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By Mr. D’Avolio of Boston, petition of Michael A. D’Avolio for the establish
ment of a traffic violations bureau in the district courts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three

An Act making possible the establishment of a violations
BUREAU WITHIN THE VARIOUS DISTRICT COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
2 ing after section 26 a new section to be entitled section 26A.
3 Section 26A. Any district court may, under rules which shall
4 be prescribed by the administrative committee of the district
5 courts and the chief justice of the municipal court of the city of
6 Boston, establish a traffic violations bureau for each district
7 court and constitute the clerk of court or assistant clerk or any
8 other appropriate official within the jurisdiction in which the
9 court is held as a violations clerk for the traffic court violations

10 bureau.
11 The violations clerk shall accept written appearance, waiver
12 of trial, plea of guilty and payment of fine and costs, subject to
13 the limitations hereinafter prescribed in any traffic offense case
14 which shall include the violation of any statute, by-law, ordi-
-15 nance or regulation relating to the operation or control of motor
16 vehicles, other than a violation of any provision of a rule, regu-
-17 lation, order, ordinance or by-law regulating the parking of motor
18 vehicles and other than a violation of section twenty of chapter
19 ninety. The violations clerk shall serve under the direction and
20 control of the court appointing him.
21 The administrative committee of the district courts and the
22 chief justice of the municipal court of the city of Boston shall by
23 order, which may from time to time be amended, supplemented
24 or repealed, designate the motor vehicle violation or traffic
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25 offenses within the authority of the violations clerk. Such of
26 fenses shall not include;
27 (1) indictable offenses;
28 (2) offenses resulting in an accident;
29 (3) operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of
30 intoxicating liquor or a narcotic or habit-producing drug, or per-
-31 mitting another person, who is under the influence of intoxi-
-32 eating liquor or a narcotic or habit-producing drug, to operate
33 a motor vehicle owned by the defendant or in his custody or
34 control;
35 (4) reckless driving;
16 (5) leaving the scene of an accident

37 (6) driving while under suspension or revocation of driver’s
38 license;

39 (7) driving without being licensed to drive;
40 (8) exceeding the speed limit by more than fifteen miles per
11 hour: or

42 (9) operating a motor vehicle not covered by a motor vehicle
43 liability bond or policy;
44 (10) a second moving traffic offense within a twelve months
45 period.
46 The administrative committee of the district courts and the
47 chief justice of the municipal court of the city of Boston shall es-
-48 tablish schedules, within the limits prescribed by law, of the
49 amounts of fines to be imposed for first, second and subsequent
50 offenses, designating each offense specifically. The order of the
51 administrative committee of the district courts and the chief
52 justice of the municipal court of the city of Boston establishing
53 the schedules shall be prominently posted in the place where
54 the fines are paid. Fines and costs shall be paid to, receipted
55 by and accounted for by the violations clerk in accordance with
56 these rules.
57 Whenever any person shall be served with a warrant, summons
58 or other process, charging such person with the violation of a
59 traffic statute, by-law, ordinance or regulation or any traffic
60 offense, such process shall carry a notation that the accused per-
-61 son may file a signed plea of guilty, waive trial and pay a sched-
-62 uled fine to the violations clerk during business hours of such
63 court from which the process was issued. Any person charged
64 with any traffic offense, which is within the authority of the
65 violations clerk, may appear before the violations clerk and,
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66 upon signing an appearance, plea of guilty and waiver of trial,
67 pay the fine established for the offense charged, and costs. He
68 shall, prior to the plea, waiver and payment, be informed of his
69 right to stand trial, that his signature to a plea of guilty will
70 have the same force and effect as a judgment of court, and that
71 the record of conviction will be sent to the registrar of motor
72 vehicles or to the appropriate officers of the state where he re-
-73 ceived his license to drive.
74 The administrative committee of the district courts and the
75 chief justice of the municipal court of the city of Boston, in

addition to other powers set forth by law, are hereby authorized
77 to promulgate such rules and regulations including the use of
78 forms as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
79 section.
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