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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, August 6, 1973.

To the HonorableSenate and House ofRepresentatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
6840 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING FUNDS FOR THE SUIT-
ABLE RECOGNITION OF THOSE RESIDENTS OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS WHO SHALL HAVE SERVED IN THE ARMED
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES DURING THE VIETNAM
CONFLICT, AND MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE DATES
OF ELIGIBILITY THEREFOR.”

Massachusetts will not forget its veterans now that the conflict in
Southeast Asia is no longer a front page story every day.

I have repeatedly stated that we owe a special obligation to those
who have served in our armed forces in Southeast Asia. I have con-
sistently worked to assure that the veterans of this conflict receive
the assistance financial, educational, employment, medical, and
counselling which they have earned many times over. I will continue
to do so.

The Commonwealth has an honorable tradition of providing sub-
stantial benefits to its veterans. The “Vietnam Bonus” is one symbol
of our commitment to providing proper recognition of those who
have served in our armed forces.

I have, however, frequently stated my belief that the program set
forth in this bill should be restricted to those who have served in the
Vietnam area. You have chosen not to follow this approach.

As a result, the Commonwealth has spent approximately 41 mil-
lion dollars on this program. Applications are now pending from
non-Vietnam area veterans which, if acted upon, would increase the
program’s cost by at least another 2 million dollars.

I am encouraged that this bill contains a “cut-off date” with re-
spect to eligible service. Nevertheless, I urge that the program be
restricted to provide $3OO to those who have served in the Vietnam
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area. I do not believe that our taxpayers should be required to con-
tinue to provide the $2OO bonuses.

I therefore recommend that the bill be amended as follows;
By striking out subsection (2) of Section 1 of C. 646 of the acts of

1968 as inserted by SECTION 1 of the engrossed bill.
and by striking out in line 8 of SECTION 3 of the engrossed bill the
word “fifteen” and inserting in place thereof the word “five”.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor

Commonwealth ofMassachusetts


