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By Mr. Travaline of Somerville, petition of John J. Droney for legislation to
provide that the buying and selling of pools or registering of bets shall constitute
a felony and that exclusive jurisdiction thereof shall rest in the Superior Court.
The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act increasing the penalties for buying and selling pools

OR REGISTERING BETS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 271 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 17, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 17. Whoever keeps a building or room, or any part
5 thereof, or occupies, or is found in, any place, way, public or
6 private, park or parkway, or any open space, public or private,
7 or any portion thereof, with apparatus, books or any device, for
8 registering bets, or buying or selling pools, upon the result of a
9 trial or contest of skill, speed or endurance of man, beast, bird or

10 machine, or upon the result of a game, competition, political
11 nomination, appointment or election, or whoever is present in
12 such place, way, park or parkway, or any such open space, or
13 any portion thereof, engaged in such business or employment;
14 or, being such keeper, occupant, person found or person present,
15 as aforesaid, registers such bets, or buys or sells such pools, or is
16 concerned in buying or selling the same; or, being the owner,
17 lessee or occupant of a building or room, or part thereof, or pri-
-18 vate grounds, knowingly permits the same to be used or occupied
19 for any such purpose, or therein keeps, exhibits, uses or employs,
20 or knowingly permits to be therein kept, exhibited, used or em-

C&e CommoiUuealtl) of s@assac|nisetts



[Jan. 1963.9. HOUSE —No. 2264.

21 ployed, any device or apparatus for registering such bets, or for
22 buying or selling such pools, or whoever becomes the custodian
23 or depositary for hire, reward, commission or compensation in
24 any manner, of any pools, money, property or thing of value,
25 in any manner staked or bet upon such result, shall be punished
26 by a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars or by imprison-
-27 ment in state’s prison for not more than ten years, or in jail or a
28 house of correction for not more than two and one half years.


