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MEMORANDUM OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH PURSUANT TO GENERAL LAWS,
CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, WITH RESPECT TO PETI-
TION OF JOHN W. SEARS AND ANOTHER FOR
LEGISLATION TO AUTHORIZE THE MERGER OF
DENISON HOUSE, THE LITTLE HOUSE, INC. AND
DORCHESTER HOUSE, INC. INTO FEDERATED
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSES, INC.

February 4, 1966,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representat

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk of
the House of Representatives on December 27, 1965 with a request
for a memorandum.

Denison House was incorporated under the provisions of Sec-
tion 6 of Chapter 125 of the Revised Laws on March 29, 1913.

The Little House, Inc. was incorporated under the provisions
of Section 6 of Chapter 125 of the Revised Laws on February 25,
1919.

Dorchester House, Incorporated was incorporated under the pro-
visions of Section 6 of Chapter 125 of the Revised Laws on
November 19, 1909.

Federated Dorchester Neighborhood Houses, Inc. was incor-
porated under the provisions of Chapter 180 of the General Laws
on September 30, 1965.

The bill before your Honorable Bodies seeks authority for
Denison House, The Little House, Inc. and Dorchester House,
Inc. (hereinafter referred to collectively as the “merging corpora-
tions”), to merge into Federated Dorchester Neighborhood Houses,
Inc. (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the “surviving corpora-
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tion”). Federated Dorchester Neighborhood Houses, Inc. shall be
the surviving corporation in such merger. The surviving corpora-
tion shall have the purposes and powers of the merging corpora-
tions as well as those of Federated Dorchester Neighborhood
Houses, Inc. as they existed prior to such merger, and shall be
subject to and liable for all the duties, liabilities and obligations
of the merging corporations as well as those of Federated Dorchester
Neighborhood Houses, Inc.

Section 2. When such merger shall become effective, all prop-
erty, real, personal and mixed, and all rights and interests, legaU
and equitable, of said merging corporations, including all devises,*
bequests, gifts and transfers heretofore and hereafter made to or
for the merging corporations, shall vest in or for the benefit of the
surviving corporation without further act or deed, and shall be
held and administered by the surviving corporation upon and sub-
ject to the same terms, conditions, limitations and trusts as they
are now held upon or would have been held upon had such merger
not been effected; and without limiting the foregoing, each of the
officers of the merging corporations and the surviving corporation
is hereby authorized to execute, acknowledge and deliver all such
instruments and to perform all such other acts as may be deemed
necessary or proper to carry out the merger authorized by this act
and to confirm in the surviving corporation the record title to the
property, rights and interests of the merging corporations. To the
extent required to carry out the provisions of this section the
separate existence of the merging corporations as constituted prior
to such merger shall continue after such merger in and through the
surviving corporation.

Section 3. Upon the effectiveness of such merger, the members
of the surviving corporation shall consist of all persons who were
members of any of the constituent corporations immediately prior
to such merger.

Section 4. The merger shall not become effective unless and
until

(a) each of the constituent corporations shall have accepted this
act and shall have approved by-laws for the surviving corporation,
at meetings duly called for the purpose, by vote of two thirds of
the members of each present and voting at such meetings, and
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(b ) after the aforesaid meetings, the prospective members of
the surviving corporation shall have elected its first board of di-
rectors, together with any officers required to be elected by the
members under the aforesaid by-laws, by vote of a majority of such
members present and voting at a meeting duly called for the pur-
pose

ection 5. The merger shall be complete and effective upon the
filing with the state secretary, within two years after the passage
of this act, of a certificate signed by the presidents of each of the
constituent corporations to the effect that the conditions of section
four have been satisfied.

Section 6. The surviving corporation may hold real and per
sonal estate to any amount.

Section 7. Whatever right or authority is granted or conferred
by this act is hereby declared to be limited to such authority or
right as the general court may constitutionally grant or confer,
without prejudice to any proceeding that may be instituted in any
court of competent jurisdiction to effect the purposes of this act.

Section 8 of said petition states that for the purpose of its ac-
ceptance, this act shall take effect upon its passage.

Please note that Section 6 of said petition seeks authority for
the surviving corporation to hold real and personal estate to any
amount.

