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By Mr. Davoren of Milford, petition of John F. X. Davoren that the Depart-
ment of Public Health be authorized to acquire and operate the Rutland Heights
Hospital of the Veterans’ Administration in the town of Rutland, said hospital
to be used for the care and treatment of chronic patients. Public Health.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act establishing the Rutland heights hospital for the

CARE AND TREATMENT OF CHRONIC PATIENTS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which in part is to make immediately effective
3 the provisions therein contained establishing a hospital for the
4 care and treatment of chronic patients, therefore it is hereby
5 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public health and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. The department of public health is hereby au-

-2 thorized to accept, on behalf of the commonwealth, the convey-
-3 ance of the United States of America subject to the terms and
4 conditions provided and authorized by the federal laws in effect
5 and applicable thereto of all of the right, title and interest of
6 the United States in and to the property known as the Rutland
7 Heights Hospital of the Veterans’ Administration in the town
8 of Rutland, including lands of the United States and improve-
-9 ments thereon.

4
1 Section 2. There is hereby established on the property
2 acquired under section one of this act for the care and treatment
3 of chronic patients the Rutland Heights hospital. Said hos-
-4 pital shall be under the control of the department of public
5 health and shall be operated as a public hospital institution in
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6 the manner provided in section sixty-nine E of chapter one
7 hundred and eleven of the General Laws.

1 Section 3. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 69E, inserted by section 7 of
3 chapter 517 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 69E. The commissioner shall have the general super-
-6 vision and control of the Lemuel Shattuck hospital, the Rutland
7 Heights hospital and the Pondville hospital. Upon written ap-
-8 plication of a registered physician, the department may admit
9 patients to the Lemuel Shattuck hospital, the Rutland Heights
10 hospital, and to the chronic disease sections of the Rutland hos-
11 pital and the Lakeville hospital, for the treatment of chronic
12 disease, and to the Pondville hospital, for the treatment of
13 cancer, and to the cancer division of the Western Massachu-
-14 setts hospital, for the treatment of cancer and chronic diseases,
15 subject to such rules and regulations as the department may
16 prescribe; provided, that preference shall be given to residents
17 of the commonwealth. Any such patient may be discharged
18 from said hospitals either upon his own request or upon deter-
-19 mination of the department, but not otherwise. The commis-
-20 sioner may establish outpatient departments at the Lemuel
21 Shattuck hospital, the Rutland Heights hospital and the Pond-
-22 ville hospital.

1 Section 4. The provisions of law relative to the admission
2 of chronic patients to, reception, custody, care, treatment and
3 support of such persons at, and the discharge of such persons
4 from, the Rutland Heights hospital, shall not take effect until
5 such hospital is ready for the reception of the chronic patients;
6 and such time shall be fixed by proclamation of the governor in
7 accordance with a notification from the department of public
8 health. I


