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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, April 7, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Massachusetts has heard and heeded the call to aims many times
since the birth of our republic. It has sent its young into battle
and wept for those who did not return. It has called upon its sons
and daughters to give their full measure of devotion to the noble
ideals of freedom and democracy, and it was given.

The men and women of the Commonwealth are now engaged in
yet another struggle in the cause of freedom. Several thousand of
them are presently serving with courage and distinction in the un-
familiar terrain of Vietnam. Their sacrifices for their state and
nation must be recognized.

These younger citizens have been asked to leave their homes and
families, to interrupt their careers and education. They face a
period of great readjustment upon their return from Vietnam.
For those returning veterans who would continue their education,
this period can be most trying. These men and women will be older
than their fellow students. They will stand at a relative disadvan-
tage in competing for scholarships against younger students as a
result of their necessary absence from academic life. Many will
have assumed the responsibility of supporting a family, or under-
taken other such financial obligations. These factors materially
reduce a veteran’s educational opportunity.

The Commonwealth should do all in its power to afford each
veteran at least the same opportunity of obtaining an education as
he held prior to entering the armed services. To this end, there-
fore, I propose that the Commonwealth pay the tuition expenses in-

curred by veterans of the Vietnam conflict at any of our state sup-
ported institutions of higher education. These benefits would be
available to any eligible veteran for a maximum of four years, and
would generally have to be claimed within eight years after his dis-
charge or release from active duty.
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Phis measure will, of course, in no way fully demonstrate the
feeling of gratitude which we all share for the courageous efforts of
our men and women in Vietnam. It would, however, make pos-
sible the resumption of interrupted educations, and, in many case
provide the means of higher education becoming a reality rather
than remaining merely a wistful desire

The attached legislation would implement this proposal. I re-
spectfully urge that Your Honorable Bodies grant prompt approval
to its provisions

submitted,Respectfully

JOHN A. VOLPE
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six

An Act providing financial aid for Vietnam veterans at-
tending STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and
follows:

by the authority of the same, as

1 Chapter 69 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 7D the following section;
3 Section 7E. The commonwealth, acting through the depart-
-4 ment, shall pay the tuition incurred at a state-supported insti-
-5 tution of higher education within the commonwealth by a
6 “Vietnam veteran”, as defined in section seven of chapter four,
7 whose service in Vietnam was credited to Massachusetts, pro-
-8 vided said “Vietnam, veteran” was discharged or released from
9 active duty under conditions other than dishonorable. Any per-

-10 son who is eligible under this section, upon becoming a student
11 in any such institution, may request benefits under this section
12 and establish his status as a “Vietnam veteran” under rules and
13 regulations prescribed by the department. The department,
14 upon establishment to its satisfaction of such status, shall in-
-15 struct such institution to regard as paid said person’s tuition
16 for that academic year or part thereof and said institution shall
17 comply with this instruction. Such requests for benefits may
18 be renewed annually prior to the start of each academic year
19 pursuant to rules and regulations prescribed by the department.
20 No educational assistance under this section shall be afforded
21 an eligible “Vietnam veteran” for any academic year commenc-
-22 ing more than eight years after (1) his last discharge or release
23 from active duty or (2) the effective date of this act, whichever
24 is later. Assistance under this section shall continue for the
25 benefit of a “Vietnam veteran” only during such time as he
26 remains a student in good standing at the institution in which
27 he is enrolled, and in no event shall any student receive the
28 benefits provided by this section for more than four years.
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