shall be a board of registration of radio
6 and television technicians, in this section and in sections sixty-
-7 one to sixty-three inclusive, called the board, to be appointed
8 by the governor, with the advice and consent of the council for
9 a term of three vears, consisting of seven members, citizens

10 of the commonwealth for a period of live years immediately
11 prior to their appointment, six of whom shall have been actively
12 engaged in the business of repair, maintenance and servicing
13 of radio and television receivers as a full-time occupation for at

least live years prior to their appointment and who shall be
*l5 licensed radio and television technicians, and one of whom

16 shall be a representative of the public.
17 No two members of the board shall be appointed from the
18 same county. The removal from the commonwealth or the
19 revocation of the certificate of registration of a member of the
20 board shell automatically terminate his membership therein.
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21 As the term of office of a member of the board expires, his suc-
-22 cessor, qualified as aforesaid, shall be appointed by the gover-
-23 nor, with like advice and consent, to serve for three years.
24 The governor may also, with like advice and consent, fill any
25 vacancy in the board for the unexpired term.
26 Section 62. The board shall meet in February in each year at
27 such time or place as they shall determine, and shall organize
28 by electing from its own members a chairman and a secretary,
29 who shall hold their respective offices for one year. The sec-
-30 ret ary shall, before entering upon his duties, give to the static
31 treasurer a bond conditional upon the faithful discharge of hi*
32 duties in such an amount as may be determined by the board.
33 The board shall hold regular meetings inFebruary, May, August
34 and November and such additional meetings as it may deter-
-35 mine, at such times and places as may be agreed upon by its
36 members.
37 A quorum shall consist of four members. The board shall
38 appoint an administrator, who shall be a registered radio and
39 television technician and who shall continue to be so registered
40 so long as he shall hold the said office. He shall not be a member
41 of the board, shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one, shall
42 perform under the direct supervision of the board such duties
43 as the board shall from time to time designate, and shall re-
-44 ceive such salary as may be fixed in accordance with chapter
45 thirty.

46 Section 63. Each member of the board shall receive twcnty-
-47 five dollars for each day or portion thereof spent in the per-
-48 formance of his official duties; provided, that the total sum paid
49 to any member thereof shall not exceed six hundred dollars
50 in any one year; and, in addition, all necessary traveling and
51 incidental expenses actually incurred by him in connection
52 with said duties. Such compensation and expenses shall not
53 be in excess of the annual receipts for examination and regis-
54 tration paid to the Commonwealth by the board.

I
1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 87000, inserted by section
3 2 of chapter 625 of the acts of 1958, under the caption regis-

-4 TRATION OF RADIO AND TELEVISION TECHNICIANS, the following
5 nine sections:
6 Section 87PPP. For the purposes of sections eighty-
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seven PPP to eighty-seven XXX, inclusive, the following words
and phrases, unless the context otherwise requires, shall have
the following meanings;

7

8
9

“Board”, the board of registration of radio and television
technicians.

10
11

“Badio and television technician”, any person who for an-
other person and for a fee or other valuable consideration, or
with the intention or in expectation or upon the promise of
receiving or collecting a fee or other valuable consideration,
engages in the business of repairing or maintaining of television
or radio receivers.

12
13
14
15
16

4 17
“Master technician license”, license issued to any person at

least twenty-one years of age who has had at least three years
of experience in the repair and maintenance of radio and tele-
visionreceivers.

18
19

20
21

“Technician license”, license issued to any person at least
eighteen years of age, who is employed by a service dealer or
acts under the supervision of a master technician in the repair
and maintenance of radio and television receivers.

99

23
24
25

Section 87QQQ. The provisions of sections eighty-
seven PPP to eighty-seven XXX, inclusive, shall not apply
to the following; Any person repairing or maintaining his
own radio or television receiver; the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts or any agency, department or political subdivision
thereof; the United States Government or any agency or de-
partment thereof; any public or private school offering as part
of a vocational education program, courses and training in the
installation, maintenance, repair, replacement, testing, inspec-
tion and modification ofreceiving equipment and the instructors
thereof; provided, however, that the exclusion contained herein
shall be applicable only to the service of receiving equipment
rendered in and as a part of a regularly constituted vocational
program and only when such service is performed within the
confines of said school ; any manufacturer of receiving equip-
ment or the component parts thereof, when service, testing or
inspection is performed as a necessary function of manufacturer.

