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By Mr. Eaton of Concord, petition of John M. Eaton, Jr., for legislation relative
to the time within which recounts in elections shall be conducted. Election Laws.

An Act relative to the time within which recounts in
ELECTIONS SHALL BE CONDUCTED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 135 of chapter 54 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the third paragraph, as most

3 recently amended by section 1 of chapter 627 of the acts of
4 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 The registrars shall first examine the petition and statement
6 and attach thereto a certificate of the number of names of sub-
-7 scribers which are names of registered voters in such ward,
8 precinct or town and shall within fourteen business days of the
9 filing of said petition, but not before the last hour for filing peti-

-10 tions for recounts as aforesaid, open the envelopes or containers,
11 and start to recount the ballots cast and determine the ques-
-12 tions raised, and shall examine all ballots cast by or for chal-
-13 lenged voters and reject any such ballot cast by or for a per-
-14 son found not to have been entitled to vote. They shall endorse
15 on the back of every ballot so rejected the reason for such rejec-

-16 tion and said statement shall be signed by a majority of said
17 registrars. A member of the board of registrars shall endorse
18 over his signature on the back of each protested ballot the block
19 number of which it is a part and the office for which the vote is
20 protested, together with the name of the candidate for whom
21 the vote is counted.

1 Section 2. Said section 135 of said chapter 54 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the sixth paragraph, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 353 of the acts of 1947, and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the following paragraph:
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5 State-wide recounts in cases of offices to be filled or questions
6 to be voted upon at the state election by all the voters of the
7 commonwealth may be requested as provided in the foregoing
8 provisions of this section so far as applicable, except that any
9 petition therefor shall be on a form approved and furnished by

10 the state secretary, shall be signed in the aggregate by at least
11 one thousand voters, not less than two hundred and fifty to be
12 from each of four different counties, and shall be submitted on
13 or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the fifth day following
14 such election to the registrars of voters of the city or town in
15 which the signers appear to be voters, who shall forthwith
16 certify thereon the number of signatures which are names of
17 registered voters in said city or town, and except that said
18 petitions for recount shall be filed with the state secretary on
19 or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the tenth day follow
20 ing such election. He shall hold such petitions for recount
21 until after the official tabulation of votes by the governor and
22 council and if it then appears that the difference in the number
23 of votes cast for the two leading candidates for the office, or
24 in the number of affirmative and negative votes on a question
25 for which recount is desired is more than one half of one per
26 cent of the total number of votes cast for such office or on such
27 question, the petitions for recount shall be void. If such dif-
28 ference in the votes so cast appears to be one half of one per
29 cent or less of the total votes cast for such office or on such
10 question, he shall forthwith order the clerk of each city and
31 town of the commonwealth to transmit forthwith, and said
32 clerk shall so transmit, the envelopes or containers containing
33 the ballots, sealed except in the case of those containing ballots
34 which have already been recounted in respect to said office or
35 question under authority of this section, to the registrars of
36 the city or town who shall within fourteen business days of
37 the filing of said petition, open the envelopes or containers
38 and start to recount the ballots cast for said office or on such
39 question and determine the questions raised. If a state-wide
40 recount is petitioned for, all ballots cast at a state election
41 shall be held, except as otherwise provided herein, by the city
42 and town clerks until the expiration of sixty days after said
43 election.


