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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMISSION OF
THE CITY OF BOSTON (Under Section 18 oF Chapter

486 oF the Acts of 1909) RELATIVE TO PROVIDING
AN ANNUAL SALARY FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS OF
SAID COMMISSION.

City of Boston, Finance Commission,
24 School Street, Boston 8, Mass., March 8, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

For fifty-seven years the members of the Boston Finance Com-
mission, apart from the Chairman, have served without any com-
pensation. This has meant a great sacrifice of time, particularly
during periods of hearings. Even during the regular course of
Finance Commission business it has meant inconvenience to attend
meetings and to be available for discussions of Finance Commission
business in person and via telephone.

The Commission is fortunate in getting citizens to serve. It has
become increasingly difficult since the so-called “Conflict of Inter-
est” statute went into effect to recruit members for the Commis-
sion. Under the law, moreover, members must be residents of
Boston.

It is felt that if there were some form of compensation for the
inconvenience entailed in membership, the members would feel
reer to attend more frequent meetings and that such increased
participation would enrich and expedite the work of the Commis-
sion.

By way of citing precedent, members of the Boston Housing Au-
thority and the Boston Licensing Board, Boston Board of Exami-
ners, and Boston Board of Appeal, receive compensation.

When the Temporary Finance Commission, which was appointed
to survey the administration of Boston and lay the groundwork for
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a new City Charter, made its report in 1909, it recommended the
establishment of a peimanent Finance Commission, which is the
Commission of today, consisting of “a board of five members”.
The salaries recommended in that 1909 report were “$5,000 for the
Chairman and $3,000 for the other members”. The $5,000 amount
has been paid the Chairman since 1909, but, for some unknown
reason, the recommended $3,000 for the other members was never
paid. If the latter amount was deemed proper fifty-seven years
ago by those who framed the original form of the Finance Commis-
sion, the same reasoning is more compelling today in an urban ad-
ministrative environment of greater complexity and involving such
a greater volume of City funds.

The Finance Commission has therefor prepared the attached legis-
lative bill and respectfully requests that it be given your favorable
consideration.

inbmitted,Respectfully

THE FINANCE COMMISSION

George E. Berkley,
Chairman

Roger J. Abizaid, M.D.
Joseph P. McNamara.
Russell S. Codman, Jr.
Abraham Monsein, Esq.
Chandler W. Smith,

Acting Executive Secreta
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act providing an annual salary for certain members of
THE CITY OF BOSTON FINANCE COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting
3 in place thereof the following sentence: The other members
4 shall each receive an annual salary of thirty-five hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. Section 20 of chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second sentence as amended
3 by chapter 894 of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence: A sum sufficient to cover the salary
5 of the chairman and other members of the commission and the
6 further sum of at least eighty thousand dollars to meet the ex-
-7 penses as aforesaid each year shall be appropriated by said city.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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