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By Mr. McGinn of Westfield, petition of Robert J. McGinn relative to va-
cancies in the membership of the city council of the city of Westfield. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act relative to vacancies in the membership of the city

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WESTFIELD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 25 of chapter 294 of the acts of 1920 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and insert-
3 ing in place thereof the following two paragraphs
4 If a vacancy in the office of mayor occurs within six months
5 next prior to an annual election, and more than fifteen days
6 prior to the preliminary election held for the purpose of nomi-
-7 nating candidates to be voted for at such annual election, the
8 same shall be filled at such election, but if the vacancy occurs at
9 any other time, or in case of the death of the mayor-elect, the

10 city council shall order an election to fill the vacancy for the
11 unexpired term, or for the entire term, as the case may be, pro-
-12 vided that a vacancy occurring in the period between the ex-
-13 piration of a term of office and fifteen days prior to the regular
14 preliminary election next preceding shall not be filled by election.
15 If the mayor is absent or unable from any cause temporarily to
16 perform his duties, or if his office is vacant, they shall be per-
-17 formed by the president of the city council. The person upon
18 whom such duties shall devolve shall be called “acting mayor”,
19 and he shall possess the powers of mayor only in matters not
20 admitting of delay, but shall have no power to make permanent
21 appointments.
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22 If at any time a vacancy occurs in the membership of the city
23 council, it may be filled by any person selected by vote of the
24 remaining membership, which such person shall hold office
25 during its unexpired term, with all the powers and duties of
26 membership, provided that such person is otherwise legally
27 qualified to hold such office.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the
2 registered voters of the city of Westfield at the regular munici-
-3 pal election in the current year in the form of the following
4 question which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used
sat said election: —■ “Shall an act passed by the general court
6 in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-three, entitled ‘An act
7 relative to vacancies in the membership of the city council of the
8 city of Westfield’, be accepted?” If a majority of the voters
9 voting thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said question,

10 this act shall take full effect, but not otherwise.


