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Office of Commissioner of Veterans’ Services

The Honorable Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Secretary: The following recommendations for the
year 1965, accompanied by drafts of proposed measures, are sub-
mitted to your office in conformity with section 33 of chapter 30 of
the General Laws, as amended:

1. An Act extending the time within which certain soldiers and
sailors, their wives, widows, fathers and mothers, may file applica-
tions for certain abatements or exemptions of taxes levied in the
year 1964.

The purpose of this legislation is to protect the rights of these
veterans, their wives, widows, fathers and mothers, in filing applica-
tions for abatement or exemption of taxes which they are entitled to.
Similar legislation has been enacted annually for the protection of
these persons, and in order to continue that protection, the legis-
lation is recommended.

2. An Act further regulating the reimbursement to cities and
towns for expenses incurred for the burial of certain veterans and
dependents.

The present law provides reimbursement to a city or town for the
burial expense of a single person only if the total expense of burial,
exclusive of the purchase price of the grave, the cost of the grave
opening and the cost of a cement liner, if one is required by the
cemetery regulations by whomsoever incurred, does not exceed
$200.00 in the case of a child under the age of seven, and $500.00 in
the case of any other person.

The proposed legislation would increase the amount from $200.00
in the case of a child under seven to $300.00 and from $500.00 to
$750.00 in the case of other persons.

The present amount of burial expense has not been changed since
1948, notwithstanding increased costs over this period of sixteen
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years, and this legislation sets forth a fairer and more reasonable
charge.

3. An Act providing for the discharge of certain liens placed upon
the property of a dependent mother or father of a person who was
killed in action or who died from a service-connected disability in-
curred in wartime service.

This legislation would discharge all liens against the property of
such parents and would prevent the present inequitable situation
where those parents who received benefits prior to September 10,
1962, are subject to the lien law and those who have been receiving
benefits since that date are exempt.

Chapter 469 of the acts of 1962, effective September 10, 1962,
eliminated those parents from the lien law, which provides for the
placing of real estate liens on the property of dependent parents who
are granted Veterans’ Benefits under Chapter 115 of the General
Laws.

4. An Act extending the time for providing financial aid to certain
needy dependents of certain persons in the service of the armed
forces of the United States.

Tins act would extend the present termination date of chapter 759
of the acts of 1962, as most recently amended by chapter 537 of the
acts of 1963, from December 31, 1964 to December 31, 1968. The
purpose of this legislation is to continue assistance to dependents of
servicemen who, because of the servicemen’s transition from civilian
life, the dependents are often placed in a position of need.

In view of the many areas of hostilities where service men may be
called upon to serve, this legislation is recommended.

5. An Act expediting the payment of Veterans’ Benefits to person
residing in one town and having lawful settlement in another town.

The purpose of this legislation is to eliminate hardship that ex-
perience has shown results to certain applicants who reside in a city
or town other than where they are settled. The present law requires
an investigation of a claim and payment by the city or town of
settlement even though it may be far removed from the city or town
where the veteran or applicant resides, which invariably results iiw
delay in payment.

6. An Act authorizing the continuation of the functions of the
Veterans’ Bonus Commission for a period and designating the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth to be Director thereof.

Because of the reduced number of applications for bonuses by
veterans of the Korean Emergency, it is recommended that the
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Treasurer’s Office, which presently acts on applications for World
War II bonuses, shall also act on Korean Emergency applications.

Very truly yours,

CHARLES N. COLLATOS,
Commissioner.
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