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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, February 9, 196C

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives

During the 1965 legislative session, I submitted for your con-
sideration a bill, H. 4399, Appendix “A”, which would have em-
powered the Department of Public Works to manage properties
acquired under the Accelerated Highway Program. I have been
informed that a later version of this bill, H. 4474, containing several
constructive amendments, was passed to be engrossed in both
Branches, but was not enacted because of the dissolution of the
session.

As a result, the Department of Public Works cannot legally
maintain as income-producing property, the parcels acquired by
eminent domain during the period prior to demolition and construc-
tion. This situation causes substantial economic waste and con-
siderable unnecessary human suffering waste and suffering which
will be of increased magnitude now that the Department is prepared
to commence acquisition for those parts of the Interstate Highway
Program lying in areas of highest population density. The economic
loss is both to the Commonwealth, whose lands lie needlessly idle
for a period of time, and to the cities and towns, which lose tax
revenues on account of such property earlier than they wr ould if the
property stayed income-producing. Moreover, unnecessary human
hardship is imposed on tenants, who are frequently left without the
basic and necessary utility services such as electricity, gas, water
and heat. That tenants should be exposed to such conditions is
completely inconsistent with the humanitarian philosophy under-
lying the creation last year of the Bureau of Relocation —a Bureau
proposed by this administration for the sole purpose of alleviating
the plight of those forced to leave their homes as a result of eminent
domain takings.
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Consistent with this philosophy, I again urge your prompt ap-
proval of the attached legislation, the provisions of which received
your approval during the last session.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act authorizing the department of public works to

MANAGE PROPERTY ACQUIRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE ACCEL-
ERATED HIGHWAY PROGRAM.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to insure eligibility for federal reim-
-3 bursement on account of interest payments in connection with
4 real property acquisitions, to avoid revenue loss to cities and
5 towns, and to authorize maintenance and necessary repairs to
6 acquired buildings, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
7 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of
8 the public safety and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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1 Section 1. The department of public works is hereby au-
-2 thorized to manage properties acquired on behalf of the com-
-3 monwealth under the provisions of chapter six hundred and
4 seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-five,
5 chapter eight hundred and twenty-two of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and sixty-three, chapter two hundred and thirty-seven
7 of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-two, chapter five
8 hundred and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-one,
9 chapter five hundred and twenty-eight of the acts of nineteen

10 hundred and sixty and chapter thirty-two of the acts of nineteen
11 hundred and fifty-eight, and corresponding provisions of sub-

-12 sequent acts related to the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956,
13 between the time of such acquisition and the time that such
14 properties are put to the use for which they were acquired.
15 Such power of management shall include, without limitation,
16 power to charge rent, to negotiate leases, to provide mainten-
-17 ance, to make repairs, to extend easements or licenses upon
18 such terms and conditions as the department shall adjudge
19 fair and equitable and to provide fire, storm, public liability
20 and other insurance in relation to acquired structures or lands.
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1 Section 2. On real estate so leased or rented by the depart-
-2 inent pursuant to the provisions of this act, the commonwealth
3 shall pay to the city or town where such real estate is located
4 a sum in lieu of taxes equal to the amount of taxes which would
5 have been payable had the commonwealth not acquired such
6 real estate. Such payments shall commence on the first day
7 of the month next following the date upon which such property
8 shall be so leased or rented, and shall terminate on the last day
9 of the first complete month next following notification in writing

10 by the department to said city or town that such property is
11 no longer under lease or rental.

1 Section 3. The department may terminate any tenancy
2 created under the provisions of this act by giving thirty day’s
3 notice in writing by certified mail of its intention to terminate
4 and may thereafter issue its warrant to the sheriff of the county
5 in which the property is situated or to his deputy directing
6 him to make entry on the property and to take possession
7 thereof on behalf of the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. Expenditures authorized under the provisions of
2 this act shall be paid from sums appropriated therefor from
3 the Highway Fund. All income from leases or rentals pursuant
4 to section one and all other receipts in connection with the
5 management of such real estate shall be paid into the Highway
6 Fund. The department is hereby authorized to accept and
7 receive any federal funds which are now or may hereafter
8 become available for expenditures authorized by this act, and
9 such federal funds, when received, shall be credited to the

10 Highway Fund.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect as of November first
2 nineteen hundred and sixty-five.


