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Boston, Massachusetts, December, 1964.

\To the Hororahle Senate ard House of Representatives.

We herewith submit the following report concerning the effects
upon deer and other wildlife of the smelt control program conducted
by the Metropolitan District Commission on the tributary streams
to the Quabbin Reservoir. The history, methods of treatment and
effects have been considered in the report. The investigation was
conducted by Harold J. Toole, Director of Water Division and Chief
Water Supply Engineer of the Metropolitan District Commission
and biologist James M. McDonough of the Division of Fisheries and
Game, and two reports coordinated into the special report by the
Superintendent of the Bureau of Wildlife Research and Management.

iubmitted,Respectfully

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
Commissioner.

Departmert of Natural Resources.
JAMES M. SHEPARD,

Director.
Division of Fisheries ard Game

JOHN F. HAGGERTY,

Ci)e Commontocaltl) of

•1 ding Commissioner
Metropolitan District Commission.





AND GAME AND METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION UPON THE EFFECTS OF POISONING
THE FEEDER STREAMS OF QUABBIN RESERVOIR.

Shortly after Quabbin Reservoir was opened to boat fishing in
1952, measures were instituted tc Drove the fishing by plants of
lake trout. For the purpose of provi forage fish for lake trout

Ie introduced smelt into the reser-the Division of Fisheries and Ga
voir in 1954.

numerous that they cloggedUnfortunately, the smelt beca
pee Valley Aqueduct and on thethe intake screens on the Chicc
id through the aqueducts to theQuabbin Aqueduct. They pas;

Wilbraham and Chicopee Intake Works, plugged the chlorinating

1 along the aqueduct system intoequipment and meters, and pass
Wachusett, Sudbury, Weston, ai

the screens at these reservoirs,
mains in the Metropolitan dist
large industrial meters in the di
towns in the Water District.

d Norumbega Reservoirs, clogging
and some eventually entered the
ibution system and clogged some
tribution systems of the cities and

In view of the circumstances, it became necessary for the Metro-
politan District Commission to take steps to reduce the smelt popu-

the commission endeavored to
i tributary to Quabbin and Wa-
entering the streams to spawn,
streams at these two reservoirs,
inly a small portion of the num-

lation in the reservoirs. In 1959,
remove adult fish from the stream
bhusett Reservoirs when fish were
Tons of smelt were removed from
but the number of fish caught was
ber that deposited their eggs and returned to the reservoirs.

It soon became apparent that if the Metropolitan District Com-
mission were going to control this problem the eggs would have to
be destroyed in the tributary streams prior to hatching. After

Cije Commontoealtlj of fl^assadmsetts

V SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES, DIVISION OF FISHERIES
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relucting several experiments to determine the most effective wa
of dealing with the problem, commission sanitary engineers found
that large deposits of eggs could be effectively destroyed by treating
the streams affected with a combination of copper sulphate and
sodium hydroxide. Both of these chemicals are approved for water
treatment for algae and corrosion control, and many times have been
used in treating commission reservoirs in greater concentration than
the amounts used in the control of smelt eggs.

re treating streams tributary to
eggs, chemicals are placed in the

When commission employees
reservoirs for the control of smt

stream at a distance of approxin
where the stream enters the re

ately 100 to 200 feet from the point
lervoir. Employees remain at tb

site until the chemicals have been completely dissolved and washed
into the reservoir, where they are diluted and are beyond any effec-
tive stage.

When any stream has been treated commission employees revisit
the stream for two or three days following the day of treatment and
they have never observed any dead animals in or near the streams.

Scope of the Problem.

Through some distortion of facts and a gross misunderstanding on
the part of some sportsmen, a rumor was circulated that deer and
other game species were being poisoned in the Quabbin area.

To date, not a single shred of evidence has been produced indicat-
ing that deer or any other game species has been poisoned in the
Quabbin area.

It is a known fact that fishermen in the Quabbin find dead deer
washed up on the shoreline of the Quabbin Reservoir. These deer
mortalities were due to natural causes or due to feral dogs. The
natural causes mentioned above are old age, starvation, drowning
and accidents. (Accidents when deer attempt to cross smootli
ice or are driven on to ice by dogs, they often fall. It is virtually
impossible for a deer to regain its footing on smooth ice. Conse-
quently, the animal succumbs to the elements).

