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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Fiv

An Act defining “resident” and “chronically non-resident
person” in the law relative to the financial responsi-

bility for persons infected by smallpox or other disease
DANGEROUS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 116 and inserting in place thereof the fol

4 Section 116. Reasonable expenses incurred by boards of
5 health or by the commonwealth in making the provision re-
-6 quired by law for persons infected with smallpox or other
7 disease dangerous to the public health, other than tuberculosis,
8 shall be paid by such person, or, if such person is a minor, by
9 his parents, if he or they are able to pay; otherwise by the town

10 where he has a residence, upon the approval of the bill by the
11 board of health of such town or by the department of public
12 health when such person is determined to be a chronically non-
-13 resident person.

For the purposes of this section, the term “resident” means
m any person having his principal living quarters in such city or
16 town and having no present intention to move to another city
17 or town; or in the case of a person who is an inmate or patient
18 in an institution, in the city or town in which he last main-
-19 tained a residence outside of an institution. For the purposes
20 of this section an “institution” shall include any sanatorium,
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21 hospital, rest home, convalescent or nursing home, for the op-
22 oration of which a license is required by law; any facility con-
23 ducted by an agency incorporated under chapter one hundred
21 and eighty; and any facility operated by municipal, county,
25 state and federal governments

26 For the purposes of this section the term “chronically non-
27 resident person” means a person who evidences by his past
28 conduct an inability or unwillingness to establish and maintain
29 a residency with any degree of permanency and whose insta-
10 bility and general living standards in exposing himself anck-
-11 others to infection makes him a special problem for control i*
12 the commonwealth of smallpox or other disease dangerous to
13 the public health.
14 If a city or town requests that a patient be classified as

hronicallv non-resident as indicated in this section, the divi
unicable diseases may so classify him. If on such

■equest, the division does not agree to so classify the patient
18 the city or town may appeal this decision to a three-member
19 board made up as follows: The public health council shall ap-
10 point the members of the board who shall serve without com-
41 pensation. In the first appointments, one member shall
42 annointed for three vears, one for two, and one for one year

43 with all appointments thereafter being for three years. One
44 member of the board shall be a medical director of a municipal
45 health department, one member shall be a non-medical public
46 health administrator or agent of a municipal health departn
47 and one member shall be a person experienced in social work
48 on a municipal or state level. On any such appeal the board
49 shall hold a hearing and may affirm or reverse such decision.

if) The decision of the board shall be final.
51 Patients who are receiving or are elegible to receive public
52 assistance shall have their responsibility to pay such char
53 to the city or town of residence fixed in accordance with th
54 provisions of the particular category of public assistance ap-
-55 nlicable to them.


