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In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House
Bill No. 455 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL JUSTICE
IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE ROXBURY DISTRICT."

Our district court system needs additional full-time justices.
It does not need additional special justices.

The Municipal Court of the Roxbury District needs an additional
full-time justice. It does not need an additional special justice.

The problems of particular district courts should be treated
part of a comprehensive reform of the entire court structure.

Thus, I once again urge that you complete this session the
work which you have begun on one of the most significant pieces of
judicial reform legislation to case before you in recent years
the phase-out of special justices. The abolition of special jus-
tices and the resulting increase in the number of full-time justices
available for assignment to those courts which, from time to time,
need additional judges could render unnecessary the type of piece-
meal approach which this legislation represents.

G.L. c.218 5.6 provides that each district court shall have the
same number of special justices as it has full-time justices. The
Municipal Court of the Roxbury District does not need an additional
special justice and, with a system-wide reform pending, this is not
the time to increase the number of those in such positions. In June

0 I announced that, for the remainder of this legislative session, I
would not appoint any more special justices except in the busy urban
district courts where necessary. Also, in June you enacted and I
approved legislation (Statutes 1973, c.356) providing for the appoint-
ment of an additional justice of the Third District Court of Bristol.
That Act specifically excluded the appointment of an additional
special justice.
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In order that House Bill No. 455 will authorize the appointment
of an additional justice for the court in Roxbury, but not the ap-
pointment of an additional special justice, I am recommending that
it be amended as follows*-

By inserting at the end thereof the following sections-

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the first para-
graph of section six of chapter two hundred and Eighteen of the
General Laws, as amended by section one of this act, no additional
special justice shall be appointed for the municipal court of the
Roxbury district.

lectfully submitted.
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