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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CERTAIN CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECTS.

January 26, 1966,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Chapter 51 of the Resolves of 1965 provides for an investiga-
tion and study by the metropolitan district commission relative to
certain construction projects and to the transfer of certain parks
and playgrounds to said commission, as follows:

C6c Commontoealti) of

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of current house
documents numbered 239, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-
mission to construct and maintain apublic bathhouse on Wollaston beach in Quincy;
387, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct and
maintain a children’s playground in the town of Dedham; 568, authorizing the met-
ropolitan district commission to install certain pushbutton traffic signals and traffic
signs in the city of Revere; 569, authorizing the metropolitan district commission
to build a wall and divert the Winthrop parkway in the city of Revere so as to serve
as a cistern for the purpose to catch the spray and overflow of the excessive sea water
during exceptional high tides and storms and to channel same back to the ocean;
576, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to take over
the care, control and maintenance of Olmstead park and certain other park land
in the city of Boston; 791, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-

parkway at the intersection of Auburn
izing and directing the metropolitan dis-
in playground in the city of Boston and
, authorizing the city of Boston to trans-

mission to eliminate the curve on Mystic
street in the city of Medford: 1602, autho
trict commission to acquire the McLaugh.
make certain improvements thereon: 1601
fer certain land to the metropolitan district commission and authorizing and direct-
ing said commission to construct and maintain certain facilities; 1604, authorizing
the city of Boston to transfer certain land to the metropolitan district commission
and authorizing and directing said commission to construct and maintain certain
facilities; 1605, providing for the improvement of the intersection of the Charles
river dam Monsignor O’Brien highway, Commercial avenue and the approach to
the Prison Point bridge in Cambridge; 1987, authorizing and directing the metro-
politan district commission to construct a playground facility on land in the Ros-
lindale section of the city of Boston; 2347, relative to authorizing the metropolitan
district commission to construct a playground for mentally retarded children and

d children in the metropolitan district; 2532, relative to au-
thorizing the metropolitan district commission to construct a playground for men-
tally retarded children and physically handicapped children in the Somerville-
Arlington area; 2697, authorizing the metropolitan district commission to install

Alewife Brook parkway in the town of Arlington; 3038,
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to prohibit trucks from travelling on th
avenue and Webster avenue in the cities

levere beach parkway between Everett
Everett and Chelsea; 3039, authorizing

and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct a pedestrian ove:
pass on the Revere beach parkway in the city of Chelsea; 3043, authorizing and
directing the metropolitan district commission to construct a combination football
field and outdoor running track on land in the Hyde Park district of the city of
Boston; and 3188, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission
to construct a sidewalk in the city of Somerville.

Said commission shall report to the general court the results of its investigation
and study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation nec-
essary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of
the house of representatives on or before the last Wednesday of January, nineteen
hundred and sixty-six. Approved June 14, 1966.

H 239

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct and Maintain a Public Bathhouse
on Wollaston Beach in Quincy.

The Commission in the past has received tremendous opposition
from the residents of this area when a similar type of legislation was
proposed. We feel that the opinion of the elected officials of the
city of Quincy should be ascertained before a project of this nature
is undertaken.

House 387.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct and Maintain a Children’s Play-
ground in the Town of Dedham.

The playground, which would be on Commission-owned land,
would be adjacent to a veterans’ housing project in the town of
Dedham. It would seem more reasonable for the town itself to
obtain a transfer of our land to the town for the purposes contained
in this petition.

Housi 568.

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to In-
stall Certain Pushbutton Traffic Signals and Traffic
Signs in the City of Revere.

The Commission presently does not favor installing pedestrian
traffic lights on Winthrop Parkway, as this area is used mostly in
the summertime. Traffic studies in the past have not warranted
the use of such lights in this area. Continuous traffic studies are
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being made and, if conditions change, then lights would be installed.
Legislation is not necessary to accomplish this project

House 56£

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Build
a Wall and Divert the Winthrop Parkway in the Citt
of Revere so as to Serve as a Cistern for the Purpose
to Catch the Spray and Overflow of the Excessive Sea
Water During Exceptional High Tides and Storms and

to Channel Same Back to the Ocean.

The work proposed in this petition is to cure an existing condi-
tion caused by ocean spray hitting the sea wall and flooding the
areas beyond the sea wall. The solution is impractical, because
it would necessitate a reverse curve in the parkway, which would be
dangerous to traffic. The new roadway could not be built high
enough to make any appreciable improvement.it. In addition, the
grade would have to be low enough so as not to block the view of
the abutters. The cistern proposed would be very expensive, and
the cost would not warrant the questionable benefits and, in addi
tion, there would be objections from the abutter

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan Distri
mission to Take Over the ( Control and Main
nance of Olmstead Park and Certain Other Park Land
in the City of Boston

•Since the filing of this petition, the Metropolitan District Com-l

ussion has erected a skating rink in this area on land deeded to it

re city of Boston through its Park Commission. This p
would require us to take the remaining park area now under
jurisdiction of the city of Boston. We feel that the erection of tl
hating rink meets with the desires of the area and the city of Boston

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Eliminate the Curve on Mystic Parkway at

Intersection of Auburn Street in the City of Medford.
The Commission, although it feels that legislation is unnei

has no objection to the reconstruction called f( n and
intends to do this work if money is a
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House 1602
Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District

Commission to Acquire the McLaughlin Playground in
the' City of Boston and Make Certain Improvements
Thereon.

