
HOUSE No. 278
By Messrs. Frenning of Boston and Brett of Quincy, petition of Joseph E. Brett

and John W. Frenning for an investigation by a special commission (including
members of the General Court) relative to the correction and detention programs
of counties and the city of Boston. Public Welfare.

*
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

Resolve providing for a study by a special commission rela-

tive TO the correction and detention programs of counties
AND THE CITY OF BOSTON, AND TO DEVELOP A PROGRAM FOR THEIR
INTEGRATION OR CONSOLIDATION WITH THE CORRECTION PROGRAM

AND FACILITIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH IF THE SAME IS FOUND
TO BE FEASIBLE.

1 Resolved, That a special commission to consist of two mem-
-2 bers of the senate, three members of the house of representatives,
3 the commissioner of correction or his designee and five persons
4 to be appointed by the governor one of whom shall be a sheriff,
5 one of whom shall be a count}'' commissioner and one of wThom
6 shall be a professional penologist is hereby established to pre-
7 pare and to advise in the execution of a statewide plan to im-
-8 prove the standards and the efficiency of the correctional and
9 detention programs and institutions of the commonwealth and

10 its political subdivisions and for their consolidation, if the same
11 is found to be feasible, into a single correctional system. The
12 governor shall from time to time designate one of the members
13 as chairman.
14 The commission shall study the existing programs of cor-
-15 rection and detention of the commonwealth, the several counties

416 and the city of Boston. For such purpose the commission may
17 require the cooperation of any agencies of state, county or mu-
-18 nicipal government. The commission shall request the com-
-19 missioner of correction, the sheriff of each county and the com-
-20 missioner of penal institutions of the city of Boston to assist in
21 its study and said officials shall furnish any information in their
22 possession which is so requested.
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23 In the course of its study the commission shall consider the
24 establishment of improved programs or facilities for classifica-
-25 tion of prisoners, uniform and adequate records, detention and
26 care of alcoholics, vocational training, and the recreation and
27 exercise of prisoners, and the determination and method of pay-
-28 ment of costs to be paid by one jurisdiction to another for the
29 care of transferred prisoners.
30 The commission shall formulate and submit to the general
31 court and the governor a statewide plan for the improvement of
32 standards of administration, custodial care, training, rehabilita-
-33 tion and probation in existing or proposed institutions and pro-i
34 grams and for the consolidation, if feasible, of all such programs
35 and institutions with the correctional program of the common-
-36 wealth, and may from time to time thereafter modify or alter
37 such plan.
38 The commission shall report to the general court from time
39 to time the results of its investigation and study, and its recom-
-40 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary
41 to carry its recommendations into effect by filing the same with
42 the clerk of the house of representatives, but shall file its final
43 report on or before the first Wednesday of March, nineteen hun-
-44 dred and seventy.


