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By Mr. Contalonis of Woburn, petition of George T. Contalonis for legislation
to eliminate the requirement of appointment of impartial physicians in work-
men’s compensation cases. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act to eliminate the appointment of impartial physi-

cians in workmen’s compensation proceedings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section nine of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 two of the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion six of chapter three hundred and fourteen of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and fifty-three, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 152 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 9A, as most recently amended by section 6
3 of chapter 314 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place there-
-4 of the following section:
5 Section 9A. Whenever a medical question is in dispute in
6 any case, the employee may engage his own physician, and
7 one additional physician if the single member or the division
8 finds that justice and equity require the same, to appear and
9 testify in his behalf, and, if the decision of the single member

10 or of the division is in favor of the employee, a reasonable
11 fee shall be allowed by the member or by the division for the
12 services of each such physician and shall be added to the
13 amount awarded to the employee and be paid by the insurer
14 under the provisions of this chapter; provided, that, not-
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15 withstanding the foregoing, in every case wherein the decision
16 of the single member or of the division is in favor of the em-
-17 ployee, if more than one physician appeared and testified in
18 behalf of the insurer a reasonable fee shall be allowed for the
19 services of each of the physicians, up to a like number, who
20 appeared and testified in behalf of the employee, which fees
21 shall be added to the amount so awarded and be paid by the
22 insurer under the provisions of this chapter.

1 Section 3. Section SOB of said chapter 152, as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 15 of chapter 602 of the acts of 1956,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the first two para-
-4 graphs.


