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By Mr. Wojtkowski of Pittsfield, petition of James M. Richmany, Thomas
C. Wojtkowski and another that cities and towns be authorized to provide per-
manent repairs of certain ways. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act authorizing cities and towns to provide permanent

REPAIRS OF CERTAIN PRIVATE WAYS.

Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
ing out section 6G, as inserted by chapter 195 of the acts of
.1958, and inserting in place thereof the following section;
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Section 6G. A city which accepts this section by vote of

its city council subject to the provisions of its charter or a
town which accepts the same at an annual town meeting may
make permanent repairs on private ways which have been open
to public use for six years or more, and in such cases section
twenty-five of chapter eighty-four shall not apply.
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Such repairs shall not be undertaken until the city council
in cities or an annual town meeting in towns shall declare that
they are required by public necessity and convenience. Said
repairs shall not be undertaken unless and until the mayor
and city council or the selectmen have in their possession agree-
ments executed by all abutting owners to release and save the
city or town harmless on account of any damage whatever
caused by such repairs. Such agreements to release and save
harmless being recorded in the registry of deeds for the district
where the land is situated shall be deemed to be covenants run-
ning with the land and shall be binding upon all subsequent
owners thereof.
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Ci)e CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

A city acting through its city council and a town acting-
through its selectmen is hereby authorized to assess better-
ments upon the owners of estates which derive particular bene-
fit or advantage from the making of such repairs on any such
private way a sum equal, in the aggregate, to one half of the
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27 cost thereof and, in the case of each such estate, in proportion
28 to the frontage thereof on such way.
29 Except as herein otherwise provided, the provisions of chap-
-30 ter eighty relating to public improvements and assessments
31 therefor shall apply to repairs to private ways ordered to be
32 made under authority of this section; provided, that no assess-
-33 ment amounting to less than twenty-five dollars shall be ap-
-34 portioned and the number of equal portions into which any
35 assessment may be apportioned shall not exceed five.
36 The provisions of sections six E and six F shall not apply
37 in nor be accepted by any city or town which accepts this
38 section.


