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By Messrs. Ansel of Boston and Klebanow of Boston, petition of Julius Ansel
and Benjamin Klebanow for adoption of resolutions by the General Court memo-
rializing Congress to enact legislation to provide medical care for the aged through
social security. Constitutional Law.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
to enact legislation to provide medical care for the aged

THROUGH SOCIAL SECURITY.

Whereas, There are sixteen million persons over sixty-five years
of age faced with the burden of high medical costs, and that sixty
per cent of these persons have incomes of one thousand dollars a
year or less; and

Whereas, Three out of five older persons have no health insurance
protection, and yet those over sixty-five can expect to spend three
times more for doctor and hospital bills, than those in their working
years; and that three out of every four Americans sixty-five or over
have one or more chronic conditions; and

Whereas, Private insurance policies sold to older persons are
either too expensive or unreliable, in that they can be cancelled
after a person gets sick; and thousands of retired persons have had
to mortgage their homes, sell cars or furniture, or do without con-
veniences to meet medical bills, and

Whereas, The Kerr-Mills Act of 1960 only provides medical aid
to those needy old folks who have first to prove they have no fi-
nancial source of help, and then must take a degrading “pauper’s
oath,” and

Whereas, The cost of medical care for the aged also puts a finan-
cial strain on children and other relatives, who often have had to
use funds saved for a better home or a college education for a
youngster in order to meet medical costs, and
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Whereas, State resources are limited, private programs are too
costly or inadequate, millions cannot afford proper medical care,
and further that medical care for the aged is a national problem
best solved by federal action; and

Whereas, There are now before Congress bills which would help
solve this problem by financing a medical care program for the aged
through Social Security, the best and most equitable method, which
would cost about twenty-five cents a week to every person now
covered by the Social Security pension program, with employers
paying an equal amount for such employee; therefore be it

Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts urges enact-
ment by the Congress of a bill to provide medical care for the aged
through Social Security, which bill would provide for all normal
hospital services, skilled nursing home services, home health serv-
ices and out-patient hospital services; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
President of the United States, to the presiding officer of each
branch of Congress, to the members thereof from this common-
wealth, and to the members of the senate finance committee and
to the members of the house ways and means committee.