The Commission is opposed to this petition, since the playground
in the city of Boston and presently
said city. The playground is.far
ntly under the jurisdiction of the
sion and therefore could not be
lice.

is located on Parker Pliil Avenue
under the care and control of
removed from any lands prese
Metropolitan District Commit
adequately supervised by our p<

Hoc -e 1603

ton to Transfer Certain Land
trict Commission and Authoriz-

Authorizing the City of Bo;
to the Metropolitan Di
ing and Directing Said Commission to Construct and

Maintain Certain Facilities.

This petition calls for the taking over by this Commission of the
Fens Stadium now under the care and control of the city of Boston.
This land is adjacent to roadways now policed by the Metropolitan
District Commission, and during this past year the city of Boston
was asked its opinion on transferring this land to the Common-the Common-
wealth, to which there was violent opposition. Although the Com-
mission itself has no objection to acquiring this property, it feels
that in the interest of good government the wishes of the city of
Boston should be respected.

House 1604.
Authorizing the City of Boston to Transfer Certain Land

to the Metropolitan District Commission and Authoriz-
ing and Directing Said Commission to Construct and

Maintain Certain Facilities.
This petition calls for the transfer from the city of Boston to the

Metropolitan District Commission of the Mission Hill playground
now under the jurisdiction of the city of Boston. The Commission
is opposed to this type of petition, as it feels the playground rightly
belongs in the city of Boston Parks Department and could not
adequately be supervised by our police because it is far removed from
any lands under the jurisdiction and control of the Metropolitan
District Commission.
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House 1605,

Providing for the Improvement of the Intersection of the
Charles River Dam, Monsignor O’Brien Highway, Com-
mercial Avenue and the Approach to the Prison Point
Bridge in Cambridge.

At the present time the Metropolitan District Commission is
undertaking improvements in the Mystic Ptiver Dam and is in the
process of negotiating with the Massachusetts Port Authority for
the construction of a bridge from Leverett Circle to connect with
the Mystic Bridge. The Commission is well aware that this area is
extremely congested and is in favor of making improvements to
alleviate this congestion, but feels that, until such time as these
other projects are firmly determined, it is impossible engineering-
wise to prepare its studies.

House 1987.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Playground Facility ox Land in
the Roslindalb Section of the City op Boston.

This petition calls for the construction and maintenance of a
playground facility on land of the Commonwealth within an appro-
priate section of the Roslindale district of the city of Boston. The

biguous, as it does not point out any particular area
I it would be extremely difficult for us to ascertain what land is
der the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth and if it is available.

House 2347

\tive to Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion to Construct a Playground for Mentally Retarded
Children and Physically Handicapped Children in thi
[Metropolitan District.

Although the Commission feels that the intent of this petition is
rthy and has in the past undertaken many surveys with this
mind, it feels that it is not the proper agency to maintainmamtai

playground. This conclusion was reached after many con-
sultations with agencies which deal with these exceptional children
because they need a special type of supervision which the Metr
politan District Commission could not provide.
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House 2532

Relative to Authorizing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Playground for Mentally Re-
tarded Children and Physically Handicapped Children
in the Somerville-Arlington Area

2347, except that it calls fo
a playground in the Somer
tents on House 2347 woul

This petition is similar to House
erection and maintenance of such
Arlington area. The same comn
applicable here.

th
.41le-
-1 be

I
26tHousi

Authorizing the Metropolitan
stall Pedestrian Lights on
in the Town of Arlington

District Commission to In-
he Alewife Brook Parkway

legislation. A study has
' are available, the lights w

This petition does not require
made, and it appears that, if fund
erected.

11 be

He 3038

Prohibiting Trucks from Tr
Parkway Between Evere
in the Cities op Everett

YELLING ON THE REVERE B
t Avenue and Webster Ay
and Chelsea.

Y

a restricted area. Becaust
the area involved, the Cor
T'his is not a matter pre
appears to be thinking tha

Prior to two years ago, this w
petition of residents and officialspetition oi residents ana omciais o:
sion voted to make this change.

before the Legislature and, if th v
■(

parkway or roadway should revert ts former restn
this matter should be presented to the Metropolitan D
mission sitting as a body to evaluate, since the Commission is prop-
erly delegated to control the usage of roads under its jurisd

TT :9

Metropolitan District Com->
SDESTRIAN Oy’ERPASS on the

Authorizing and Directing the
mission to Construct a 1
Revere Beach Parkway in

Pedestrian Over:

r the City op Chi

The Commission is not in favor of a pedestrian overpass at the
ite designated in this petition as, in its opinion, it would be very

costly and traffic cannot cross Revere Beach Parkway in the
Webster Avenue area.
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House 3043

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Combination Football Field and
Outdoor Running Track on Land in the Hyde Park Dis-
trict of the City of Boston.

A facility of this nature would be extremely expensive, and the
Commission feels that a decision on a track facility should be post-
poned until the matter of the indoor track at Cleveland Circle has
been disposed of by the courts.

House 3188

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Sidewalk in the City of Somer-
ville.

This petition calls for the construction and maintenance of a side-
walk on Alewife Brook Parkway from Massachusetts Avenue in
Cambridge to Broadway in the city of Somerville. A survey has
been made by the chief engineer of our Park Division which indi-
cates that in certain sections sidewalks arc necessary in this area,
and the work will be undertaken if funds are available.

Respectfully submitted,

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION.

Howard Whitmore, Jr
Commissioner.

John F. Haggerty,
Vincent P. O’Brien,
Max Rosenblatt,
Joseph L. Breen, Jr

■sociate Commissioners.








