
SENATE 1123

By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue and Robert H. Quinn for
the adoption of resolutions by the General Court memorializing the Congress
of the United States to enact legislation providing for the absorption by the
federal government of the total cost of public welfare. Judiciary.

Qlhr (Eomnunuiu'alth of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
to enact legislation providing for the absorption by the
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE TOTAL COST OF PUBLIC WELFARE.

Whereas, The Kerner Commission has recommended that the
federal government absorb the total cost of public welfare; and

Whereas, Public welfare currently comprises thirty-seven percent
of Massachusetts’ annual budget; and

Whereas, The present state budget for public welfare amounts
to approximately four hundred and fifty million dollars; and

Whereas, The increasing costs of Medicaid under present condi-
tions will appreciably add to state budgets in the future; and

Whereas, Medicaid is a valuable program for the people of Massa-
chusetts and should be continued; and

Whereas, The cost of welfare programs is basically a federal re-
sponsibility; and

Whereas, Absorption of welfare costs by the federal government
would release hundreds of millions of dollars for both property tax
reduction and needed new progressive programs for the under-
privileged at the state level; now therefore be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts strongly
urges the Congress of the United States to take early favorable ac-
tion on the aforementioned Kerner Commission recommendation
so that appropriate planning for property tax reduction and needed
new programs for the underprivileged can be initiated in the Com-
monwealth; and be it further
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Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded by the
Secretary of State to the President of the United States, the presid-
ing officer of each branch of the Congress, and to the members
thereof from the Commonwealth.


