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I am deeply moved to be here with you in this historic chamber
where decisions have been made through generations that have
affected the very lives and futures of our fellow citizens.

And I am grateful for this opportunity to acknowledge in per-
son the official congratulations I received from this Body on my
appointment to President Johnson’s Cabinet. I appreciated the
support you expressed of my continuing opportunity to serve the
President and the Nation.

As I stand here, I am both proud and sad. My late parents
arrived as strangers to our shores and found opportunity to build
a life for themselves and a future for their children. This has been
a common occurrence in our State and my presence here today not
only is a reaffirmation of their hope but symbolizes that here
the roads to fulfillment are open roads unblocked by prejudice.

But I feel a measure of sadness as well because my parents
cannot be here to share this honor with me.

A little more than five years ago another son of Massachusetts
stood here as Ido today. He was a young, vibrant leader full of
confidence in the future of his State and his country.

Those who observed him in those days those days that some-
how seem only yesterday and yet seem a lifetime ago sensed his
eagerness to move forward to seize the responsibilities and chal-
lenges of the Nation’s highest office. But every ticking second
brought him that much closer to his last smile and his last wave
on a street in Dallas.

I have some thoughts I wish to convey to you today but before
I do let me recall something that John Fitzgerald Kennedy said to
you that January day in 1961. He said then that all his life
wherever he was “this has been my home; and God willing,
wherever I serve, it will always remain my home.” I want you to
know that I have fully shared and will always share those senti-
ments.



[Feb.HOUSE No. 3082.

f

f

Today I want to talk to you about a Great Society possibly
the most remarkable society since ancient Athens during the glory
that was Greece. The Great Society of which I speak was born in
a State without important natural resources; small in area; with
less people than some of our present middle-size cities. Yet this
Great Society produced more, gave more, invented more, contem-
plated more, dared more, than any other section - large or small,
in this Republic.

The Great Society I have in mind excelled in almost every field
of human activity. Among its people were outstanding philoso-
phers, poets, educators, novelists, lawyers, preachers, statesmen,
moralists and orators.

It was a society that put a premium on individual courage and
so it also produced more than its share of rebels. And I might add
that there was something in the cold air and rocky soil that brought
forth some of the outstanding women of America women of
strong mind and great heart.

It was a society that fired a musket ball that not only was once
heard around the world but which continues to ever circle
awakening other men of courage to join the surge for freedom.

It was a society that produced ideas so broad in scope that they
still seem new. One of its philosopher-rebels wdio stated that by
thinking alone he had travelled the world without leaving his home
town developed an idea called passive resistance. A century
later a man named Gandhi read his book and soon there was
created the second largest democracy in the world. And still later
this idea was rediscovered in Birmingham and Selma. And let us
not forget that in this society I refer to the first Negro died together
with his wdiite brethren in the cause of freedom.

This was a society so great that its pattern was followed through-
out the country its traits of hard work, inventiveness, courage,
willingness to protest, commitment to education, strong religious
and moral beliefs have become American traits.

Of course the name of this America’s first Great Society is
known to you and to every American.

It is the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
But you don’t need me to remind you of those great figures who

established the Bay State as the original Great Society you need
but raise your eyes and see fifty-one of their names carved on the
frieze.
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You don’t need me to remind you of our heroic past. You simply
recall the powerful words of its greatest orator;

“I shall enter on no encomium upon Massachusetts; she needs
none. There she is. Behold her, and judge for yourself. There is
her history; the world knows it by heart. The past, at least, is
secure. There is Boston and Concord and Lexington and Bunker
Hill; and they will remain forever.”

And of course Daniel Webster was right. The past is secure.
The greatness IS undeniable. But when President-elect Kennedy
spoke to you five years ago HIS concern was with the future.

He knew, as we know, that, at some point in our past, greatness
began to drain away from our State. At some point there were no
more great names to add to those above us in this hall.

Perhaps it was complacency. Perhaps it was a failure of imagina-
tion. Perhaps it was the gradual loss of some of our best young-
talent who moved west to enrich other states and other regions.
Or perhaps it was the expansion of the nation itself and the birth
of new heroes.

It was in part all of these things and something else too.
High ideals and strong motivations seemed to become blurred

as personalities came to dominate principles and purpose was lost
in old feuds, old hatreds and old ties. Thus our economy and our
influence slowly declined; as industry after industry left us, as
trade shrivelled, and as some of our finest sons felt compelled to
seek opportunity elsewhere.

But, my friends, even as this took place there were signs of new
movement.

New faces appeared renewed vigor emerged it flowed into
Massachusetts from throughout the world from Canada, from
Poland, from Germany, from Greece, from Italy, from dozens of
other countries and, yes, even a few from the old sod. This influx

combined with a native Yankee stubbornness that did not ac-
cept defeat gradually turned the tide.

