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House of Representatives, April 21, 1965.

The committee on Highways and Motor Vehicles, to whom were
referred the petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 184) of
Harry Della Russo for legislation to provide for an investigation
and study by a special commission (including members of the
General Court) relative to establishing minimum rates of speed
for vehicular traffic on limited access and express highways; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1107) of Endicott
Peabody and another for legislation to establish maximum speed
limits for the operation of motor vehicles; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 2312) of Charles Silva relative to in-
creasing the rates of speed constituting prima facie evidence of
speeds greater than are reasonable and proper for motor vehicles
operating on public ways; and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 2478) of Edward A. Haraden and Francis W. Hatch,
Jr., for legislation to regulate the speed limits for motor vehicles
on certain highways, report the accompanying bill (House, No.
3783).

For the committee,

J. ROBERT MAHAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act relative to prima facie speed limits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 17 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 716 of the acts of 1963, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in
4 place thereof the following sentence: Unless a way is other-
-5 wise posted in accordance with the provisions of section eighteen,
6 it shall be prima facie evidence of a rate of speed greater than
7 is reasonable and proper as aforesaid (1) if a motor vehicle is
8 operated on a divided highway outside a thickly settled or busi-
-9 ness district at a rate of speed exceeding fifty miles per hour

10 for a distance of a quarter of a mile, or (2) on any other way
11 outside a thickly settled or business district at a rate of speed
12 exceeding forty miles per hour for a distance of a quarter of a
13 mile, or (3) inside a thickly settled or business district at a rate
14 of speed exceeding thirty miles per hour for a distance of one
15 eighth of a mile.
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