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mendations for legislation are submitted herewith, together with a
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E AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE SALE OF COMMERCIAL FERTI-
LIZERS AND AGRICULTURAL LIMING MATERIALS.

There has been no change in the General Laws governing the
inspection and sale of Commercial Fertilizers and Agricultural Lim-
ing Materials in Massachusetts since they were amended by Chapter.
67, Acts of 1933, which covers a period of close to forty years.

During this period, fertilizer technology has advanced consider-
ably. Many new types of fertilizers have been developed. Minor
elements are added to and guaranteed in fertilizers. New synthetic
organic compounds are used in fertilizers such as the urea formalde-
hyde resins.

The manufacture of and the administration of the fertilizer laws
have become a complex science. This is updated legislation that will
cover all phases of modern methods of the manufacture, sale, and
distribution of commercial fertilizers and agricultural liming mate-
rials.

In so far as it is compatible with the spirit and intent of existing
law in Massachusetts, the bill herein presented strives for uniformity
with the laws of the federal government and those of other states.

For this reason the enclosed law is closely patterned after the
Uniform State Fertilizer Bill as promulgated by the American Associ-
ation of Plant Food Control Officials which is composed of represen-
tative of the state and federal agencies concerned with the adminis-
tration of the fertilizer laws. The writing of the Uniform Fertilizer
Bill has been a cooperative effort between the members of the
fertilizer industry and the various Fertilizer Control Officials.

Massachusetts adoption of the new fertilizer law will result in
facilitating the regulation of the distribution and sale of fertilizers
and a coordinated enforcement policy with both State and Federal
Agencies. Massachusetts will be maintaining modern laws to cop
with modern methods.

This new law has the complete backing of the fertilizer industry
and the International Fertilizer Institute which represents industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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2. AN ACT MAKING CORRECTIVE CHANGES IN THE LAW REGULATING
THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE

Through the years, chapters and sections of the General Laws have
been amended or repealed, and in the process, references to these
chapters and sections in other sections of the law were sometimes

and left unchanged. This bill would correct these omis-
*sions as they apply to chapter 128. This bill will also correct some of
the wording in several sections of the said chapter.

3. AN ACT ELIMINATING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS RELATING TO FEED

Chapter 365 of the acts of 1972 rewrote the commercial feed law
and transferred it from chapter 94 of the General Laws to Chapter
128. In so doing, three definitions pertaining to commercial feed
were allowed to remain in section 1 of said chapter 94. This bill
would properly delete them.

4. AN ACT TO FURTHER PROMOTE THE BREEDING OF THOROUGH-
BRED HORSES.

In 1969 when the thoroughbred program was started in the
Commonwealth, it was the intention of the legislature to award to
the breeders of Massachusetts bred thoroughbred horses, amounts
equal to twenty percent of the first, second and third prizes awarded
as purses in pari-mutuel races conducted in the commonwealth.

It was also the intention to give an award of five percent to the
owners of Massachusetts stallions who sired said horses.

The language used in the legislation was questioned, and when the
department asked assistance from the attorney general, it was ruled
that the five percent meant five percent of the prize given by the

which amounts to one percent of the money awarded by
the track.

This bill would correct this situation and give the owner of the
stallion twenty-five percent of the money awarded to the breeder,
which would be five percent of the amount awarded by the track.
This was the original intention of the bill.
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5. AN ACT TO FURTHER PROMOTE THE BREEDING OF STANDARD-
BRED HORSES IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

The Massachusetts standardised agricultural fair and breeding
fund committee is of the opinion that if a program involving the
award of monies to Massachusetts bred standardbred horses, racing at
pari-mutuel tracks is set in operation it would be a tremendous aid in
further encouraging the breeding of Massachusetts standardbred
horses. The prizes would amount to twenty percent of the purse t
the breeders of Massachusetts standardbred horses finishing first,'
second and third at pari-mutuel race tracks in the commonwealth.
There would be a further award of twenty-five percent of the
amount paid by the department to said breeder, to the owner of the
stallion which sired said horse, provided it stands in the common-
wealth and is registered with the department.

The second section of this bill would authorize nonpari-mutuel
standardbred racing at agricultural fairs on Sunday.
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