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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOJSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith.
Senate Bill No. 612 entitled "AN ACT PERMITTING TOE USE IN
COURT OF CERTIFIED COPIES CF HOUSING INSPECTION REPORTS."

This legislation would authorize the admission, as prjma
facie evidence of the facts stated therein, and without fur-
ther authentication by the inspecting official or agency, of
housing inspection reports prepared under G.L. c. 239 s. BA.

It is thought that this legislation will allow for speedier
processing of court proceedings in which s. 8A is applicable
because no further authentication of these reports would be re-
quired. The proponents of this measure also expect that it
would allow the inspectors to spend less time in court and
enable them to devote more time to their primary responsibilities.

Ido not disagree with these two objectives. It is imper-
ative that our governmental agencies and proceedings provide
prompt and just resolution of the grievances of our citizens
regarding such an essential need as adequate and appropriate
housing. I am, however, concerned that, in its present form,
this legislation might not serve the best interests of our
judicial system because there is no requirement that the in-
spector or inspecting agency sign the report with an indication
that the information contained therein is true. I support the
provision which would allow a certifj ed copy of such a report
to be admissable as prima facie evidence of the facts stated
therein without further authentication. Nevertheless, I think
it would be an appropriate safeguard for our judicial system if
the preparer of the report were required to sign the report
under the penalties of perjury.

This requirement, since it would only apply to the prepa-
ration of the report, not its use in court, would not conflict
with the objectives of this legislation.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and
inserting in place thereof the following:-
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Section 8A of chapter 239 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striding out the second paragraph, as appearing in
section 1 of chapter 420 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in
place thereof the following paragraph:-

Reports rendered pursuant to this section by the department
of public health or the board of health or, in the city of Boston,
by the commissioner of housing inspection shall contain a state-
ment, signed under the penalties of perjury by the person pre-
paring said report, that the information contained therein is
true. A copy of such report, certified as a true copy by the
custodian of the records of such agency, shall be admissible as
prima facie evidence of the facts therein stated in any pro-
ceeding brought under this chapter without further authentication
by the official who inspected the premises or the inspecting
agency.

Respectfully submitted.
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