
HOUSE . No. 3640

«

Executive Department,

State House, Boston, July 31, 1963

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

An investigation the Water Resources Commission relative
to the water resources and their allocation in Bristol and Plymouth
Counties is of the greatest importance to ensure the development
of adequate wrater supplies for the industrial communities of Fall
River, New Bedford, and the surrounding municipalities.

The cities and towns involved are looking to the Commonwealth
for aid in this vital area. This problem must be attacked on a
regional basis in order to work out a meaningful solution. There
is a great urgency to study this problem now since the present water
supply is being depleted at the very time that increased water de-
mands will be necessary.

The problem is presently complicated by old “water rights” held
by some of the municipalities on certain water resources. The
water supply needs of the City of Fall River exceed the safe yield of
the present supply. Although temporary expedients have been
adopted, the need for permanent water supply sources for Fall River
cannot be over-emphasized. The Town of Somerset, adjacent to
Fall River, is also seriously in need of water for industrial develop-
ment, and this problem should be studied on a regional basis.

The water supply needs of New Bedford, also, exceed the safe
yield of sources now allocated to it. In order to meet New Bed-
ford’s domestic and industrial water needs, additional sources are
badly needed. Moreover, the water quality of the present sources
has deteriorated considerably during the past thirty years, and treat-
ment will become necessary. Taunton also has certain statutory
rights in the same or adjacent sources of supply as Fall River and
New Bedford.

The ground water resources in the Towns of Fairhaven, Marion
and Mattapoisett in the New Bedford area have been studied, but
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the development of adequate ground water resources to meet the
need of those communities should proceed on a regional basis.
Attleboro, another community in Bristol County, also has been
experiencing water difficulties.

I therefore recommend the enactment of the accompanying re-
solve as a study of the industrial and residential development of the
communities in this important region of the Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

ENDICOTT PEABODY,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three

Resolve providing for an investigation by the water re-
sources COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES AND
THEIR ALLOCATION IN BRISTOL AND PLYMOUTH COUNTIES.

Resolved, That the water resources commission is hereby au-
thorized and directed to investigate and determine the best
method of supplying water to the municipalities in Bristol and
Plymouth counties in view of the expanding use of water for
domestic and industrial purposes. Said commission shall in-
vestigate the availability of water supply sources, including the
advisability of obtaining water from the metropolitan water
supply system. Said commission is authorized further to study
how the water sources can best be utilized or allocated for water
supply purposes by the municipalities acting either individually
or jointly. For the purpose of this resolve said commission may
expend for the employment of engineers, geologists and other
experts and assistants, and for other expenses, such sums as
may be appropriated therefor. Said commission may report to
the general court from time to time the results of its investiga-
tion and its recommendations, if any, with plans showing pos-
sible water resources developments for said municipalities and
estimates of cost, and drafts of legislation to carry such recom-
mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house, and shall file its final report not later than the fourth
Wednesday of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-five.
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