$ Just as the first flourishing of the Bay State was symbolized by
a forest of ship masts in Salem Harbor and by men of genius, there
were also two symbols one material and one human of the new
flowering, the reawakening. The material symbol was the vast in-
dustrial complex along Route 128.

Early in its history Massachusetts committed itself to quality
education. There were free libraries in every town and hamlet.
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Now we were to reap the benefit for the Bay State has become
a world leader in research and manufacturing facilities.

The human symbol of reawakening was the recognition that we
had been blessed with an extraordinary person in our midst John
Fitzgerald Kennedy. We gave him our trust, our votes, our respect
and our affection and he repaid us with his strength and his
dedication in reversing our national downward course. He led us
to a new greatness.

For thirteen years in intimate association, I observed him in
moments of stress and at times of great decision. These were the
finest years of my life. I treasure them not only for my association
with greatness but also because with President John F. Kennedy
and now with President Lyndon B. Johnson I have been closely asso-
ciated with political statesmanship.

I have learned that, above all, the problems we face today both
domestically and internationally are so vast and so complex that
they can not be resolved by isolated effort.

To insure progress, indeed to prevent the loss of gains already
made, we simply must work together.

We must work as a team.
We must work as a team among the states and between the

states and the Federal Government.
I have learned too in my association with these two great Pres-

idents that the Constitutional separation of powers between Legis-
lative and Executive Branches of government does not bar coopera-
tive effort but rather we have worked together in the nation’s
interest.

During these years we have seen a great outpouring of progres-
sive legislation capped by last year’s historic Legislative Session.
This has occurred in many areas ■— Medicare, Aid to Education,
Immigration, Health and Scientific Research, Urban Affairs, Civil
Rights, Atomic Testing, protection of our natural resources and
our vital supply of clean air and water.

I can tell you from direct experience, that if it had not been
for concerted, continual and indeed historic efforts by President
Kennedy and President Johnson to bridge the gap between the
White House and Congress—and if Congress had not reacted in
kind much of this program would never have come to pass.
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And in this effort, great credit is due to still another son of Mas-
sachusetts who has contributed so much in leadership to the Con-
gress Speaker of the House John W. McCormack.

Now we can point with pride to the enactment of John Fitzgerald
Kennedy's New Frontier Program. His program is now the law of
the land and I can’t envision a greater monument that could be
erected to his memory.

But there is still much to be done. The domestic struggle goes
on a struggle in both country and in Commonwealth, a struggle
to rise together toward further greatness. There are many arenas,
but perhaps closest to the heart of President Johnson is the one
that laid the foundation for our progress in Massachusetts: educa-
tion. And the President’s accomplishments in this area will be a
landmark of his Administration.

The struggle for freedom around the world continues as well.
As we concern ourselves with solving our problems at home, we
must never forget that the people of the Commonwealth are only
as secure as the people of Vietnam. As President Johnson has said,
“We did not choose to be the guardians at the gate, but there is no
one else.”

Finally, let us recall a giant figure in the history of our State,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and his essay entitled “Self Reliance.” In
his day, individual self reliance was the core of wisdom. In our
day the state or the city that relies on itself alone is doomed to
frustration and failure. Self reliance today must include a larger
entity than the individual. It must have the ability to reconcile
varying interests.

President Johnson has said that “the challenge of the next half
century is whether we have the wisdom to use (our) wealth to en-
rich and enliven our nation and our lives and to advance the quality
of our American civilization.”

Politics as usual, strife as usual, conflict as usual, were demonstra-
tions in the past that we didnot possess such wisdom.

Of course, much of what I have been saying is well-known to this
Body, for in large measure you are responsible for the turning of
this Commonwealth toward new greatness.

Your progress in recent years reminds me of the story oft re-
peated by John F. Kennedy during that great national election
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campaign of 1960 which you know well. It concerned a State legis-
lature. The State was neighboring Connecticut. The time 1780.
One midday in that still superstitious period, the skies turned black.
Many members of that Legislature clamored for immediate adjourn-
ment. The Speaker of the House, one Colonel Davenport, jumped
to his feet and silenced the din with these words: “The day of
judgment is either approaching or it is not. If it is not, there is
no cause for adjournment. If it is, I choose to be found doing my
duty. I wish therefore that candles may be brought.”

Let us in this our beloved and historic Commonwealth light the
candles that will lead us to a new era of cooperation of progress
and of greatness.

Let us be found doing our duty.
Let us determine self-reliance through cooperative effort.
Let us become fully involved in the new, the creative federalism

that promises to raise our nation to the level that once was ours
in Massachusetts alone truly a Great Society.