26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
61

38
39
40

# 4l
*

42
Section 87RRR. Except as otherwise provided, no person

shall engage in the business of or act as a radio and television
technician directly or indirectly, unless he is licensed.

43
44
45

Section 87SSS. No license to engage in business as a radio46
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47 and television technician shall be issued to any applicant unless
48 he has complied with all the pertinent provisions of sections
49 eighty-seven PPP to eighty-seven XXX, inclusive, and, if the
50 applicant is an individual, unless he shall have satisfactorily
51 passed such examination as shall be prepared by the board to
52 enable it to determine the competence of the applicant. The
53 board shall conduct such an examination at such times and
54 places as it may deem necessary and shall conduct at least two
55 examinations in each calendar year. In determining com-
-56 petence, the board shall require proof that the applicant has ,

57 the knowledge, practical experience and skill necessary for ths
58 proper maintenance and repair of television and radio receivers
59 and shall require a practical demonstration of the applicant’s
60 skill. The board shall grant a credit of five per cent to the ex-
-61 amination standing of each applicant who is a veteran, as de-
-62 fined in clause forty-third of section seven of chapter four.
63 Every license issued by the board shall expire one year after it
64 is issued and may be renewed within one year after expiration,
65 without examination, upon payment of renewal fee.
66 Section 87TTT. Applications for licenses, signed and sworn
67 to by the applicant, shall be made on forms furnished by the
68 board and shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee for ex-
-69 amination and for issuance of a license; the fee for the issuance
70 of the license shall be returned in the event the license is not
71 issued. Each applicant shall furnish evidence of good moral
72 character. No license shall be issued unless evidence of good
73 moral character as required by this section, is found.
74 No license shall be issued unless the application has been on
75 file with the board at least ten days. No master technician
76 license shall be issued to any individual under twenty-one
77 years of age, nor technician license to any person under eighteen
78 years of age. Every applicant for a license shall furnish evi-
-79 dence that he is a citizen of the United States or shall present
80 to the board a copy of his declaration of intention to become a
81 citizen of the United States, certified by the clerk of the courts
82 in which it was filed, or a certificate from the Immigration ana
83 Naturalization Service of the United States, showing that, in
84 accordance with law, he has declared his intention to become
85 such citizen, and no license shall be issued to an applicant who
86 fails to comply with these provisions. Unless an applicant who
87 is an alien and who is subsequently licensed presents to theboard
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88 his completed naturalization papers showing that he is a citizen
89 of the United States within five years following the filing of the
90 copy of certificate hereinbefore referred to, his license shall be
91 revoked.
92 Section 87UUU. The following fees shall be paid in advance
93 to the board:
94 (a) For original examination fifteen dollars.
95 ( b ) For any subsequent examination ten dollars.
96 (c) For issuance of original master technician license fifteen
97 dollars; renewal fifteen dollars.

<$ 98 (d) For issuance of original technician license ten dollars;
99 renewal five dollars

100 Section 87VVV. The board may revoke or suspend any
101 license upon proof.
102 (a) That said license was issued through error of the board or
103 obtained by fraud on the part of the applicant; or
104 (6) that the licensee is grossly incompetent; or
105 (c) that the licensee is guilty of conduct liable to mislead
106 the public; or has advertised in an untruthful or misleading
107 manner; or has represented to the customer that certain service
108 or parts are necessary in, or have been used in the repair or
109 maintenance of a radio or television receiver, when, in fact, such
110 services or parts are not necessary or have not been used in such
111 repair or maintenance.
112 Section 87WWW. (a) The board is hereby empowered to
113 conduct such investigations and hearings and to take such action
114 as may be appropriate and necessary to administer and to en-
115 force the provisions of sections eighty-seven PPP to eighty-
116 seven XXX, inclusive, and to report the violation of any pro-
117 vision of said sections to the proper prosecuting officers. The
118 board may require by summons the attendance and testimony
119 of witnesses and the production of books and papers. Witnesses
120 at hearings shall be duly sworn. Any member or agent of the
121 board designated for such purpose, may administer oaths,
122 examine witnesses and receive evidence. The board may take
123 testimony by deposition as in civil actions in the superior court.
124 In case of the failure or refusal of a witness to appear and testify
125 or to produce books and papers as required, the superior court
126 for the county in which the investigation is carried on, or for
127 the county in which the witness resides or has his principal
128 place of business, upon application by the board, shall have
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129 jurisdiction to issue to such witness an order requiring such
130 witness to appear before the board, there to produce books and
131 papers, if so ordered, or to give testimony concerning the matter
132 under investigation or in question. Witnesses summoned before
133 the board shall be paid the same fees and mileage paid to wit-
-134 nesses in civil cases in the courts.
135 (5) Decisions of the board shall be by at least a majority
136 thereof and shall be in writing, signed by the members making
137 the same, and shall contain a statement of the reasons therefor
138 including determination of each issue of fact or law necessary
139 thereto and shall be sent to each interested party. No renewal %

