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HOUSE No. 6949

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

June 5, 1973.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill No.
3515 entitled “AN ACT REQUIRING THE LOCKING OF MOTOR
VEHICLE IGNITION SWITCHES AND THE REMOVAL OF KEYS
THEREFROM WHENEVER CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES ARE
STANDING UNATTENDED IN PUBLIC WAYS.”

G.L. c.90 s. 13, in the second sentence, directs that “No person
having control or charge of a motor vehicle shall allow such vehicle
to stand in any way and remain unattended without first locking or
making it fast or effectively setting the brakes thereon, and stopping
the motor of said vehicle.”

House Bill No. 3515 would revise that sentence and exempt from
similar requirements the drivers of taxis, milk trucks, general delivery
trucks, as well as the drivers of police, fire, public utility and other
emergency vehicles. It is easy to understand what has prompted legis-
lation to revise this portion of G.L. c.90 s. 13. I am certain the
current requirement is often a nuisance, particularly for drivers of
delivery vehicles. It is undoubtedly easier and perhaps more efficient
in many instances for a driver to leave his vehicle, perhaps with the
engine running, and certainly without having to set the brakes and
lock it. This is especially true if the driver is making a number of
deliveries of comparatively short duration within a small area.

1 am, however, unwilling to approve this legislation in its present
form. First of all, I will not sign legislation which sanctions a practice
which every day presents a very direct threat to the safety of our
citizens, and most especially to our children. It is all too easy for
such an unlocked, unattended vehicle, whether or not the motor is
running, to be accidently put into motion in the driver’s absence and
to jeopardize the safety of everyone in the vicinity. Furthermore,
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such vehicles are easy prey for both the thief and the “joy-rider”. It
also is not unusual for an “accident” to result from such a theft or
unauthorized use. I do not believe that we should remove the statu-
tory prohibition of a course of action which, in almost every in-
stance, is a threat to the safety and property of nearby men, women
and children.

Nevertheless, I do consider it appropriate to amend the statute
in order to take into account the situations which sometimes
front the drivers of police, fire and other emergency vehicles. I do
not believe we should impose the requirements that the driver stop
the engine, set the brakes, and lock the vehicle when he is responding
to an emergency.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows
By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place

thereof the following:
Section 13 of chpater 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended

by striking out the second sentence, as appearing in the Tercentenary
Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: No
person having control or charge of a motor vehicle, except a person
having control or charge of a police, fire or other emergency vehicle
in the course of responding to an emergency, shall allow such vehicle
to stand in any way and remain unattended without stopping the
engine of said vehicle, effectively setting the brakes thereof or mak-
ing it fast, and locking and removing the key from the locking device
and from the vehicle.

Respectfully submitted

Donald R. Dwight
Lieutenant Governor
Acting Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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