
HOUSE No. 2486
By Mr. Ambler of Weymouth, petition of the Mass. Society of

State Engineers, Inc., and Robert B. Ambler for legislation to
establish a board of registration of professional planners.
Government Regulations.

Commontoealtf) of iflafigactnifietts

■* In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 79, added by section 1 of
3 chapter 1021 of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-one,
4 the following sections under the caption REGISTRATION OF
5 PROFESSIONAL PLANNERS: -

6 Section 80. Board of Registration of Professional Planners.
7 There shall be in this section and in sections 81, 82, and 83 an
8 examining board for the registration of professional planners
9 and of planners-in-training. The board is authorized to make

10 and enforce rules and regulations necessary to carry out the
11 provisions of this act, and shall be appointed by the Governor
12 within sixty days after the passage of this act. The initial
13 appointments to the board shall be for one term each of one,
14 two, three, four, and five years, beginning July one next
75 following their appointment. One member’s term shall expire
16 each calendar year, and members shall thereafter be appointed
17 for terms of five years. Each member shall hold office after the
18 expiration of his term until his successor shall be duly ap-
-19 pointed and qualified. A member of the board shall not be
20 eligible to succeed himself more than once. Except as to the
21 terms of the first members appointed, which shall commence
22 upon the date of appointment, the term of office of the
23 members of the board shall commence on July one. Vacancies

4*.
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24 in the membership of the board, however created, shall be
similarly filled by appointment of the Governor for the unex-
pired term only.

25
26

Section 81. Said board, when so appointed, shall be desig-
nated and known as the “Board of Registration of Professional
Planners.” All persons appointed to the board shall be citizens
of the United States and residents of the Commonwealth.
Appointees shall have at least five years active experience
professional planning, shall be of good standing in the planning
profession, and shall be registered under the provisions of this
act.

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35 Section 82. The board shall be entitled to the services of the

Attorney General in connection with the affairs of the board,
and shall have the power to compel the attendance of witnesses
and to require the production of evidence, such as books,
papers and documents. Any member of the board may admin-
ister oaths, and the board may take testimony and proofs
concerning any matters within jurisdiction.

36
37
38
39
40
41
42 Section 83. The board shall, at its first meeting, to be called

by the Governor as soon as may be following the appointment
of its members, and at all annual meetings, to be held in July
of each year thereafter, organize by electing from its member-
ship a chairman or vice-chairman.

43
44
45
46
47 The board shall adopt annually a schedule of regular meet-

ings, and special meetings may be held at the call of the
president.

48
49
50 A quorum of the board shall consist of three members. No

action of any meeting shall be taken without at least three
votes in accord.

51
52
53 The examining board shall keep a record of its proceedings

and a record of all applicants for registration, showing for each
the date of application, name, age, education, and othej*
qualifications, place of practice and place of residence, and
whether the applicant was rejected or a certificate of registra-
tion granted, and the date of such action.

54
55
56
57
58
59 The books and register of the board shall be prima facie

evidence of all matters recorded therein. A public register
showing the names and place of practice and residence of all
registered professional planners and planners-in-training shall be

60
61
62
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63 prepared during the month of August of each year. Such public
64 register shall be printed, a copy mailed to each registrant, and a
65 copy mailed to the clerk of each city, town, county, and other
66 municipal corporation of the Commonwealth, which public
67 register shall be placed on file in the office of said clerk.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve of the Gener-
-2 al Laws is hereby amended by adding after section 129, added
3 by section 2 of chapter one thousand and twenty-one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-one, the following sec-
-5 tions under the caption REGISTRATION OF PROFESSIONAL
6 PLANNERS: -

7 Section 130. Registration for the practice of professional
8 planning. In order to safeguard the public welfare, any person
9 practicing or offering to practice professional planning in this

