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Department of Public Health
ate House, Boston 33, November 3, 19(

The Honorable Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State Hou
Boston, Massachusett

Dear Sir: In accordance with the provisions of General Laws,
Tercentenary Edition, Chapter 80, Section 33, as amended by Acts
of 1948, Chapter 07, a copy of the recommendations for legislation
is submitted, together with a draft of the bill embodying the legisla-
tion recommended. The drafts of legislation have been submitted
to the Counsel of the House as required by law.

Very trulv yours,

Cfjr CommontoealtJ) of cpassadjusetts

ALFRED L. FRECHETTE,
Commissioner.
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1. An Act providing for the Protection of the Public Health
as related to Certain Nuclear Facilities.

At the present time the Department is required to approve pro-
posed systems for water supply or for the disposal of drainage or
sewage. Under the new bill there would be added to these duties
of the Department the requirement that it approve the plans or
design for any nuclear facility. The proposed bill also provides for
a fine if the prolusions of the paragraph are violated.

It provides that the Department may, after notice and a hearing,
order additions or improvements to the facilities described above if
in the Department’s opinion these additions or improvements are
required for the protection of the public health, comfort, or con-
venience.

2. An Act providing that no Works or System for Disposal
of Refuse shall be Established or Constructed unless
the Plans or Designs therefor have been Approved by

the Department of Public Health.

At the present time, the Department is required to approve pro-
posed systems for water supply or for the disposal of drainage or
sewage. Under the new bill there would be added to these duties of
the Department, the requirement that it approve the plans or de-
sign for refuse transfer station, refuse incinerators, and compost
plants. The proposed bill also provides for a fine if the provisions
of the paragraph are violated.

3. An Act relative to the Disposal of Garbage, Refuse and

Offai

Under the present first paragraph of Section 4 of Chapter 40 of
the General Laws, towns have the power to contract for a period not
exceeding 20 years for the disposal of refuse by incineration. The
proposed law would expand the provisions of the original law by
including the disposal of refuse by composting, sanitary landfill or
in any other sanitary manner approved by the Department. It
would allow communities to contract for a period not exceeding
20 years for refuse disposal in the ways enumerated above and under
the same conditions as are spelled out in the present law.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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The existing fee for an annual permit to maintain a water supply
cross-connection is $lO.OO. It is estimated that the average costs to

an approved water supply cross-the Commonwealth of supervising
connection exceed $25.00 per year.

ate to increase the annual fee to
will be compensated more ade-

Accordingly, it appears appropr
$25.00 so that the Commonwealtl
quately for the expense of carryin m this program. Further, the
number of new cross-connections has been increasing steadily. An
increased permit fee would tend to encourage owners to avoid or
eliminate cross-connections requiring departmental supervision.

State Departments, agencies and institutions (including Depart-
ment of Public Health institutions) maintaining water supply
cross-connections are required to obtain an annual permit and to
pay the annual fee. In the case of state departments, institutions
and agencies, the processing of the fee entails considerable paper
work which appears to serve no useful purpose. Accordingly, it is
recommended that Chapter 111, Section 1 GOA be amended to
eliminate this situation.

5. An Act relative to the Protection of Flood Plain
There appear to be two basic defects in Chapter 220 of the Acts

of 1965.
(1) Although the chapter relates to water supply matters, no

mention is made of the Department of Public Health. While the
Department of Natural Resources has adopted the practice of
notifying the Department of Public Health of each matter coming
to their attention, there is no legal authority assigned to us as
regards water supply.

(2) The type of activity which the act controls may have public
health implications aside from water supply, but the act does not
take cognizance of this fact.

6. An Act relative to the Demolition or Cleaning of Dwell-
ings UNDER THE STATE SANITARY CODE.

At the present time Section 5, Chapter 111 of the General Laws
provides, in part, that if premises are to be demolished a claim for
the expense so incurred by the board shall constitute a debt due the
city or town. Proposed legislation would provide that if the

4. An Act relative to Water Supply Cross-connections.
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premises are cleaned or the structure is demolished, the expense
incurred by the board shall constitute a debt due the city or town.

7. An Act pertaining to the Assignment of a Site for Refits.
Disposal.

The proposed new Section 150 A of Chapter 111 of the General
Laws would require that a site for a refuse transfer station, refuse
disposal incinerator, or refuse disposal composting plant be assigned
for such purpose by the local board of health. The present Sec-
tion 150 A provides for such assignment in the case of an incinerator
or a dumping ground only.

The proposed law also provides that any place in a chy or town
which is now assigned as a dumping ground for garbage, rubbish
or refuse shall within 90 days after passage of the act be deemed to

y landfill and shall be maintained
and operated under rules and regulations to be adopted by the
Department of Public Heal

8. An Act relative to Certain Employees

Under present law', engineers and firemen employed in the De-
partment of Public Health are required to take a civil service exam-
ination in addition to their State licensing examination. Whereas,
engineers and firemen employed in the Department of Mental
Health are required to take only the licensing examination no
civil service examination.

This places the Department of Public Health at a disadvantage,
making it almost impossible to compete with the Department of
Mental Health in recruiting engineers and firemen. As a result, the
Department of Public Health has a number of vacancies in these
positions.

9. Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by a
Special Commission of the Condition of Dental Health,

pecially among Children, and of Appropriate Meas-
es towards Eliminating Dental Decay, including

the Fluoridation of all Community Water Supplii

The proposed resolve calls for the creation of a special commission
to study the condition of dental health, with particular reference to
the prevalence of dental decay (dental caries) in children, and of
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feasible and appropriate measures toward its prevention. The
study, which is to recommend and contain drafts of necessary
legislation, is to include the possibility of fluoridating all community
water supplies. A report is to be filed by the commission on or
before the first Wednesday of October, 1966.

No thorough study of the problems of dental decay and its solu
tion has been undertaken by a legislative commission for approxi
mately twenty years, or si
Number 1608). The report then notes the wide-spread exist-
ence of dental caries, and characterizes that condition as, “without
doubt the most common of all diseases which afflicts the human
body, and one from which very few persons among civilized nations
entirely escape.” It is time for a new look into the condition of
dental health and care, especially among children, and of recom-
mending appropriate measures, including the possibility of state-
wide fluoridation of public water supplies, if found appropriate and
feasible, to deal with the prevalence of dental decay.

■e 1946 House Document
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