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HOUSE No. 7022

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

|W
June 15, 1973

FRANCIS W, SARGENT

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVX of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House
Bill No. 6627 entitled "AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE SALE OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ON SUNDAYS AND LEGAL HOLIDAYS."

This legislation would amend G.L. c. 138 s. 33 in order to
authorize the sale, by certain licensees, of alcoholic beverage;
on Sundays, on Christmas Day, and on Memorial Day after 11 A.M.
instead of after 12 o'clock noon. It was only a few years ago
that such sales were authorized to be made after noon rather
than after 1 P.M.

The other change contained in this bill would authorize
certain licensees to sell alcoholic beverages between 1 A.M.
and 2 A.M. on Sundays, Christmas and Memorial Day if the
local licensing authority has accepted the proposed s. 33a of

L. c. 138.

®t)e CommontoealtJ) of Jflagsacfjusfetts:

It is unclear from the language of this bill whether the
proponents of this legislation also intended that the change
from noon to 11 A.M. is also to be dependent upon such local
acceptance. I have often indicated that I bel ieve the licensing
of retail liquor establishments is primarily a matter of local
concern. Furthermore, returning such decision-making to local
officials is an essential aspect of my proposal for the reorgan-
ization of the Department of Consumer Affairs. I believe that
decisions as to whether such sales of alcoholic beverages as
would be allowed by this legislation - after 11 A.M. on Sundays
Christmas day, and Memorial Day are ones which should be made by
the local licensing authorities. I know of no reason why a
change from 1 A.M. to 2 A.M. should be contingent upon local
action and a change from noon to 11 A.M. should not be.
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Therefore, in order to eliminate any doubt as to whether
the change from noon to 11 A.M. is contingent upon local approval,
in order to make the initial portion of the bill consistent with
Section 2 which provides for local approval, and in order to make
this change consistent with ray reorganization proposal, I am
reconiTiending that the bill be amended as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting
in place thereof the following:-

SECTION 1. The second sentence of section 33 of chapter 138
of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 286 of the acts of 1972,
is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 1, the word
"No" and inserting in place thereof the words:- Except as provided
in section thirty-three A, no.

SECTION 2. Said chapter 138 is hereby further amended by in-
serting after section 33 the following soction:-

Section 33a. The local licensing authority of any city or
town which accepts this section may authorize licensees under
section twelve to sell alcoholic beverages between the hours of
one o'clock ante meridian and two o'clock ante meridian and
between the hours of eleven o'clock ante meridian and twelve
o'clock noon on Sundays, the last Monday in May and on Christmas
day or on the day following when said day occurs on Sunday.

Respectfully submitted.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts


