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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
1010COMMONWEALTH AVENUE

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02215, OCTOBER 20, 1972

Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston, Massachusetts

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: —ln accordance with the provisions of
sections 33 and 33A of chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of
the recommendations of the Department of Public Safety is sub-
mitted herewith, together with drafts of bills embodying the legis-
lation recommended.

The drafts of legislation have been submitted to the Counsel to the
House as required by law.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN F. KEHOE, JR.

®fj t Commontoealtf) of fHassacfjusictts!

Commissioner.
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The Department is recommending legislation this year for the
following purposes:

1. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO
MAKE RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO THE WEAPONS
AND EQUIPMENT WHICH MAY BE CARRIED BY PERSONS EN ft,
GAGED IN THE BUSINESS OF PRIVATE DETECTIVES AND*
INVESTIGATORS AND WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCIES.

The third sentence of section 29 of Chapter 147 of the General
Laws provides as follows: “A licensee or his employee or agent
shall carry only such weapons and equipment as are authorized by
the Commissioner.” This section, however, does not specifically
authorize the Commissioner to establish rules and regulations re-
garding such weapons and equipment, therefore, necessitating such
authorization on an individual basis. In view of the large number of
licensees, employees and agents engaged in the business of Private
Detectives and Investigators and Watch, Guard or Patrol Agencies,
enactment of this recommendation would provide greater effective-
ness in the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this
section. Section 2 of the bill would provide a penalty for violation of
any such rule or regulation.

2. AN ACT REQUIRING THE INSTALLATION OF EMERGENCY POWER IN
CERTAIN PASSENGER ELEVATORS.

This bill amends Chapter 143, section 64 of the General Laws by
adding a new section for the purpose of installing emergency power
equipment in passenger elevators in hospitals, nursing homes, and
rest homes. This legislation will enhance the safety of patients in
these buildings.

3. AN ACT MAKING A CORRECTIVE CHANGE IN THE LAW RELATIVE
TO TANKS FOR THE STORAGE OF FLUIDS.

This bill amends the first sentence of section 37, Chapter 148 of
the General Laws requiring persons who construct tanks to hold
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gaseous fluids in excess of a ten-thousand-gallon capacity to first
apply for a permit to construct said tanks from the Commissioner.

4. AN ACT REQUIRING PERSONS EMPLOYED TO INSPECT ELEVATORS

TO BE LICENSED BY THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

This is an act requiring persons employed to inspect elevators to
licensed by the Board of Examiners. This legislation amends sec-

tion 718 of Chapter 143 of the General Laws, striking out the first
sentence and inserting a new sentence requiring persons who work as
elevator contractors and repairmen in the maintenance of elevators,
shall first apply for a license by the Commissioner. It shall not apply
to a person who is employed to inspect elevators prior to the effect-
ive date of this bill if enacted.

5, AN ACT REORGANIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
AND THE DIVISION OF STATE POLICE.

It amends section 4 by striking out section 9 O and inserting a new
section allowing the Commissioner to promote eligible State Police
Officers to higher grades, including State Policewomen subject to
competitive examinations.

It further amends section 5 of said Chapter 22 by striking 9 P of
said section 5, allowing the Commissioner to fill any vacancy that
occurs in the grade of Lieutenant Colonel or Major from the next
subordinate grade.

It also amends section 6 by providing that the incument position
under section 4 of the proposed bill, shall be allowed to hold the
position of Supervisor of State Policewomen without being required
to take an examination.

This legislation will also amend section 4C, Chapter 147 of the
Mineral Laws by inserting a new section spelling out the duties and
functions of the Criminal Information Section within the Division of
the State Police to gather and collect information from other law
enforcement agencies concerning organized crime and maintain files
that it collects and receives and will serve as a clearinghouse of intelli-
gence for all law enforcement agencies within the Commonwealth.
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The clearinghouse will function at the descretion of the head of said
section in responding to a request by another police department if it
will interfere with an investigation presently being carried out; but
said section head before denying any request from another law en-
forcement agency, shall first obtain the approval of the Com-
missioner.