Although there are no figures available, it is quite questionable
that any animal could possibly drink enough of the diluted water to
have a toxic effect. It has been demonstrated with cattle that one

Discussion
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gram per hundred pounds of live weight over a prolonged period
can be harmful. Therefore, a deer weighing 100 pounds would in
some manner have to obtain roughly a quarter of a pound of copper
sulphate daily over a long period to show any effects. At this rate,
it would be necessary for a deer to remain at the treated stream and
do nothing but drink for a period of days. This is completely con-
trary to the nature of the animal.

Conclusion.

I There is no evidence of deer or other wildlife having been poisoned
as a consequence of the Metropolitan District Commission programs
to control smelt. Such is not possible with the chemicals used and
the conditions of the treatment.
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Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by the Department
of Natural Resources, the Division of Fisheries and Game and thb
Metropolitan District Commission relative to the hunting of Deer
and to the poisoning of Feeder Streams of the Quabbin Reservoir

Clje Commontocaltl) of a^aosacftusetto

RESOLVE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE
INVESTIGATION AND STUDY.

Chapter 62.

Resolved, That the department of natural resources, the division of fisheries and
game, and the metropolitan district commission, acting as a joint board, are hereby
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter
of current senate document numbered 315, relative to providing that the open
season on deer shall be from the first Saturday in December to the following Satur-
day; and of current house documents numbered 408, relative to changing the per-
missible period for hunting deer; 2393, relative to prohibiting the killing of female
deer for a period of five years; and the investigation and study proposed by cur-
rent house document numbered 2394, relative to the poisoning of feeder streams
of the Quabbin Reservoir. Said joint board shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study together with its recommendations, if any,
and drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by
filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the last
Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-four.

Approved May 18, 1964■
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Boston, Massachusetts, December 1964.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

, We herewith submit the following report upon the effects of pro-
hibiting the killing of female deer for a period of five years. Present
regulations, laws in other states, and data collected in a continuing
Federal-aid research project by the Division of Fisheries and Game
have been considered by biologist James M. McDonough of the
Division of Fisheries and Game under the supervision of the Super-
intendent of the Bureau of Wildlife Research and Management.

The Metropolitan District Commission was not involved in this
phase of the study resolve.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
Commissioner

Department of Natural Resources.
JAMES M. SHEPARD,

Director
Division of Fisheries and Game

I

Ctic Commontoealtfc of Massachusetts
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No. 2393

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act prohibiting the killing of female deer for a period

OF FIVE YEARS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no
2 female deer shall be killed for a period of five years from the
3 effective date of this act.

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of egassac&usetts

HOUSE



1965.] HOUSE -No. 3898. 11

A SPECIAL REPORT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES,
FISHERIES AND GAME
ING THE KILLING OF
A PERIOD OF FIVE YE

THE DEPARTMENT OF
AND THE DIVISION OF
RELATIVE TO PROHIBIT-
THE FEMALE DEER FOR

VRS.

House document numbered 2393 would prohibit the killing of
female deer for a period of five years.

Scope of the Problem

It is assumed that the purpose of House document numbered
2393 is to increase the size of the Massachusetts deer herd.

Under the present rules and regulations relating to hunting of
deer in Massachusetts, hunters can take deer of either sex.

Existing Laws

Rules and Regulations Relating to the Hunting of Deer in Massa-
chusetts.

There are nine rules and regulations covering deer huntin

1. The open season shall be in two periods as follows:
(a) November 14 to November 27, both days inclusive, shall be an exclusive

archery season, and during this period deer may be hunted only by means of a bow
and arrow.

(6) Beginning the first Monday in December and ending the following Saturday,
both days inclusive, deer may be hunted by means of a shotgun not larger than
ten gauge and/or by means of a bow and arrow.

2. A person shallnot hunt deer on any day during the open season except between
stern Standard Time
one deer.

the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. E;
3. A person shall not kill more than
4. A person shall not make, set, or uf 3 any trap, torchlight or jacklight, salt lick,

ring, enticing, taking, injuring, or killing a
any deer with or by the aid of any noise-

fcr other device for the purpose of ensr
aeer, nor hunt, drive, worry, or distur
making device or devices.

pen season shall be reported within forty-5. The killing of a deer during the
eight hours thereafter to the Director, Division of Fisheries and Game, Boston, in
writing over the hunters own signature and address, giving date, town in which
killed, sex and approximate weight of deer, and whether said deer was killed by a
shotgun or a bow and arrow.

