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Executive Department
State House, Boston, February 3, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Commonwealth Service Commissi<1 The Commonwealth Service Commission was established by
Chapter 622 of the Acts of 1964. Since that time, the Commission
has developed programs that have assisted in the care of the mentally
ill, mentally retarded, pre-school children, school dropouts, the
aging, migrant farm laborers and the residents of under-developed
urban communities. During 1965, 1,000 corpsmen volunteers con-
tributed more than 500,000 hours of service in 78 projects. At
present there are over 300 corpsmen engaged in 53 active projects
located in many communities throughout the Commonwealth.
Furthermore, the Commission has well developed plans for many
new projects.

The program was originally financed by a $500,000 appropriation
authorized in the supplementary budget of 1964. I recommend that
this amount be supplemented with a $200,000 appropriation in the
budget for the 1966 fiscal year. This recommendation would have
made available approximately $500,000 for the 1966 fiscal year.
The 1966 General Appropriation Bill, however, did not authorize
any additional funds for the Service Corps. Therefore, I again
recommended that you authorize funds for this purpose with an ap-
propriation of $193,488 in the supplementary budget. The approval
of this recommendation, however, remained as unfinished business
on January 4, 1966.

The program of the Service Corps is supplementary to the Federal
anti-poverty program, and provides Massachusetts with a federal-

* state coordinated attack on these serious problems.
I consider this program to be a most beneficial contribution to

our total effort to aid the forgotten and the most needy elements in
our society. It has been necessary for the Commission to delay
new projects, as funds for the salaries and expenses of corpsmen are
nearly exhausted.
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I now recommend that you immediately, in advance of the Gen-
eral Appropriation Bill, authorize the sum of $95,700 so that these
service programs may not be interrupted. Sufficient funds for this
purpose have been reserved for deficiency appropriations in the
General Fund State Purposes Balance Sheet attached to my Annual
Budget Message.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


