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An Act relative to certain motions for directed verdicts
IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follow

1 Section 11 of chapter 278 of the General Laws, as appeari

2 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding at
3 the end the following two paragraphs:
4 The court on motion of a defendant or of its own motion shall

5 direct a verdict or enter a finding of not guilty of one or more
6 offenses charged in the indictment after the evidence on either
7 side is closed if the evidence is insufficient to sustain a conviction

a defendant’s motion for directed
nee offered by the commonwealth

8 of such offense or offenses. If
9 verdict at the close of the evid(

10 is not granted, the defendant iy offer evidence whether or not
11 he had reserved the right to d

rdict is made at the close of all12 If a motion for directed vi
13 evidence, the court may reserve decision on such motion, submit
14 the case to the jury and decide the motion either before the jury
15 returns a verdict or after it returns a verdict of guilty or is dis-
-16 charged without having returned a verdict. If the motion is
17 denied and the case is submitted to the jury, the motion may be
18 renewed within five days after the jury is discharged and may
19 include in the alternative a motion for a new trial. If a verdict
20 of guilty is returned, the court may on such motion set aside the
21 verdict and order a new trial or enter a finding of not guilty. If
22 no verdict is returned the court may order a new trial or enter a
23 finding of not guilty.
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