
HOUSE .
1916

%

I

By Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, petition of John F. Dolan for legislation relative to
the laying out of public shore reservations in cities and towns. Harbors and Public
Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act relative to shore reservations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Cf)t Commontuealtf) of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. Section 23A of chapter 45 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out said section 23A and inserting
3 in place thereof the following new section:
4 Section 23A . In every city and town where the tide ebbs and
o flows there shall be provided on or adjacent to a tidal shore
6 thereof at least one public shore reservation, and where no public
7 shore reservation exists the city council or board of selectmen
8 shall layout one public shore reservation and may from time to
9 time alter the same. In any such city or town the city council or

10 board of selectmen may, upon petition of ten or more voters of
11 said city or town, layout additional public shore reservations
12 and may alter the same or those already existing. All the pro-
-13 visions of law relating to the laying out and alteration of town
14 ways shall apply to the laying out or alteration of any public
15 shore reservation. Any person who is damaged in his property
16 by such laying out or alteration may recover damages under
17 chapter seventy-nine. For the purposes of this section the term
18 “public shore reservation” may also include or mean a public
19 shore park, public recreation area, public open space or natural
20 conservation area, but shall not be considered a common landing
21 place nor a general right of way or public access to tidal areas
22 for the purposes of public boating. In any city or town where a
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23 public shore reservation exists or where a layout or alteration is
24 made in accordance with the provisions of this section, or further
25 sections, the city council or board of selectmen shall have filed a
26 plan and a description of each such public shore reservation or
27 layout or alteration with the city clerk or the town clerk, with
28 the county engineer of the county where said city or town is
29 located, and with the division of waterways of the department of
30 public works, and shall also record the same in the registry of
31 deeds for said county. The city council or the board of selectmen
32 shall make rules and regulations governing the control and op-
-33 eration and use of any such public shore reservation, and may l^
34 appoint a custodian thereof and fix his salary. Said city or town
35 may apply for funds for the acquisition, laying out and alteration
36 of any such public shore reservation and may be included for
37 reimbursement from funds under the provisions of chapter
38 ninety-one, section eleven of chapter one hundred and thirty-
-39 two A, and of section two A of chapter one hundred and thirty
40 of the General Laws, and any amendments thereto.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


