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By Messrs. Bartley of Holyoke, McGee of Lynn and O’Brien of
Fall River, petition of David M. Bartley, Thomas W. McGee and
James A. O’Brien, Jr., for legislation to make certain corrective
changes in the law changing the fiscal cycles of counties, cities, towns
and certain districts. Taxation.

®fje Commontoealtf) of jHaSSacfjufictts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act making further corrective changes in the law
CHANGING THE FISCAL CYCLES OF COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS AND
CERTAIN DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 849 of the acts of 1969 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 40 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 40. Section 54A of chapter 41 of the General Laws,
5 as amended by chapter 62 of the acts of 1936, is hereby further
6 amended by striking out, in line 5, the word “financial” and

inserting in place thereof the word: calendar

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 849 of the acts of 1969, as amended
y chapter 766 of the acts of 1971, is hereby amended by

striking out section 64
«

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 849 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 65.

1 SECTION 4. Said chapter 849 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 66 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:
4 Section 66. Said chapter 58 is hereby further amended by
5 striking out section 25A, as most recently amended by section 4
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of chapter 813 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof
the following section:

6

Section 25A. Annually on or before March first, the com-
mission shall ascertain and determine the amount due each city
and town under sections eighteen A, eighteen B, and eighteen C,
and the commonwealth’s share of local reimbursement and
assistance programs as authorized by law and the amount
appropriated by the general court, including, but not limited to,
school building construction, school transportation,
lunches, educational programs, teachers’ retirement pensions,
veteran’s benefits, public health and housing and urban renewal
subsidies, and shall notify the assessors of each city and town
thereof. Annually on or before February first each department,
commission, board or other agency of the commonwealth
administering any local reimbursement or assistance program
included under this section for which the commission is required
to estimate the amount to be received by each city or town shall,
upon the basis of information then available to it, estimate and
certify to the state tax commission the amount each city and
town is to receive from the commonwealth under such program
during the next fiscal year. Said assessors, in determining the rate
of taxation to be levied upon taxable property for the year, shall
include in the estimated receipt lawfully applicable to the
payment of expenditures the aforesaid amount.
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SECTION 5. Said chapter 849 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 67 and inserting in place thereof the
following section: -i

Section 67. Section 23 of chapter 59 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting
in place thereof the following paragraph: -

4
s

6

The assessors shall annually assess taxes to an amount not less
than the aggregate of all amounts appropriated, granted
lawfully expended by their respective towns since the last
preceding annual assessment and not provided for therein, of all
amounts required by law to be raised by taxation by said towns
during said year, of all debt and interest charges matured and
maturing during the next fiscal year and not otherwise provided
for, of all amounts necessary to satisly final judgments against
said towns, and of all abatements granted on account of the tax
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16 assessment of any year in excess of the overlay of that year and
not otherwise provided for; but such assessment shall not include
liabilities for the payment of which towns have lawfully voted to
contract debts. The. assessors shall deduct from the amount
required to be assessed (a) the amount of all estimated receipts of
their respective towns lawfully applicable to the payment of the
expenditures of the next fiscal year, e, eluding sums to be
received from the commonwealth or county for highway
purposes, other than funds required to be distributed under
section eighteen B of chapter fifty-eight, and excluding estimated
receipts from loans and taxes, but including estimated receipts
from the excise levied under chapter sixty A and receipts
estimated by the commission under section twenty-five A of
chapter fifty-eight, (b) the amount of all appropriations voted
from available funds for the purpose of deduction, and (c) the
amount of all other appropriations voted from available funds.
Deductions made by the assessors under any provision of this
section shall not be subject to the approval of the commission or
commissioner, as the case may be; provided, however, that
deductions made under clause (a) on account of estimated
receipts, other than those estimated by the commission, shall not
exceed twice the aggregate amount of actual receipts received
during the first six months of the current fiscal year from the
same sources, except with the written approval of the com-
mission; and provided, further, that deductions made under
clauses (b) and (c) shall not exceed the sums certified to the
assessors and the commissioner by the director of accounts, after
such examination of the accounts of the town as he may deem
proper, as the amounts of available funds on hand on the
preceding July first not otherwise appropriated. Said director
shall promulgate and from time to time revise rules and
regulations for determining the available funds of a town in
accordance with established accounting practices of said bureau
of accounts. This section shall not be construed to require any
approval for the use, application, transfer, appropriation or
expenditure of any funds or accounts provision for which use,
application, transfer, appropriation or expenditure is made under
any other general or special law, beyond such approval or
approvals as are required by such other general or special law.
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SECTION 6. Said chapter 849 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 68, as inserted by section 22 of chapter 766
of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following
section;

