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By Mr. Armstrong of Plymouth, petition of Harold H. Wicher and another
that provision be made for a declaration of intent hi the law regulating the
conduct of public officials and employees. The Judiciary.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as
folloics:

1 Chapter 268 A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting before section 1, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
3 779 of the acts of 1962, the following:
4 Declaration of intent
5 A continuing problem of a free government is the mainten
6 ance among its public servants of moral and ethical standards
7 which are worthy and warrant the confidence of the people.
8 The people are entitled to expect from their public servants a
9 set of standards above the morals of the market place. A

10 public official of a free government is entrusted with the wel-
-11 fare, prosperity, security and safety of the people he serves.
12 In return for this trust, the people are entitled to know that
13 no substantial conflict between private interests and official
14 duties exists in those who serve them.
15 Government is and should be representative of all the people
16 who elect it, and some conflict of interest is inherent in any
17 representative form of government. Some conflicts of material
18 interests which are improper for public officials may be pro-
-19 hibited by legislation. Others may arise in so many different
20 forms and under such a variety of circumstances, that it would
21 be unwise and unjust to proscribe them by statute with
22 inflexible and penal sanctions which would limit public ser-
-23 vice to the very wealthy or the very poor. For matters of such
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complexity and close distinctions, the legislature finds that a
code of ethics is desirable to set forth for the guidance of
public officers and employees the general standards of con-
duct to be reasonably expected of them.