10 Commonwealth may hereafter submit evidence that he is
11 qualified so to practice and shall be registered as hereinafter
12 provided. After the effective date of this act, it shall be
13 unlawful for any person in this Commonwealth to use the title
14 “registered professional planner” or any other title, sign, card
15 or device in such manner as to tend to convey the impression
16 that such person is a registered professional planner, unless
17 such person is duly registered under the provisions of this act.
18 Every holder of a registration shall display it in a conspicuous
19 place in his principal office, place of business or employment.
20 No corporation, firm, partnership or association shall be
21 granted a registration under this act. No corporation, firm,
22 partnership or association shall use or assume a name involving
23 the words “registered professional planner” unless an executive
24 officer, if a corporation, or a member, if a firm, partnership or
25 association, shall be a registered professional planner of the
26 Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
27 Section 131. Definitions: (a) The term “professional plan-
-28 ner” as used in this act shall mean a person who engages in the
29 practice of professional planning as defined below.
30 (b) The term “planner-in-training” as used in this act shall
31 mean a potential candidate for registration as a professional
32 planner who is a graduate in an approved planning curriculum
33 of four years or more from a school or college accredited by
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34 the board as of satisfactory standing; or a person who, in lieu
35 of such graduation, meets the minimum qualifications set forth
36 in section 134
37 (c) The term “practice of professional planning” within the
38 meaning and intent of this act shall mean the administration,
39 advising, consultation or performance of professional work in
40 the development of master plans in accordance with the
41 provisions of chapter forty-one, section 81-D, of the Generali
42 Laws, as amended; and other professional planning services
43 related thereto intended primarily to guide governmental policy
44 for the assurance of the orderly and co-ordinated development
45 of municipal, county, regional, and metropolitan land areas,
46 and the Commonwealth or portions thereof. The work of the
47 professional planner shall not include or supersede any of the
48 duties of an attorney at law, a licensed professional engineer,
49 land surveyor or registered architect of the Commonwealth of
50 Massachusetts.
5! (d) The term “board” as used in this act shall mean the
52 Board of Registration of Professional Planners.
53 Section 132. Nothing in this act shall be construed to
54 prohibit any registered professional engineer, land surveyor or
55 registered architect in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
56 from engaging in any or all of the functions or performing any
57 or all of the services set forth in this act, provided however
58 that such persons shall not hold themselves out as registered
59 professional planners or planners unless they are so registered.
60 Section 133. Applications for registration as professional

planner shall be on forms prescribed and furnished by the61

62 hoard, shall contain statements under oath, showing the appli-
63 t’s education and detailed statement of his planning experi-
64 ence, and shall contain not less than five references, of whom
65 three or more shall be registered professional planners having

personal knowledge of the applicant’s planning experience. For66

67 the first year after the effective date of this act, any profes-
68 sional persons employed full-time in the planning field may be
69 used as references in lieu of registered professional planners.
70 The application fee for professional planners shall be fifteen
71 dollars, and shall accompany the application
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72 Applications for a certificate of registration as planner-in-
-73 training shall be on forms prescribed and furnished by the
74 board, shall be accompanied by a fee of ten dollars, and shall
75 contain the names of three references, of whom at least one
76 shall be a registered professional planner having personal know-
-77 ledge of the applicant’s planning training or experience. For the
78 first year after the effective date of this act, any professional

r 79 persons employed full-time in the planning field may be used
80 as references in lieu of registered professional planners.
81 All application fees shall be collected and accounted for by
82 the board, and by it remitted to the State Treasury.
83 Section 134. The following shall be considered as minimum
84 evidence satisfactory to the board that an applicant is qualified
85 for registration as a professional planner.
86 (a) The applicant for registration as a professional planner
87 shall:shall:
88 (1) Be of good moral character;
89 (2) Pass the required examinations.
90 (b) The applicant for examination as a professional planner

shall submit the following minimum educational and91
92 experience qualifications:
93 (1) A graduate degree in professional planning from an
94 accredited college or university in a curriculum
95 offering instruction in such recognized planning
96 subjects as principles of land use planning, history
97 of city planning, planning project design, and plan-
98 ning law and administration, as shall be approved by
99 the board; with minimum of three years experience

100 in the full-time practice of professional planning; or
101 (2) An undergraduate degree from an accredited college
102 or university in a curriculum offering a major or

