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By Mr. Conn of Melrose, petition of Lloyd E. Conn for legislation to permit
impleader in civil cases. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act to permit impleader in civil cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Ci)t Commontoealtf) of Q&assacbumts

Chapter 231 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
ing after section 4A, a new section to be entitled section 4B to
read as follows:
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Section J+B. Before the filing of his answer, or within thirty

days thereafter, a defendant, on notice to plaintiff, may, as third-
party plaintiff, enter a writ and have served a summons and
third-party declaration upon a person not a party to the action
who is or may be liable to him for all or part of the plaintiff’s
claim against him. Subsequent to thirty days after filing his
answer, the defendant may move on notice to the plaintiff for
leave so to enter a writ and have served a summons and decla-
ration upon such person, hereinafter entitled the third-party
defendant. Such third-party defendant shall make his defenses
to the third-party plaintiff’s claim, and may also assert against
the plaintiff any defenses which the third-party plaintiff has to
the plaintiff’s claim. The plaintiff may be amendment assert
any claim against the third-party defendant arising out of the
transaction or occurrence that is the subject matter of the plain-
tiff’s claim against the third-party plaintiff, and the third-party
defendant thereupon shall assert his defenses. A third-party
defendant may proceed under this section against any person
not a party to the action who is or may be liable to him for all
or part of the claim made in the action against the third-party
defendant, and subsequent parties defendant may, likewise, pro-
ceed under this section against persons not parties to the action
who may in turn be liable to such subsequent parties defendant
for all or part of the claims made against such subsequent parties
defendant.
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