
No. 3 7 3 9HOUSE
By Mr. Mofenson of Newton, petition of David J. Mofenson and

another relative to amending the law regulating the practice of
physical therapy. Social Welfare.

4 In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act amending the law regulating the practice or
PHYSICAL THERAPY.

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 23A to 23 O, inclusive, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sections:
4 Section 23A. The following words as used in sections
5 twenty-three A to twenty-three Q, inclusive, unless the context
6 otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings:
7 (a) “Physical therapy”, treatment of a person by the use of
8 therapeutic exercise, massage, heat, cold, water, radiant energy,
9 electricity, or sound for the purpose of correcting or alleviating

10 any physical or mental condition or preventing the development
1! of any physical or mental disability; or the performance of
12 neuro-musculoskeletal tests and measurements to determine the
13 extent of body malfunction; provided, however, that physical
14 therapy shall not include radiology or electrosurgery.
15 (b) “Physical therapist”, a person who is duly registered as a

4t'6 physical therapist in accordance with Section 238 of this chapter
17 and who practices physical therapy upon the referral of a
18 physician or dentist duly registered by the Commonwealth of
19 Massachusetts.
20 (c) “Physical Therapy Assistant”, a person vvho is duly quali-
-21 Tied to practice as a physical therapy assistant and who assists in
22 the practice of physical therapy under the direction of a duly
23 registered physical therapist and whose activities require an
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24 understanding of physical therapy but do not include the de-
-25 finine of natient care nroeramsfining of patient care programs.
26 (d) “Board”, the board of registration in medicine established
27 under section ten of chapter thirteen.
28 Section 238. A person who desires to be registered as a
29 physical therapist shall apply to the board, in writing, on an
30 application form prescribed and furnished by the board. He shall
31 include in his application statements under oath satisfactory to
32 the board showing that he possesses the qualifications pre-^
33 liminary to examination required by section twenty-three D. At
34 the time of filing his application, an applicant for registration as a
35 physical therapist shall pay to the board a fee of fifty dollars.
36 Section 23C. To be eligible for registration by the board as
37 physical therapist or to be deemed qualified as a physical therapy
38 assistant, an applicant shall
39 tat Re of pood moral c\(a) Be of good moral character;
40 (b) In the case of an applicant for registration as a physical
41 therapist, have graduated from an educational program within
42 the United States leading to professional qualification in physical
43 therapy, which program was approved at the time ofhisgradua-
-44 tion by the appropriate sub-body of the American Medical Asso-
-45 ciation in collaboration with the American Physical Therapy
46 Association or, if graduated prior to nineteen hundred and
47 thirty-six, by the American Physical Therapy Association; or
48 have graduated from an educational program in physical therapy
49 chartered in a sovereign state outside the United States of America
50 and have furnished to the board such evidence as it may require:
51 (1) that his education is substantially the equivalent of that of
52 graduates of approved programs in the United States, and (2) as
53 to his qualifications, including proficiency in the English lan-
-54 guage, to practice physical therapy; and pass to the satisfaction
55 of the board an examination conducted by it to determine his
56 fitness to practice as a physical therapist.
57 (c) In the case of a person deemed qualified as a physical
58 therapy assistant, have graduated from a program for physical
59 therapy assistants which shall be at least a two-year program
60 approved by the American Physical Therapy Association and
6! offered by a college accredited by a recognized accrediting
62 agency; or have graduated from an educational program for
63 physical therapy assistants chartered in a sovereign state outside
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the United States of America and be in possession of such docu-
mentary evidence as will prove: (1) that his education is sub-
stantially the equivalent of that of graduates of approved pro-
grams in the United States and that (2) he has sufficient qualifi-
cations, including proficiency in the English language, to practice
as a physical therapy assistant.
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Section 23D. (a) The board may, in its discretion and without
examination, register as a physical therapist, any applicant who is
a physical therapist registered or licensed under the laws of
another state or territory of the United States of America, the
District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. At
the time of making such application, the applicant shall pay the
board a fee of twenty-five dollars.
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(b) Any person who is a physical therapy assistant registered,
licensed, certified or qualified under the laws of another state or
territory of the United States of America, the District of
Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be deemed
qualified to practice as a physical therapy assistant in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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Section 23E. The board shall examine applicants for registra-
tion as physical therapists at such times and places as it may
determine and shall conduct at least two such examinations in
each calendar year. It shall employ three registered physical
therapists to aid it in such examinations. The examination shall
embrace the following subjects: The applied sciences of ana-
tomy, kinesiology, physiology, pathology, psychology, physics;
physical therapy, applied to medicine, neurology, orthopedics,
pediatrics, psychiatry and surgery; medical ethics and technical
procedures in the practice of physical therapy. The type of exam-
ination shall be determined by the board. Any applicant who fails
to pass such examination may take a second examination upon
the payment of an additional application fee of twenty-five
dollars, and must be so reexamined at the next scheduled exami-
nation. Upon failure of an applicant to pass a second examina-
tion the board may require him to complete additional courses of
study as designated by the board, in which case he shall be re-
quired, before taking another examination, to present to the
board satisfactory evidence of having completed the required
additional courses and shall pay an additional fee of fifty dollars.
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Section 23F. The board shall register as a physical therapist
each applicant who proves to the satisfaction of the board his
fitness for registration or licensure under the provisions of sec-
tions twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive. It shall issue to
each person so registered a certificate of registration which shall
be prima facie evidence of the right of such person to represent
himself as a registered physical therapist as the case may be.