Introduction.
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6. A person having killed a deer during the period beginning the first Monday
in December and ending the following Saturday, both days inclusive, shall not
hunt thereafter during the remainder of such period for any bird or mammal, ex-
cept that this shall not prohibit hunting on coastal waters if otherwise lawful.

7. During the period of the open season beginning the first Monday in Decem-
ber and extending through the following Saturday, both days included, a person
shall not hunt a bird or mammal with a rifle, revolver, or pistol or by the aid of a
dog, or have in his possession or under his control in any wood or field a rifle, re-
volver, or pistol or a dog adapted to the hunting or pursuing of birds or mammals
except that this shall not prohibit the use of dogs while hunting migratory water-
fowl on coastal waters; during the exclusive archery period of the open season a
person hunting or in pursuit of deer shall not use, have in his possession or under
his control in any vehicle, on any highway, or in any field or woodland a dog or'
firearm of any kind, nor shall any person have in his possession any shotgun shells
loaded with a single ball or shot larger than number one in any place where birds
or mammals might be found.

8. Rules and regulations entitled “Rules and Regulations Relating to the Hunt-
ing of Deer in Massachusetts” promulgated January 1, 1956 are hereby revoked
and superseded by the foregoing.

9. These rules and regulations shall remain in effect until amended or revoked
and shall become effective on November 1, 1959.

All references to hunting of deer under the present rules and regu-
lations refer only to deer. There is no mention of sex or age; there-
fore deer of either sex are taken during the open season in Massa-
chusetts.

Laws in Othi tes

The following is a brief summation relative to hunting of deer in
neighboring states with regard to the sex of the deer:

Maine allows killing of deer of either sex
New Hampshire allows killing of deer of either sex
Vermont males only; special season for hunting females
New York males only; party permit system and special season for hunting

females

In the latter two states it was
population of deer existed. This
duced by liberalized regulations tc

found that a demonstrable over-
overpopulation could only be re-
permit the harvest of female deer.

The purpose was to re-establish the overall well-being of the deer
herd in relation to the carrying capacity of the range or habitat.

Data compiled by personnel of the Division of Fisheries and Game
covering a fifteen-year period from 1948 through 1963 indicate that
the sex ratio of the Massachusetts deer herd is about even or favors
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the male population slightly. This indicates a normal well-balanced
deer herd. Game biologists in states where female deer are pro-
tected are envious of the well-balanced deer herd in Massachusetts.

Kill data compiled since the early 1900’s show that the Massa-
chusetts deer harvest has increased from a low of 1,282 deer in 1910
to a high of 4,887 in 1958 with some fluctuations. Since 1958, the
deer harvest has averaged 3,080 per year.

Some Massachusetts deer hunters feel that by protecting the
female deer, the herd size could be increased.

It is a recognized concept of
the female segment of the deer
crease the herd size. However,
must be considered before recor
deer.

deer management that protecting
population has a tendency to in-
there are many ramifications that
unending the protection of female

First and foremost is the question, can the Massachusetts covers
npport a larger deer herd. Deer, as all wildlife species, are a product

of the land. In other words, the a
determines the number of animal

lount of available food and cover
present.

Second in importance is the known fact that no wildlife species
can be stockpiled. A surplus must either be harvested annually
of forfeited.

Statistical data of antler beam diameter of Massachusetts male
deer, one and one-half years and older, indicates that the deer popu-
lation reached the apparent carrying capacity of the range during
the middle 1950’5. The antler beam diameter per age class reflects
the of deer range. The mean antler beam diameter of the
one and one-half year class deer after 1958 declined from 17.0 to
14.0 millimeters in 1961 indicating deterioration of the quantity
and quality of deer range.

It is rather questionable whether the range has recovered suffi-
ciently to maintain an increase in the herd size at this time.

Another question that should be considered is, can the Common-
wealth afford to increase the size of the deer herd? Cost figures of
deer damage to orchards and croplands was over nine thousand
dollars in 1963. This sum does not include the cost of investigation
of damage claims.

Before any laws protecting female deer are enacted that would
tend to increase the deer herd size, it would be well to consider the
deer-vehicle collision factor. Figures on deer mortality caused by
other than hunting, show that automotive vehicles are the highest
mortality factors. The deer-vehicle collision figures fluctuate at
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roughly the same rate as the hunter harvest figures. That is, during
years of high deer harvest reported by hunters, the deer-automobile
collisions are proportionately high. The record high auto-deer
collision, 490, and the record high hunter harvest, 4,887, occurred
in 1958.

Recent cost figures show that the Commonwealth settled 82 claims
by motorists costing over .$ll,OOO for 1963.

The Commonwealth with its network of high-speed, well-traveled
roads, should consider the safety of the motorist. A deer-auto col-
lision is a terrifying experience. It involves not only potential
damage to the motor vehicle, but great danger to the passengers.

In states where male deer only are shot, game protectors and
biologists report an annual waste of deer resulting from the illegal
shooting of females and young males.

It has been estimated in states having male only deer laws that the
illegal kill per legal kill varied from 67 to over 100 illegal deer per
100 legal males. Such waste does not fit in to the deer management
plans of the Commonwealth.

Recommendations.

1. That, in view of the evidence presented above, House docu-
ment No. 2393 not be favored or considered for passage into law.

2. That, upon completion of the current deer study project, the
necessary changes pertaining to deer management will be recom-
mended to the Director of the Division of Fisheries and Game.

3. That, under chapter 131, section 80 of the General Laws, the
Director of the Division of Fisheries and Game, be granted the
power to regulate the hunting of deer. Therefore, it would be
deemed unnecessary to legislate any rules and regulations for the
hunting of deer.



1965.] HOUSE No. 3895. 15

Boston, Massachusetts, December, 1964.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives ,

We herewith submit the following report upon the effects of
changing the open season on deer from the first full week in De-
cember to the third full week in December. Present regulations,
open seasons in neighboring states, and data collected by the Di-
vision of Fisheries and Game in a continuing Federal-aid deer re-
search project have been considered in the report. The investigation
was conducted by biologist James M. McDonough of the Division
of Fisheries and Game under the supervision of the Superintendent
of the Bureau of Wildlife Research and Management.

The Metropolitan District Commission was not involved in this
phase of the study resolve.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
Commissioner

Department of Natural Resources.
JAMES M. SHEPARD,

Director

Cfte Commontoealti) of 00a$0acfnisctts

Division of Fisheries and Game.
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HOUSE No. 408

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act changing the permissible period for hunting deer.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 82 of chapter 131 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 115 of the acts of 1953, is hereby

1 further amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting
4 in place thereof the following: No person shall in any county,
5 except in such counties as may then be closed to the hunting of
6 deer, between the hours of half past six o’clock in the morning
7 eastern standard time, on the third Monday in December and
8 five o’clock in the afternoon, eastern standard time, on the
9 following Saturday, and no person shall, in Berkshire, Frank-

-10 iin, Hampshire, or Hampden counties, between the hours of
11 half past six o’clock in the morning, eastern standard time,
12 on the second Monday in December and five o’clock in the
13 afternoon, eastern standard time, on the following Saturday,
14 if such additional period for hunting deer is authorized in such
15 county or counties under section eighty, hunt a bird or mammal
16 with a rifle, revolver or pistol or by the aid of a dog, or have in
17 his possession, or under his control, in any wood or field, a rifle,
18 revolver or pistol, or a dog adapted to the hunting or pursuing
19 of birds or mammals, or while in pursuit of bii’ds or mammals,
20 have in his possession, or under his control, on any highway,
21 any such firearm or dog.

Cbe Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts
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A. SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES, AND THE DIVISION OF
FISHERIES AND GAME RELATIVE TO CHANGING
THE PERMISSIBLE PERIOD FOR HUNTING DEER.

House document numbered 408 provides for changing the opening
date of the shotgun deer hunting season from the first full week in
December to the third full week in December.

Scope.

Some deer hunters, especially in the western and central regions
of this state, feel that the chances ofkilling a deer would be increased
due to possible snow conditions during the third week of December.

Existing Laws

There are nine rules and regulations covering deer hunting, the
first of which is appropriate to this study.

