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By Mr. Farrell of Worcester, petition of Thomas F. Farrell for establishing
special form of city charter for the city of Worcester vesting the city govern-

ment in a mayor and a city council consisting of eleven members, one

from each ward and one elected at large. Cities

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act establishing a special form of city charter for the
CITY OF WORCESTER UNDER WHICH THE CITY GOVERNMENT IS
VESTED IN A MAYOR AND A CITY COUNCIL CONSISTING OF ELEVEN
MEMBERS, ONE FROM EACH WARD, AND ONE COUNCILLOR AT LARGE,
SAID MAYOR AND ELEVEN CITY COUNCILLORS BEING NOMINATED IN

PARTY PRIMARIES AND ELECTED IN PARTY ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 43 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the definition of “Plan

3 F”, inserted by section 1 of chapter 448 of the acts of 1959,
4 the following definition :

5 “Special Form of City Charter for the City of Worcester”,
6 a city government and legislative body composed of a mayor
7 and a city council, one councillor to be elected from each of
8 the ten Worcester wards, with one councillor to be elected at
9 large who shall serve as president of the city council, with

10 the mayor and city councillors to be nominated in party pri-
ll maries and to be elected in party elections.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 43 is hereby further amended by
2 adding after section 8, the following section 8A:
3 Section BA. This referendum shall be submitted to the
4 registered voters of Worcester the following question:—
5 “Shall the City of Worcester adopt a form of city charter
6 under which the city government is vested in a mayor and
7 a city council consisting of eleven members, one from each
8 ward, and one councillor at large, said mayor and the city
9 councillors to be nominated in party primaries and to be

C&e Commontoealt!) of e^assacfnisettg



1 [Jan.HOUSE No. 2878.

�

10 elected in party elections?”
11 The question as to the adoption of the act, as stated in the
12 petition, shall he printed on all ballots used at the biennial
13 state election to be held in the current year. If a majority
11 of the voters in the city balloting on such question at said
13 election, vote in the affirmative, then the provisions of the
16 act so adopted which relate to the nomination and election
17 of municipal officers for the city of Worcester, shall take effect
18 on the first Monday of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-19 seven.

1 Section 3. The mayor of the city shall be elected at large
2 to hold office for a term of four years at a salary of twenty-five
3 thousand dollars per annum; the city councillors shall be
4 elected from the wards to hold office for a term of two years
5 at a salary of five thousand dollars per annum; the councillor
6 elected at large, shall be elected to serve for two years at a
7 salary of sixty-five hundred dollars per annum and shall be
8 president of the city council; the five members of the school
9 committee shall be elected at large to hold office for two years,

10 and receive no compensation.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 43 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section 16A the following

4 Section 168. The city primary and election under this plan
5 shall, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, be con-
-6 ducted under the provisions of the statutes of the common-
-7 wealth relating to party primaries and elections. The city
8 primary shall be held on the sixth Tuesday preceding the
9 regular city election. At said primary, each political party

10 shall place in nomination a candidate for mayor, five can-
-11 didates for school committeeman, and a candidate for conn-
-12 cillor from each ward of the city, and a candidate for conn-
-13 cillor at large. There shall not be printed on the ballot at such
14 city primary the name of any person as a candidate for nom-
-15 ination for the office of mayor, school committee, or city conn-
-16 cillor, unless a certificate from the registrars of voters of the
17 city wherein such person is a registered voter that he is en-
-18 rolled as a member of the political party whose nomination he
19 seeks, is filed with the citv clerk on or before the last day for

section:
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filing nomination papers.20
Nominations of candidates, other than party nominations

for any offices to be filled at a city election may be made by
nomination papers containing the name of the candidate, his
residence with street and number, if any, the office for which
he is nominated and the principle, if any, which he represents
in not more than three words. If a candidate is nominated
otherwise than by a political party, the name of a political
party shall not be used in his political designation, nor shall
the name of any organization which has been adjudicated
subversive under section eighteen of chapter two hundred and
sixty-four, be used in his political designation.
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Q9 Such nomination papers shall be signed in the aggregate by

not less than such number of voters as will equal three per
cent of the entire vote cast for governor at the preceding bien-
nial state election in the electoral district or division for
which the officers are to be elected, but in no event by less
than fifty voters.
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Such nomination papers for city office shall be filed with
the city clerk by a responsible person who shall sign his name
and address. The written acceptance of the candidate shall be
filed therewith.
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Such independent nomination papers for city offices shall
be tiled not later than the last day fixed for the filing of party
nomination papers for the city primaries.
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Section 5. The nomination petition shall be signed, in
the case of a candidate for mayor, by at least one thousand
registered voters of the city qualified to vote for such can-
didate at the primary election; in the case of a candidate for
city councillor, by at least one hundred registered voters quali-
fied to vote for such candidate at the primary election, and
for councillor at large, by at least five hundred registered
voters, and in the case of a candidate for school committeeman,
by at least five hundred registered voters qualified to vote for
such candidate at the primary election.
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1 Section 6. Under this plan, at every primary and every
2 regular municipal election, each voter shall be entitled to vote
3 for not more than one candidate for the office of mayor, not
4 more than one candidate for the office of ward councillor, and
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5 councillor at large, and not more than five candidates for the
6 office of school committeeman. If a vacancy occurs in the
7 office of mayor by death, removal or resignation at any time
8 during the first three years of the term ending December
9 thirty-first, the city clerk shall forthwith order an election

10 to fill such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.
11 If a vacancy occurs during the fourth year of the term
12 beginning January first, a meeting of the city council shall be
13 called by the city clerk and the city council shall elect by
14 majority vote one of its members as mayor for the remainder
15 of the unexpired term. If the city council fails so to elect at
16 said meeting or within thirty days thereafter, the president
17 of the city council shall become acting mayor, shall exercise
18 all the rights and powers of mayor and shall be sworn to the
19 faithful discharge of his duties.
20 If a vacancy occurs, before the last six months of the terra,
21 in the office of a councillor elected by and from the voters of a
22 ward, the city council shall forthwith order an election to
23 fill such vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.

1 Section 7. Upon the adoption of this plan, all heads of
2 departments and members of municipal boards, except the
3 school committee, as their terms of office expire, shall be ap-
-4 pointed by the mayor without confirmation by the city council.

1 Section 8. The legislative powers of the city shall be vested
2 in the city council. The councillor elected at large shall serve

is the president of the council during his term of office.

1 Section 9. All provisions of law or statutes, inconsistent
2 or in conflict with the above plan of city government, based
3 upon a two-party system with partisan municipal primary and
4 election, are hereby repealed.