103
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Section 23G. Every registered physical therapist shall, during
January of every even-numbered year, apply to the board for a
renewal of his registration and pay a fee of five dollars. Any
registration not so renewed prior to April first in any such year
shall automatically lapse on said date. The board may in its dis-
cretion revive and extend a lapsed registration granted under the
provisions of sections twenty-three B through twenty-three F on
the payment of all unpaid renewal fees.
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Section 23H. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections
(b) and (c) of section twenty-three A, an applicant for registra-
tion as a physical therapist who meets the qualifications des-
cribed in subsections (a) through (c) of section twenty-three C
may, between the date of filing such application and the
announcement of the results of the next succeeding examination
for registration, practice as a physical therapist. If any person so
practicing as a physical therapist fails to qualify for and pass the
first announced examination after filing for registration or licen-
sure, all privileges under this section shall automatically cease
upon due notice to the applicant of such failure. Such privileges
shall be renewed upon filing for a second examination for regis-
tration or licensure as provided in section twenty-three E, and
shall automatically cease upon due notice to the applicant that
he has failed to pass the second examination.
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Section 231. The board, after due notice and hearing, may
refuse to issue a certificate of registration to a physical therapist
or may suspend or revoke said certificate or may initiate proceed-
ings under Section 23J to enjoin a physical therapy assistant
from practicing if such physical therapist or physical therapy
assistant has:
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fa) practiced physical therapy other than upon the referral of
a physician or dentist duly registered by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts or has practiced as a physical therapy assistant
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other than under the direction of a physical therapist;142
(b) used drugs or intoxicating liquors to an extent which ad-

versely affects his professional competence;
143
144

(c) been convicted of a felony or of a crime involving moral
turpitude;

145
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(d) obtained or attempted to obtain registration as a physical
therapist or qualification as a physical therapy assistant by fraud
or deception;

147
148

.*49 (e) been grossly negligent in his practice as a physical thera
pist or as a physical therapy assistant;

i5O
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(0 been adjudged mentally ill or incompetent by a court of
competent jurisdiction;
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(g) acted in a manner which is professionally unethical
according to ethical standards of the profession of physical
therapy;