* 103 option comprising a minimum of twenty-one credit
104 hours in such recognized planning subjects as shall
105 be approved by the board; with a minimum of four
106 years experience in the full-time practice of profes-
107 sional planning; or
108 (3) Graduation from a secondary school and at least
109 twelve years of professional planning experience
110 acceptable to the board; or
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112 architecture, landscape architecture, engineering,
113 law, sociology, geography, public administration,
114 political science or economics, with a minimum of
115 five years experience in the full-time practice of
116 professional planning.
117 (c) The applicant for registration as a professional planner
118 shall obtain a passing grade, as determined by thf^
119 board, upon a qualifying written examination. Sucn
120 examination shall comprise subject matter covering;
121 (1) History of urban, rural, and regional planning.
122 (2) Fundamental theories, research methods and com-
123 mon basic standards in professional planning.
124 (3) Administrative and legal problems, instruments and
125 methods.
126 (4) Current planning design and techniques.
127 (5) History, principles and requirements of planning and
128 zoning procedures in the Commonwealth.
129 In considering the qualifications of applicants, the teaching
130 of recognized planning subjects may be construed as planning
131 experience.
132 Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in
133 this act to entitle him to registration as a professional planner
134 shall be eligible for such registration even though he may not
135 be practicing his profession at the time of making application.
136 Section 135. The following shall be considered as minimum
137 evidence satisfactory to the board that an applicant is qualified
138 for a certificate of registration as a planner-in-training.
139 (a) The applicant for certificate of registration as planner-
140 in-training shall:
141 (1) Be a good moral character;
142 (2) Be at least twenty-one years of age;
143 (3) Present the following minimum qualifications:
144 (a) Graduation in an approved four-year course in
145 planning or in a related field, from a school or
146 college approved by the board; or
147 (b) A specific record of four years or more of active
148 practice in planning work of a character satisfac-
149 tory to the board; or

11l (4) A degree in a closely related course of study such as
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150 (c) A passing grade in a Massachusetts Civil Service
151 examination for the position of Junior Planner
152 (grade fourteen) or similar or higher title; or
153 (d) Present membership on a municipal planning
154 board established under section 81 A, chapter
155 forty-one, G.L., or other applicable General
156 Law.

*.157 Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in
158 this act to entitle him to a certificate of registration as a
159 planner-in-training shall be eligible for such registration even
160 though he may not be practicing his profession at the time of
161 making application.
162 Section 136. Examinations for registration as a professional
163 planner or certificate of registration as a planner-in-training
164 shall be offered at least once annually at such times and places
165 as the board shall determine. Such qualified experts as the
166 board may choose, and may cover any and all aspects of
167 planning previously described herein. The examinations shall be
168 administered by such qualified expert examiners as may be
169 appointed by the board.
170 An applicant who has failed to obtain a passing grade in an
171 examination may be examined again upon filing a new applica-
172tion and the payment of the application fee fixed by this act,
173 provided that a period of at least six months has elapsed before
174 re-examination.
175 The board, upon application therefor on its prescribed form
176 and the payment of application and registration fees fixed by
177 this act, may issue a certificate of registration as a professional
178 planner without written examination to any person holding a
179 registration as a professional planner issued to him by any
180 State, when the applicant’s qualifications meet the require-
-181 ments of this act and the rules established by the board.
182 The board upon application therefor and the payment of the
183 application and registration fees fixed by this act shall issue a
184 registration as a professional planner to any duly registered
185 land surveyor or registered architect of Massachusetts.
186 Any applicant who has passed the examination and has
187 otherwise qualified hereunder as a professional planner, upon
188 payment of the registration fee fixed by this act shall have a
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certificate of registration issued to him as a professional
planner, signed by the chairman and secretary of the board
under the seal of the board. The registration shall authorize the
practice of the applicant as a “professional planner.” Registra-
tions shall show the full name of the registrant and shall have a
registration number. The issuance of a registration by this
board shall be evidence that the person named therein is
entitled to all the rights and privileges of a registered profes-
sional planner while such certificate remains unrevoked or
unexpired.

189
190
19!
192
193
194

195
196
197
198

Section 137. Each professional planner shall, upon receipt of
a certificate of registration, obtain a seal of a design authorized
by the board bearing his name, registration number, and the
legend “Registered Professional Planner.” Maps, charts, reports,
documents, and other supporting data issued by persons regis-
tered as professional planners under this chapter shall be signed
and sealed when submitted to public authorities, during the life
of the registration, but it shall be unlawful for anyone to sign
or seal any document unless he holds a valid registration. The
exact method of fulfilling the requirement as to the signing and
sealing of documents shall be regulated by the board.

