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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Rogers of New Bedford, for a
Bill to provide for the assistance of children with specific language disability
and other learning impairments (House, No. 1283, changed). November 15.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five

An Act providing for the assistance of children with certain
LEARNING IMPAIRMENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 46J the following three sections:
3 Section J+6K. The school committee of every town or re-
-4 gional school district shall ascertain, under regulations pre-
-5 scribed jointly by the department of education and the depart-
-6 ment of public health, the number of school children of school
7 age resident therein who have specific learning disabilities result-
-8 ing from perceptual-motor handicaps, including problems in
9 visual perception and integration, and the reading disability

10 known as congenital dysk

11 In any town or regional school district where there is a
12 child who has any of the learning disabilities provided for
13 in this section, the school committee may provide special instruc-
-14 tion periods in a place under the control of the school committee
15 for the purpose of furnishing such child the type of instructie
16 he requi

17 In any town or regional school district where there are seve
18 or more children who have any of the learning disabilities pro-
19 vided for in this section, the school committee may establish a
20 special class for the purpose of furnishing such children tli
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21 type of remedial instruction required by them. For such pur-
-22 poses a teacher may be employed with special qualifications
23 for such position who may be deemed to be hired as a con-
-24 sultant and any probationary period may be waived for the
25 purpose of obtaining certification.
26 Section 46L. The department, upon the request of the parents
27 or guardians and with the approval of the governor, may send
28 such children with specific learning disabilities enumerated in
29 said section forty-six K as it considers proper subjects for such
30 special training and instruction to any school within or without
31 the commomvealth, affording remedial treatment for such chil-
-32 dren. The department may continue the special education of
33 such children for such terms as may be recommended by the
34 principal or other chief administrative officer of such school.
35 Section The expenses of the special classes authorized
36 by section forty-six K and the expenses of the instruction and
37 support actually rendered or furnished to children as authorized
38 by section forty-six L, including their necessary travelling ex-
-39 penses, but not exceeding ordinary and reasonable compensation
40 therefor, shall be paid by the commonwealth, but the parents or
41 guardians of such children, who are able wholly or in part to
42 provide for their support and care, to the extent of their ability
43 may be required by the department to reimburse the common-
-44 wealth therefor.