154
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(h) practiced physical therapy or practiced as a physical
therapist without having been duly registered as such, or per-
formed those acts which would be performed by a physical
therapy assistant without being deemed qualified in accordance
with the provisions of Section 23C.
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Section 23J. The board may adopt reasonable rules and regu-
lations to carry into effect sections twenty-three A to twenty-
three O, inclusive, and may amend and revoke such rules and
regulations at its discretion. The board shall keep a record of its
proceedings and a roster of all persons registered by it. The roster
shall contain the name of every living registrant, his last known
business and residential addresses and the date and number of his
registration as a physical therapist.
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170 Section 23K. The board shall investigate every alleged viola-

tion of sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive,
coming to its notice. If as a result of such investigation, the board
has reasonable cause to believe that a violation has occurred, it
shall forthwith file a written report of same with the Attorney
General or appropriate District Attorney who shall, within three
months following receipt of such report, notify the board in
writing of the action taken with respect to such violation. The
board may also bring a petition in equity in the, superior court to
enjoin the continuation of such violation. Every police officer
shall investigate each alleged violation of said sections which
comes to his notice or of which he has received complaint, and
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182 he shall apprehend and arrest all violators. It shall be the duty of
the Attorney General and of the several district attorneys to183
prosecute violators of said sections.184

Section 23L. A person who does not possess a valid and sub-185
sisting certificate of registration as a physical therapist, or a per-186
son who is not deemed qualified to practice as a physical therapy187
assistant, as the case may be, shall not practice physical therapy188

189189 nor perform those acts which are performed by a physic? l

190 therapy assistant, nor shall any person in any manner represei^
191 himself as a physical therapist, or a physical therapy assistant,
192 nor use in connection with his name the words or letter, “Regis-
193 tcrcd Physical Therapist”, “Qualified Physical Therapy Assis-
194 tant”, “Physical Therapist”, “Physical Therapy Assistant
195 Physiotherapist” , “Physical Therapy Technician”, “Doctor of
196 Physical Therapy”, “R.P.T.”, “P.T.”, “L.P.T.A.”, “Ph.T.”,
197 “P.T.A.”, “PT.D.”, “P.T.T.”, or any other letters, words, abbre
198 viations or insignia, indicating or implying that he is a physical
199 therapist or a physical therapy assistant.

Section 23M. Any person who violates any provision of200
201 sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O, inclusive, or who

makes a wilfully false oath or affirmation in any case in which an202
oath or affirmation is required under said sections, or who ob-203

204 tains or attempts to obtain registration or qualification by any
fraudulent representation, shall be punished by a line of not less205
than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or206
by imprisonment for not more than three months, or both.207

Section 23N. No person shall practice as a physical therapist208
except upon the referral of a physician or dentist duly registered209
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, nor as a physical210
therapy assistant except under the direction of a physical thera-211

21 2 pist. Nothing in sections twenty-three A to twenty-three O,
213 inclusive, shall be construed as authorizing a physical therapist

or a physical therapy assistant to practice medicine, osteopath214
chiropractic or any other form or method of healing not speci-215
tied in section 23A.216

Section 23 0. Nothing contained in sections twenty-three A217
to twenty-three N, inclusive, shall be construed to invalidate any218
registration issued by the board prior to the effective date hereof219
or to prohibit any person employed as a physical therapist or as a220
physical therapy assistant by an agency of the federal govern-221



HOUSE - No. 373919731 7

222 merit from practicing physical therapy or performing the acti-
-223 vities of a physical therapy assistant while discharging his official
224 duties as such employee.

1 SECTION 2. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to
2 any person who was practicing as a physical therapy assistant on
3 or before June 30, 1973 and who is in possession of evidence
4 that, on the effective date of this Act, he was practicing in the

Commonwealth as a physical therapy assistant in a competent
6 manner under the direction of a piiysical therapist and had been
7 so practicing continuously during the three years immediately
8 proceeding such effective date. Such person shall be deemed
9 qualified as a physical therapy assistant.

1 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect on January first, nine-
-2 teen hundred and seventy-four.
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