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By Mr. Chadwick of Winchester, petition of Harrison Chadwick for legislation
to establish the tax and fiscal planning commission. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act establishing the tax and fiscal planning commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1A of chapter 636 of the acts of
3 1964, is hereby further amended by inserting after the words
4 “and the commission on employment of the handicapped" the
5 words: , the tax and fiscal planning commission.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 adding after section 123, inserted by section 2 of chapter 622 of
3 the acts of 1964, under the caption tax and fiscal planning

4 commission, the following four sections:
5 Section 124- There shall be a tax and fiscal planning com-
6 mission, in this section and in sections one hundred and twenty-
-7 five to one hundred and twenty-seven, inclusive, called the com-
-8 mission, consisting of the senate chairman of the committee on
9 taxation, the chairman of the senate ways and means committee

10 and the chairman of the house ways and means committee. The
t

11 chairman of the commission shall be designated annually by tlm
• Z commission members. Said members shall serve without com-

-13 pensation, but shall be reimbursed for their expenses actually
14 and necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties. The
15 commission shall meet monthly and at other times at the call of
16 the chairman or as the commission may determine.
17 Section 125. The commission shall be provided with quarters
18 at the state house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings, may
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19 travel within and without the commonwealth, and may, subject
20 to appropriation, employ such expert, clerical and other necessary
21 services as may be necessary.
22 Section /26. It shall be the duty of the commission to survey
23 and report to each member of the legislature and make public
24 at least quarterly, with its recommendations on the following
25 phases of the commonwealth’s financial structure: —■ (1) ap-
-26 propriations by funds for the current fiscal year; (2) anticipated
27 revenue and taxes for the current fiscal year; (3) amount of
28 direct and contingent debt by funds, requirements for deb
29 service and comparison with the previous three quarters; (4)
30 known and estimated expenditures the commonwealth will have
31 to make in the next preceding five years over and above expendi-
-32 tures for projects included in the current budget; (5) statements
33 covering tax and revenue planning to meet anticipated expendi-
-34 turw in paragraph four.
35 Section ! 27. The commission shall further have the right to
36 hold hearings, subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance,
37 administer oaths, take the testimony of any person under oath,
38 and in connection therewith, to require the production for ex-
-39 ami nation of any books or papers relating to any matter under
40 investigation or in question before the commission. The com-
-41 mission may make rules as to the issuance of subpoenas by in-
-42 dividual commissioners.
43 No person shall be excused from attending and testifying or
44 from producing books, records, correspondence, documents or
45 other evidence in obedience to the subpoena of the commission.
46 on the ground that the testimony or evidence required of him
47 may tend to incriminate him or subject him to a penalty or
48 forfeiture; but no individual shall be prosecuted or subjected
49 to any penalty or forfeiture for or on account of any transaction,
50 matter or thing concerning which he is compelled, after having
51 claimed his privilege against self-incrimination, to testify or
52 produce evidence, except that such individual so testifying shal ■
53 not be exempt from prosecution and punishment for perjury
54 committed in so testifying.