199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209

A duplicate registration to replace one lost, destroyed or
mutilated may be issued subject to the rules and regulations of
the board, and a reasonable fee, to be established by the board,
may be charged for such duplicate registration.

210
7 11

1 7

L J 3

An unsuspended, unrevoked and unexpired certificate of
registration as a professional planner under this act shall be
prima facie evidence in all courts and places that the person

■> i

6

Ed therein is legally registered.
All registrations shall be recorded by the board in the office

of the Secretary of State, in a book kept for that purpose, and
any recording fee as may be provided by law shall be paid by
the applicant before the registration is delivered.

Q

10

Section 138. The board shall be empowered to issue a
certificate of registration as “planner-in-training” to an appli-
cant who meets the qualifications outlined herein.

223
224

An applicant who meets the requirements of this act shall
receive a certificate of registration as “planner-in-training”
which certificate shall remain in effect, unless sooner revoked,
for a period of ten years from the date of issuance.

77%

226
777

228
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229 Section 139. The yearly registration fee for professional
230 planners shall be ten dollars. Certificates shall expire on May
231 thirty following issuance, renewal reinstatement, and shall
232 become invalid on that day unless renewed. Registrants shall
233 apply for renewal on or before June thirty of each year. It
234 shall be the duty of the board to notify all persons registered
235 under this act of the date of the expiration of their certificates
z36 and the amount of the fee that shall be required for their
237 renewal for one year; such notice shall be mailed to each
238 registrant at his last post-office address known to the board at
239 least one month in advance of the date of expiration of the
240 registration. Renewal of any certificate issued under this chap-
-241 ter may be effected at any time during the month of June by
242 full payment of the fee of ten dollars.
243 The failure on the part of the registrant to renew his
244 registration annually in the month of June as required shall not
245 deprive such person of the right to renewal during the ensuing
246 year, but the fee to be paid if the registration be renewed in
247 any month during the license year subsequent to June shall be
248 fifteen dollars plus ten dollars for each year in which he is in
249 arrears. One notice to the registrant, by mail, on or before
250 June fifteen, addressed to his last post-office address known to
251 the board, informing him of his failure to have applied for a
252 renewal of his registration certificate shall constitute a formal
253 notification of such delinquency by the board. Continuing to
254 represent himself as a “registered professional planner” after
255 the expiration of his registration, shall render the person so
256 doing liable to the penalties prescribed.
257 Section 140. The board shall have the power to revoke the
258 certificate of registration of any professional planner or the
259 certificate of registration of any planner-in-training registered
'6O hereunder who is found guilty by the board of any fraud or
261 deceit in obtaining a certificate of registration, or of gross
262 negligence, incompetence or misconduct in the practice of
263 professional planning.
264 Any person may prefer charges of such fraud, deceit
265 negligence, incompetence, or misconduct against any profes-
-266 sional planner or planner-in-training.
267 Such charges shall be in writing, sworn by the complainant,
268 and submitted to the board. Such charges, unless dismissed
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269 without hearing by the board as unfounded or trivial, shall be
270 heard and determined by the board within three months after
271 the date on which they are preferred.
272 The time and place for such hearing shall be fixed by the
273 board. A copy of the charges, together with a notice of the
274 time and place of hearing shall be personally served on the
275 accused by the board at least thirty days before the day fixe v
276 for the hearing, and in the event that such service is n#
277 effected thirty days before the hearing, then the date of
278 hearing and examination shall be postponed as long as may be
279 necessary to permit the carrying out of this requirement. At
280 the hearing, the accused shall have the right to appear person-
281 ally and by counsel, to cross examine witnesses against him,
282 and to produce evidence and witnesses in his defense. If after
283 the hearing, three or more members of the board vote in favor
284 of finding the accused guilty of any fraud or deceit in
285 obtaining a certificate, or of gross negligence, incompetence or
286 misconduct in the practice of professional planning, the board
287 may revoke or suspend the certificate of registration of the
288 accused, or may levy an appropriate fine, not to exceed one
289 hundred dollars for any specific violation, according to a
290 schedule to be adopted by the board. The board may under
291 circumstances which to it may seem proper, reissue a certificate
292 of registration to any person whose certificate has been re-
293 voked.
294 Section 141. Any person, who hereafter, is not legally
295 authorized to represent himself as a registered professional
296 planner in this Commonwealth according to the provisions of
297 this act shall so represent himself in this Commonwealth, or
298 any person presenting or attempting to file as his own the
299 certificate of another, or who shall give false or forged
300 representative thereof, in obtaining a registration, or who shaiJ'i
301 falsely impersonate another registrant or practitioner of like or
302 different name, or who shall use or attempt to use an expired
303 certificate of registration, or who shall use the title “planner-
304 in-training” without holding a valid certificate of registration
305 issued by the board, or who shall be subject to a penalty of
306 not more than twenty-five dollars for the first offense and not
307 more than fifty dollars for each and every subsequent offense.
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The penalties provided for in this section shall be collected and
enforced by summary proceedings by the board.