Section 68. Section 57 of said chapter 59 is hereby amended
by striking out the second sentence, as amended by section 1 of
chapter 290 of the acts of 1968, and inserting in place thereof
the following two sentences: If any betterment assessment (or
apportionment thereof), water rate or annual sewer use charge
added to such tax, or more than one half of the balance of any
such tax as reduced by any abatement remains unpaid after
November first of the fiscal year in which it is payable, interest at
the rate of eight per cent per annum, computed from October
first of such fiscal year, shall be paid on so much of the unpaid
amount as is in excess of said one half of such balance; and if the
whole or any part of any such tax remains unpaid after May first
of such fiscal year, in lieu of interest as aforesaid, interest at such
rate shall be paid thereon, computed from said October first on
any betterment assessment (or apportionment thereof), water
rate or annual sewer use charge added thereto and not paid by
said November first and also on so much of the balance of such
tax not so paid as exceeds one half of such tax as reduced by any
abatement, and computed from April first of such fiscal year on
the balance of such tax outstanding from time to time. Not later
than February first of such fiscal year a notice shall be sent out
showing the amount of such tax which, if not paid by May first,
will bear interest from computed April first.
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SECTION 7. Section 76 of said chapter 849, as inserted by
section 25 of chapter 766 of the acts of 1971, is hereby amended
by striking out the last paragraph thereof.

1

->

SECTION 8. Said chapter 849 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 78 as inserted by section 28 of chapter 766
of the acts of 1971 and inserting in place thereof the following
section: -

■i

4

Section 78. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of
general or special law, there shall be two bills for real estate and
personal property taxes assessed for the eighteen month fiscal
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year which begins on January first, nineteen hundred and
seventy-three.

10 The first bill shall be for real estate and personal property
taxes assessed as of January first, nineteen hundred and
seventy-three, together with any betterment assessment (or
apportionment thereof), water rate or annual sewer use charge
added thereto. The tax rate shown on said bill and used in
computing said real estate and personal property taxes shall be
based upon two-thirds of the amount required to be assessed
pursuant to section twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine of the
General Laws for said eighteen month fiscal year. Said bill shall
be sent out not later than June fourteenth, nineteen hundred and
seventy-three and shall be due and payable on July first of said
year in every city, town and district in which the taxes are
assessed. Interest shall be paid at the rate of eight per cent per
annum on so much of the first billing as remains unpaid after
November first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three, computed
from October first of said year.
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The second bill shall be for real estate and personal property
taxes assessed as of January first, nineteen hundred and
seventy-four. The tax rate shown on said bill and used in
computing said real estate and personal property taxes shall be
based upon one-third of the amount required to be assessed
pursuant to section twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine of the
General Laws for said eighteen month fiscal year. Said bills shall
be sent out not later than March fifteenth nineteen hundred and
seventy-four and shall be due and payable on said March
fifteenth in every city, town and district in which the taxes are
assessed. Interest shall be paid at the rate of eight per cent per
annum on so much of the second billing as remains unpaid after
May first, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, computed from
April first of said year. Section five of chapter fifty-nine of the
General Laws shall be construed to provide an exemption from
the taxes assessed as provided for in this paragraph based upon
the valuation exempt under said section five multiplied by the
tax rate provided for in this paragraph, except that in deter-
mining the amount of the tax relief under any clause of said
section five which provides for an abatement of a fixed dollar
amount, the sum specified shall be deemed to be one-half of the
sum actually specified under any such clause. Any lists and
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48 returns required to be filed in nineteen hundred and seventy-four
49 pursuant to sections eight, eight A. twenty-nine, thirty-four and
50 fifty-one of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws shall be filed
51 on or before February fifteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy- /•

52 four.
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