140 of a license shall be refused, and no license shall be suspended or
141 revoked, except after a hearing, of which at least 30 days’
142 written notice, including a statement of the grounds and a copy
143 of the complaint or charges, if any, which the board proposes to
144 consider, shall be given to the applicant for renewal or the
145 licensee, who shall have the right to appear personally and by
146 counsel at such hearing and to cross-examine witnesses and to
147 produce evidence. In the case of a decision refusing to grant
148 an original license, such a hearing shall be held, if, within ten
149 days of the receipt of the decision the applicant files a written
150 request with the board for such a hearing. The board shall fix
151 the time and place of all hearings.
152 (c) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the board refusing
153 to grant or renew, or suspending or revoking, a license after a
154 hearing, may appeal to the superior court sitting in equity for
155 the county wherein he resides or has his principal place of busi-
-156 ness, or to said court sitting in equity for the county of Suffolk;
157 provided, that such appeal shall be filed in such court within
158 twenty days following receipt of notification by the board of
159 such decision. The court shall hear all pertinent evidence and
160 determine the facts, and upon the facts as so determined, annul
161 such decision if found to exceed the authority of the board, or
162 make such decree or decision as justice and equity may require.
163 The foregoing remedy shall be exclusive, but the parties shall A
164 have all rights of appeal and exception as in other equity cases.

"

165 (d) Costs shall not be allowed against the board unless it
166 shall appear to the court that the board acted with gross negli-
-167 gence or in bad faith or with malice in making the decision ap-
-168 pealed from. Costs shall not be allowed against the party ap-
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169 pealing from the decision of the board unless it shall appear to
170 the court that said party acted in bad faith or with malice in
171 making the appeal to the court.
172 Such appeal from a decision of the board refusing renewal
173 of or suspending or revoking a license shall not operate as a stay
174 of such refusal, suspension or revocation pending the final de-
-175 termination of such appeal.
176 Section 87'X'XX. Whoever, without being licensed as re-
-177 quired by section eighty-seven RRR, engages in the business
178 of maintaining or repairing radio and television receivers, shall
179 be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor
180 more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not
181 less than thirty days nor more than three months, or both.

1 Section 3. The seven members originally appointed by the
9 mvprnnv with the advice and consent of the council, to the

Section 3. The seven members originally appointed by the
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, to the
board of registration of radio and television technicians es-
tablished by section sixty-one of chapter thirteen of the General
Laws, inserted by section one of this act, shall serve for terms of
three years, two years and one year, respectively, as the gov-
ernor may designate, and, notwithstanding the provisions of
said section, any member so appointed before September first,
nineteen hundred and sixty-three, shall not be required to be a
licensed radio and television technician.

6

(

8
9

1C

Section 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
eighty-seven PPP to eighty-seven XXX, inclusive, of chapter
one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, inserted by sec-
tion two of this act, any person who files an application for a
license as a radio and television technician with the board of
registration of radio and television technicians, hereinafter
called the board, at any time prior to December thirty-first,
nineteen hundred and sixty-three, on a form furnished by the
board containing a written statement that he is engaged in the
business of repairing and maintaining radio and television re-
ceivers in the commonwealth on the date of said application,
and has been so engaged for one year prior to said application,
and furnishes evidence that he is and is found to be of good moral
character, and pays the appropriate license fee as provided in
section eighty-seven UUU, shall, without examination or com-

1
9

3

5

6
i

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
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16 pliance with any other provision of sections eighty-seven PPP
17 to eighty-seven XXX, inclusive, be granted and issued by the
18 board, the license for which application is so made, and such
19 license shall expire one year from the date of issuance as afore-
-20 said.

t