The Criminal Information Section will also advise local police
departments of new techniques, methods of operation, and new
schemes or rackets or the identities of such persons promoting suci®
schemes or rackets. It allows any court in the Commonwealth to
furnish a report to the Criminal Information Section of any person
investigated of gaming, narcotics charges, or pornographic literature,
or improperly soliciting funds for charitable purposes. The narcotics
unit within the Criminal Information Section may investigate all
violations of narcotic or drug laws within the Commonwealth and
cooperate with the Department of the Attorney General to train men
in narcotics procedures pursuant to section eleven B of Chapter 12.

6. AN ACT RELATIVE TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES.

7. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE LICENSING OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Both of the above bills relate to problems encountered by this
Department, both Police Officers and Inspectors, of carrying out
their duties on premises where alcoholic beverages are sold.

8. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO
ISSUE RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO THE QUALIFI-
CATIONS AND CONDUCT OF LICENSED PRIVATE DETECTIVES
AND WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCIES, AND RELATIVE TO

WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT CARRIED BY SUCH LICENSEES AND
THEIR EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS.

i
This legislation amends the General Laws authorizing the Com-

missioner to promulgate rules and regulations relative to the carrying
of weapons and equipment by civil security agencies. These agencies,
in the past few years, have increased in number and are becoming a
common force in commercial buildings.
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9. AN ACT RELATIVE TO CERTAIN FEES PAYABLE TO THE COMMON-
WEALTH.

This legislation is necessary to clarify certain sections of Chapter
684 of the Acts of 1972 which amends Chapter 143 of the General
Laws. In attempting to implement this Chapter, which became effec-
tive July 31, 1972, the Department has encountered several serious
questions by individuals in the private sector, as well as building

'officials relative to the payment of fees to the Department for the
filing of plans for construction of buildings, schools, churches,
hospitals, rest homes, and apartments. This legislation is intended to
clarify duplicate payments by cities and towns to their local building
inspectors and a second payment for the same project to the
Department.

10. AN ACT FURTHER DEFINING THE PURCHASE, LICENSING, AND
KEEPING OF RECORDS OF FIREARMS.

This legislation will enhance the Department’s record processing
and in its duty in the disposition of firearms licensing. It will further
define the words “licensing Authority”, as the Department works
with local police chiefs. It will further define the words, “purchase”
and “sale of firearms” and “conviction” helping to alleviate many
inquiries from the public in this area and remove apparent am-
biguities.

11. AN ACT AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL WORDS TO CONFIRM THAT
BLOOD MEASUREMENTS ARE TO BE CONSIDERED AS VOLUME
MEASUREMENTS IN DETERMINING THE PRIMA FACIE LEVEL OF
PRESUMPTION OF OPERATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF IN-

TOXICATING LIQUOR.

This legislation will distinguish between the percentage of alcohol
in a person’s blood by weight, where it presently calibrates the per-
centage of alcohol in a person’s blood by volume.

12. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A BOARD FOR THE REGULATION OF THE
STORAGE OF FLUIDS AND GASES OTHER THAN WATER.
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This legislation creates a board, appointed by the commissioner, to
regulate the storage of gases and fluids, other than water, and the
construction of tanks or pressure vessels. Various experiences which
occurred in the Commonwealth in the past eighteen months are due,
we feel, because of a lack of regulatory authority by the Department
to enforce proper construction of said tanks.

13. AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DISTRICT ENGINEERING INSPECTORS IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF IN-
SPECTION TO ENFORCE THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE
BOARD FOR THE REGULATIONS OF THE STORAGE OF FLUIDS
AND GASES OTHER THAN WATER.

This legislation would authorize building inspectors in the Depart-
ment to enforce rules and regulations upon the creation of a board of
regulations.

14. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE COLLECTION OF BOILER INSPECTION
FEES.

The Department has experienced great difficulty in attempting to
collect original and renewal fees from licensees who refuse to pay.
The Department, without success, attempted to institute criminal
and/or civil remedies to collect said fees.
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