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By Mr. Campbell of Wakefield, petition of the Massachusetts City Clerks’

Association and another for legislation relative to certain election officers and tellers
in cities and towns. Election Laws.

An Act relative to certain election officers and tellers
IN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 11, as most recently amended by section
3 29 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1962, and inserting in place
4 thereof:
5 Section 11. Subject to section eleven B, the mayor of every
6 city, except where city charters provide otherwise and except as
7 provided in sections eleven A and thirty-six, shall annually, not
8 earlier than July fifteenth nor later than August fifteenth, ap-
9 point as election officers for each voting precinct, one warden,

10 one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy clerk, four inspectors
11 and four deputy inspectors, who shall, at the time of their ap-
-12 pointment, be enrolled voters in the ward of which such precinct
13 forms a part. Inspectors so appointed shall serve at primaries
14 and elections during the hours when the polls are open and shall

J 5 count the names checked on the voting lists following the closing
16 of the polls. He shall, in like manner, appoint tellers, not less
17 than six nor more than eight for each three hundred voters, to
18 canvass and count the ballots following the closing of the polls.
19 In any year in which electors of president and vice-president are
20 to be chosen he shall also so appoint one warden, one deputy
21 warden, one clerk, one deputy clerk, and such number of in-
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22 spectors and deputy inspectors as he deems necessary, to serve
23 as election officers at the polling place, designated as required
24 by section twenty-four, where persons qualified under section
25 one A of chapter fifty-one to vote for such electors shall cast their
26 ballots. The persons so appointed shall be enrolled voters of
27 the city. Every such appointment shall be filed in the office of
28 of the city clerk of such city within forty-eight hours after it is
29 made, and shall be acted on by the aldermen not less than three
30 days after the filing of such appointment and on or before
31 September first following. After said September first, the mayor,
32 with the approval of the aldermen, may from time to time, ap-
-33 point temporary additional inspectors to count and tabulate the
34 votes. Records of appointments made under authority of this
35 section shall be open to public inspection.

1 Section 2. Section 12 of said chapter 54, as most recently
2 amended by section 30 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1962, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first paragraph and
4 inserting in place thereof the following;
5 The selectmen of each town shall annually, not earlier than
6 July fifteenth nor later than August fifteenth, appoint as elec-
-7 tion officers for each voting place or precinct, one warden, one
8 deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy clerk, two inspectors and
9 two deputy inspectors, who shall be enrolled voters of the town.

10 Inspectors so appointed shall serve at primaries and elections
11 during the hours when the polls are open and shall count the
12 names checked on the voting lists following the closing of the
13 polls. They shall, in like manner, appoint tellers, not less than
14 six nor more than eight for each three hundred voters, to can-
-15 vass and count the ballots following the closing of the polls.
16 Except in towns not divided into voting precincts the selectmen
17 shall also appoint, in any year in which electors of president and
18 vice-president are to be chosen, one warden, one deputy warden,
19 one clerk, one deputy clerk and such number of inspectors and,^
20 deputy inspectors as they deem necessary to serve at the polling^
21 place, designated as required by section twenty-four, where per-
-22 sons qualified under section one A of chapter fifty-one to vote
23 for electors of president and vice-president shall cast their ballots,
24 and the persons so appointed shall be enrolled voters of the town.