1. The open season shall be in two periods as follow
(a) November 14 to November 27, both days inclusive, shall be an exclusive

archery season, and during this period deer may be hunted only by means of a bow
and arrow.

(6) Beginning the first Monday in December and ending the following Saturday,
both days inclusive, deer may be hunted by means of a shotgun not larger than ten
gauge and/or by means of a bow and arrow.

Laws in Other States
State. Dates of Deer Hunting Season.

Maine October 1-14. North Zone.
October 1-20. Central Zone.
October 1-31. Rest of the state.

New Hampshire .... October 26-November 14.
Vermont October 10-28,
New York October 25-December 1. North Zone

November 16-December 1. South Zone.
November 16-December 16. Special Counties

Introduction.
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All neighboring states (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and
New York) allowing an open season for the hunting of deer have
either an October or November opening date. In addition, with the
exception of special counties in New York, all these states have
closing dates on or before December 1.

It is assumed that the purpose of the proposed change for a late
deer season is to allow deer hunters to hunt during a period when
there is likely to be a covering of snow on the ground. The snow
covering tends to make the tracking of a deer an easy task
for hunters.

In fairness to deer hunters, it is the opinion of the Division that
the present deer hunting season dates are adequate. Such dates
allow hunters on the Cape, the Islands, and the eastern portion of the
state roughly the same general hunting conditions as the central and
western portions of the state. It is recognized that in some years
there is snow only in the Berkshires, but as a general rule the same
weather conditions prevail statewide.

It is quite possible that some hunters feel that the Massachusetts
deer herd is not being harvested to its full capacity because of the
poor tracking conditions during some open seasons on deer.

A study of deer harvest data collected at deer checking stations
by Division personnel indicates that the Massachusetts deer herd
is being harvested to its capacity.

Hunter success depends greatly upon the size of the deer herd.
The larger the size of the deer herd the larger the statewide deer
kill. Conversely, the smaller the herd size the smaller the state-
wide deer kill. This is true regardless of tracking conditions.

There are a number of seemingly contradictory factors that must
be considered for the management of the Massachusetts deer herd.
One is the winter habits of the deer. Cold weather and deep snows
have a tendency to concentrate deer in certain areas. It is quite
possible that a later hunting season might upset the deer moving on
to the winter range.

Once deer have settled on the wintering ranges, they show great
reluctance to move any great distance. If such an area were located
by hunters, it is quite possible that serious damage could be inflicted
on a local deerpopulation.

Discussion.
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Deer hunting during the suggested period might affect the late
breeding season of fawns. Deer research has shown that a portion
of the fawn population breeds during their first year. The normal
breeding season for adult deer is late October and early November.
The breeding period for fawns usually starts in late December and
carries over into January.

It should be pointed out that every four years and for a four-year
period, Christmas day would fall during the deer hunting season
provided for in House document numbered 408.

Recommendations

The present opening and closing dates remain unchanged, and
that House document numbered 408 should not pass.
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Boston, Massachusetts, December, 1964.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

We herewith submit the following report relative to changing the
pen season on deer to include two Saturdays within the open season.

Present regulations, and data collected in a continuing Federal-aid
research project by the Division of Fisheries and Game have been
considered in the report. The investigation was conducted by bi-
ologist James M. McDonough of the Division of Fisheries and Game
under the supervision of the Superintendent of the Bureau of Wild-
life Research and Management.

The Metropolitan District Commission was not involved in this
phase of the study resolve.

C&e Commontoealtl) of

Division of Fisheries and Game.
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SENATE No. 315

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act providing that the open season on deer shall be

FROM THE FIRST SATURDAY IN DECEMBER TO THE FOLLOWING
SATURDAY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 80 of chapter 131 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 1 of chapter 480 of the acts of 1953,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the second paragraph
4 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: —•

5 The open season on deer shall be from the first Saturday in
6 December to the following Saturday, both days inclusive.
7 The director may make rules and regulations relating to bag
8 limits, possession limits, and all other matters connected with
9 such open season as he may deem necessary or expedient, and

10 may suspend or modify such rules and regulations whenever
11 in his opinion such action is necessary.

C&c Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts
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THE DEPARTMENT OF
AND TLIE DIVISION OF

A SPECIAL REPORT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
FISHERIES AND GAME RELATIVE TO PROVIDING
THAT THE OPEN SEASON ON DEER SHALL BE
FROM THE FIRST SATURDAY IN DECEMBER TO
THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY.