308
309

Every superior court and every district court, within its
respective territorial jurisdiction, shall have jurisdiction of ac-
tions for penalties under this act.

310
311
312

Section 142. Registration. Registration under this act shall
not be a requirement for planning positions that are subject to
chapter thirty-one, G.L., but may, at the discretion of the
appointing authority, be made a requirement for other planning
positions in the employ of the Commonwealth or its political
subdivisions.

313
314
315
316
317
318

Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other provision of this
act to the contrary, no registered professional engineer, regis-
tered land surveyor or registered architect of Massachusetts
presently holding a classified position in the service of the
State or any department, institution, commission, authority,
board or body of the State Government or any political
subdivision thereof under chapter thirty-one shall be deprived
of the right to continue in office, position or employment or
to be reappointed to the same office, position, or employment
or to be appointed to any other office, position or employ-
ment requiring the qualifications of a professional planner.

319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329

Section 143. Registration of qualified persons for one year
period without examination.

330
331

Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, for a period
of one year from the effective date of this act any person more
than twenty-five years old and of good moral character shall be
entitled to receive a certificate of registration as a professional
planner if he files an application therefor accompanied by the
application fee, the registration fee, and evidence that he has:

332
333

334
335
336
337

(a) A college or university degree in planning approved by338
the board, and that he has been regularly engaged in
the practice of professional planning for at least three

339
340
341 years; or

(b) A college or university degree in a “closely related342
course of study” as set forth in section nine of this act,
and that he has been regularly engaged in the practice

343
344

of professional planning for at least five years; or345
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346 (c) A diploma from a secondary educational institution,
347 and that he has been regularly engaged in the practice
348 of professional planning of a character acceptable to the
349 board for at least nine years; or
350 (d) A passing mark on a Massachusetts civil service exami-
-351 nation for a planning position of grade eighteen (Senior
352 Planner or similar title) or higher, and that he has been
353 employed by the Commonwealth or a political subdivi-
-354 sion under civil service status as a Senior Planner or
355 higher title under civil service rules for at least three
356 years after certification.
357 Section 144. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
358 act, any person of good moral character shall be entitled to
359 receive a certificate of registration as a professional planner
360 without examination upon filing an application accompanied
361 by the required fees, if he presents evidence that within the
362 last ten years he has served at least one five-year term as a
363 member of a municipal planning board established under
364 section eighty-one A, chapter forty-one, G.L., or other applica-
-365 ble General Law.
366 Section 145. Notwithstanding the provisions of section three
367 of this act, the first five persons appointed as members of the
368 board shall not be required, at the time of their first appoint-
-369 ment to be registered to practice professional planning. Each
370 shall, however, have the other qualifications necessary for
371 appointment specified in this act.
372 Section 146. No proceeding for violation of any provision of
373 this act, or of rules or regulations of the board, shall be
374 instituted as to any act committed or omission occurring prior
375 to the effective date of this act.
376 Section 147. This act shall take effect immediately, but the
377 first certificates to be issued pursuant to this act shall be for
378 the period beginning July one, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-379 three.
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