Special legislation is required to effect the desired result of said
petition.

This department feels that this matter is purely one of policy
within the exclusive purview of the General Court, and this office
expresses no opinion on the merits of the bill. No fee is required
to be paid by corporations of the type described in the petition.

Respectfully submitted

KEVIN H. WHITE
tarv of the Commonwealth.
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The Little House, Inc. and
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A.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six,

An Act authorizing the merger of dension house, the little
HOUSE, INC. AND DORCHESTER HOUSE, INC. INTO FEDERATED DOR-
CHESTER NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSES, INC.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same , as
follow.

1 Section 1. Denison House, The Little House, Inc. and
2 Dorchester House, Inc. (hereinafter referred to collectively as
3 the “merging corporations”), each of which is a charitable

corporation organized and existing under chapter one hundred
5 and eighty of the General Laws, are and each of them hereby
6 is authorized to merge into Federated Dorchester Neighborhood
7 Houses, Inc. (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the “survi-
-8 ving corporation”), a charitable corporation organized and ex-
-9 isting under said chapter one hundred and eighty. Federated

10 Dorchester Neighborhood Houses, Inc. shall be the surviving
11 corporation in such merger. The surviving corporation shall
12 have the purposes and powers of the merging corporations as
13 well as those of Federated Dorchester Neighborhood Houses, Inc.
14 as they existed prior to such merger, and shall be subject to
15 and liable for all the duties, liabilities and obligations of the f*!
14 as thev existed p:

as those of Federated Dorchester16 merging corporations as wt
17 Neighborhood Houses, Inc.

1 Section 2. When such merger shall become effective, all
2 property, real, personal and mixed, and all rights and interests,
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3 legal and equitable, of said merging corporations, including all
4 devises, bequests, gifts and transfers heretofore and hereafter
5 made to or for the merging corporations, shall vest in or for
6 the benefit of the surviving corporation without further act or
7 deed, and shall be held and administered by the surviving cor-
-8 poration upon and subject to the same terms, conditions, limita-
-9 tions and trusts as they are now held upon or would have been

10 held upon had such merger not been effected; and without
11 limiting the foregoing, each of the officers of the merging cor-
-12 porations and the surviving corporation is hereby authorized
13 to execute, acknowledge and deliver all such instruments and to
14 perform all such other acts as may be deemed necessary or
15 proper to carry out the merger authorized by this act and to
16 confirm in the surviving corporation the record title to the
17 property, rights and interests of the merging corporations. To
18 the extent required to carry out the provisions of this section
19 the separate existence of the merging corporations as constituted
20 prior to such merger shall continue after such merger in and
21 through the surviving corporation.

1 Section 3. Upon the effectiveness of such merger, the
2 members of the surviving corporation shall consist of all per-
-3 sons who were members of any of the constituent corporations
4 immediately prior to such merger.

1 Section 4. The merger shall not become effective unless
2 and until
3 (a) each of the constituent corporations shall have accepted
4 this act and shall have approved by-laws for the surviving
5 corporation, at meetings duly called for the purpose, by vote
6 of two thirds of the members of each present and voting at
7 such meetings, and
8 (b ) after the aforesaid meetings, the prospective members
9 of the surviving corporation shall have elected its first board

10 of directors, together with any officers required to be elected
11 by the members under the aforesaid by-laws, by vote of a
12 majority of such members present and voting at a meeting
13 duly called for the purpose.
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1 Section 5. The merger shall be complete and effective
2 upon the filing with the state secretary, within two years after
3 the passage of this act, of a certificate signed by the presidents
4 of each of the constituent corporations to the effect that the
5 conditions of section four have been satisfied.

1 Section 6. The surviving corporation may hold real and
2 personal estate to any amount.

1 Section 7. Whatever right or authority is granted or con-.
2 ferred by this act is hereby declared to be limited to such™
3 authority or right as the general court may constitutionally
4 grant or confer, without prejudice to any proceeding that may
5 be instituted in any court of competent jurisdiction to effect
6 the purposes of this act.

1 Section 8. For the purpose of its acceptance, this act shall
2 take effect upon its passage.
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