Senate document numbered 315 provides that the length of the
open season for the hunting of deer be increased from six to seven
days, the season to open on the first Saturday in December to the
following Saturday.

Scope of the Problem

Under the present law, the deer season opens on the first Monday
in December and closes on the following Saturday. Some hunters
want an additional day, a Saturday, to hunt deer, as such would not
necessitate taking off a day from work during the middle of the week.

Existing Laws

Rules and regulations relating to the hunting of deer in Massa-
chusetts :

Introduction.

1. The open season shall be in two periods as follow
(a) November 14 to November 27, both days inclusive, shall be exclusive arch-

ery season and during this period deer may be hunted only by means of a bow and
arrow.

(6) Beginning the first Monday in December and ending the following Saturday,
both days inclusive, deer may be hunted means of a shotgun not larger than ten
gauge and/or by means of bow and arrow.

2. Aperson shallnot hunt deer on any day during the open season except between
the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.

3. A person shall not kill more than one deer.
4. A person shall not make, set, or use any trap, torchlight or jaoklight, salt lick,

or other device for the purpose of ensnaring, enticing, taking, injuring, or killing a
deer, nor hunt, drive, worry, or disturb any deer with or by the aid of any noise-
making device or devices.
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5. The killing of a deer during the open season shall be reported within forty-
eight hours thereafter to the Director, Division of Fisheries and Game, Boston, in
writing over the hunter’s own signature and address, giving date, town in which
killed, sex, and approximate weight of deer, and whether said deer was killed by
a shotgun or bow and arrow

6. A person having killed a deer during the period beginning the first Monday in
December and ending the folio-wing Saturc
thereafter during the remainder of such p
that this shall not prohibit hunting on coa

ay, both days inclusive, shall not hunt
shod for any bird or mammal, except
ital waters if otherwise lawful.

7. During the period of the open seasor
ber and extending through the following i

beginning the first Monday in Decem-
aturday, both days included, a person

shall not hunt a bird or mammal with a rifle, revolver, or pistol, or by the aid of a
dog, or have in his possession or under his control, in any wood or field, a rifle, re-
volver, or pistol, or a dog adapted to the hunting or pursuing of birds or mammalsvoiv

except that this shall not prohibit the use of dogs while hunting migratory water-
fowl on coastal waters; during the exclusive archery period of the open season a
person hunting or in pursuit of deer shall not use, have in his possession or under
his control in any vehicle, on any highway, or in any field or woodland, a dog or
firearm of any kind nor shall any person have in his possession any shotgun shells
loaded with a single ball or shot larger than number one in any place where birds
or mammals might be found.

8. Rules and regulations entitled “Rules and Regulations Relating to the Hunt-
ing of Deer in Massachusetts” promulgated January 1, 1956 are hereby revoked
and superseded by the foregoing

9. These rules and regulations shall remain in effect until amended or revoked
and shall become effective on November 1, 1959

Deer research studies conducted by the Division of Fisheries and
Game indicate that the deer herd in Massachusetts is being harvested
very close to its capacity. The study shows that 50 per cent of the
harvestable male deer and upwards of 26 per cent of the harvestable
female deer are removed annually. A greater percentage of removal
of the female deer (i.e. above 38 per cent) could seriously damage the
herd.

Data collected at deer checking stations and from hunter deer
kill reports show that slightly over 75 per cent of the deer killed were
hot on the first (Monday) and the last (Saturday) days of the six-

day deer season.
If another Saturday were addc

undue hunting pressure would 1:
herd. Such pressure could upse
result in a possible decline in the

to the present season, it is felt that
placed on the Massachusetts deerts deer

he increment-harvest balance and
eer herd on a statewide basis.c

l

Discussion.
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Analysis of the deer data, collected at deer checking stations, for a
thirteen-year period from 1951 to 1963 indicate that in some region
of Massachusetts, the deer population is quite low. Subjecting these
regions to extra hunting pressure could deplete the deer population
to such a level that it would necessitate closing the deer season for
a period of years to allow recovery.

Recommendation

1. The present season remain at six days and maintain the present
opening and closing dates, and that Senate document numbered 315
should not pass.


