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By Mr. Ronayne of Canton, petition of Maurice E. Ronayne, Jr.,

relative to the rights of candidates for a recount of the votes cast for
each candidate. Election Laws.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.
3*
An Act relative to the rights of a candidate at a recount.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 The second paragraph of section 135 of chapter 54 of the acts
2 of 1967, as most recently amended by chapter 321 of the acts of
3 1967, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: Such petition
5 shall be on a form furnished by the state secretary, shall be
6 accompanied by a written request for a recount signed by the
7 candidate, shall be sworn to by one of the subscribers before a
8 notary public, and shall contain a statement that they have
9 reason to believe and do believe that the records, or copies of

10 records, made by the election officers of such ward or town, or
11 of such precinct in a town having more than twenty-five hundred
12 voters and voting by precincts, are erroneous specifying wherein
13 they deem such records or copies thereof to be in error, or that
14 challenged votes were cast by persons not entitled to vote
15 therein, and that they believe a recount of the ballots cast in such
16 ward, precinct or town will affect the nomination of one or more
17 candidates voted for at such primary, preliminary election or

election, specifying the candidate or candidates or will affect the
19 decision of a question voted upon at such election, specifying the
20 question, the city or town clerk shall forthwith transmit such
21 petition and statement, and the envelope or container containing
22 the ballots cast, sealed, to the registrar of voters, together with
23 the original tally sheets, and the absentee ballot envelopes and
24 applications to such absentee ballots as were cast at the election.
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