
HOUSE No 3134

f

I

Under Chapter 83 of the Resolves of 1960 and revived and continued by

Chapter 95 of the Resolves of 1961

December, 1962

BOSTON

WRIGHT & POTTER PRINTING CO.. LEGISLATIVE PRINTERS
32 DERNE STREET

1963

Cl)tr Commomucaltl) of 90assac|)usett0

SPECIAL REPORT
OF THE

WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO

WATER RESOURCES IN THE WATERSHED OF THE
CONCORD, SUDBURY AND ASSABET

RIVER VALLEYS





I

I

Massachusetts Water Resources Commission,
73 Tremont Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts, November 30, 1962.

REPORT BY THE WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES IN THE
WATERSHED OF THE CONCORD, SUDBURY AND
ASSABET RIVER VALLEYS.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
Under the provisions of chapter 75 of the Resolves of 1959, the

Water Resources Commission made a study relative to flood control
works in the watershed of the Concord, Sudbury and Assabet River
Valleys. The Commission filed a special report which was published
as House Bill No. 3120, dated January, 1960.

As there was a need for further investigation of the water resources
in this area, particularly in relation to flood control problems and
the problem of augmenting the low flows in the area, additional time
was given to the Commission to continue its study under the pro-
visions of chapter 95 of the Resolves of 1961. That Resolve provided
that the Commission shall report by the first Wednesday in De-
cember, 1962.

No special funds were made available for this study, but the Com-
mission has been able to enlist the co-operation of the U. S. Corps
of Engineers, the Soil Conservation Service of the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the U. S. Geological Survey of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, to assist in this study.
A watershed work plan was developed in co-operation with the U. S.
Department of Agriculture for the SuAsCo watershed area. That
plan provided for the construction of seven flood control reservoirs
with approximately one million dollars of the cost being paid by the
Federal government and the remaining three hundred thousand to
be paid by non-Federal sources. Chapter 699 of the Acts of 1960
provided that the Water Resources Commission construct these
reservoirs and authorized a bond issue of three hundred thousand
dollars to pay for the non-Federal cost of the project. The Water
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Resources Commission has completed construction of two of these
reservoirs and a third reservoir is now under construction in the
town of Northborough. Property surveys and engineering designs
are in process for three additional reservoirs at the present time. The
site for the seventh reservoir is no longer available so studies are
being made to select a new location for this reservoir.

The studies that are being made by the three previously men-
tioned Federal agencies have not been completed. Therefore, it
would be premature for the Commission to make its final report at
this time.

The preliminary indications are that a feasible plan is being de-
veloped for augmenting the low flows of these three rivers to increase
their value as sources of water supply, both for domestic' public
supply and industrial water supply, and to assist in the carrying off
of treated municipal sewage effluents. In addition, the indications
are that better flood protection will be able to be provided in this
river valley. As the area is a rapidly growing area, the orderly de-
velopment of its water resources will play an important part in its
development.

The Commission is recommending that the time for filing its final
report be extended to the first Wednesday in December of the year
1963 with authorization for filing progress reports from time to time
after various phases of the work are completed.

A draft of suggested legislation to continue this study is included
in Appendix A.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
Chairman.
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JResolve continuing the study by the water resources com-
mission RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES IN THE WATERSHED
OF THE CONCORD, SUDBURY AND ASSABET RIVER VALLEYS.

1 Resolved, That the time within which the water resources
2 commission shall make its report to the general court relative
3 to the water resources in the watershed of the Concord, Sudbury
4 and Assabet river valleys as authorized by chapter ninety-five
5 of the resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty-one, is hereby ex-
-6 tended to the first Wednesday in December of the year nineteen
7 hundred and sixty-three.
8 The water resources commission is further authorized to report
9 from time to time prior to the first Wednesday in December,

10 nineteen hundred and sixty-three, with respect to various phases
11 of the work as they are completed.
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Appendix A.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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