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FRANCIS W SARGENT

TO THE HONORABLE SENaTE AND HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES r

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill No.
6649 entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE GEORGE FIN-
GOLD LIBRARY FROM ITS PRESENT LOCATION IN THE STaTE HOUSE."

I believe that if the Fingold Library is to be moved from its
present locution that such a transfer should only take place after
adeqUute and suitable space has been made available within the
State House. Such a determination, I believe, ought to be made by
the Superintendent of Buildings and the Secretary of Administration
and Finance after consultation with the Secretary of Educational
Affairs, the Board of Trustees of the State Library, and the State
Librarian.

If the library is to benefit from being moved, the transfer
must be preceded by a thorough evaluation of the space requirements,
a review of those areas within the State House which might become
available in the near future, what renovations (regarding weight-
carrying capabilities, for example) might be desirable and necessary,
and an estimate of tne cost of such renovations and the transfer
itself. In its present form, the bill does not contain any assur-
ance that whatever space is available by July 1, 1976 will actually
be of adequate size and suitable quality. House Bill No. 6649, in
requiring a transfer by that date, merely provides, in effect, that
the Secretary of Education select the new location from whatever
space might have become available -- with no assurance that any such
space will be appropriate or that the cost of the transfer will be
reasonable.
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Furthermore, because the Superintendent of Buildings and the
Secretary of Administration and Finance are charged by statute with
the direct responsibility of assigning the rooms in the State House
and determining the occupancy thereof (see G.L. c.B a.10), I be-
lieve that they should have the primary responsibility for deter-
mining the new location, its adequacy and suitability. It would
also be appropriate for them to be directly Involved in the timely
analysis and planning for a transfer ana a study of the related costs.
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I assure you triut members of my administration are prepared
to p.-^rtlcipdte in any appropriate stuay of tne factors involved
in relocating the Fingold Library within the State House.

I ttierefore recommend that House Bill No. 6649 be amended as
foilowbx-

By striking out SECTION 2 of the engrossed bill and inserting
in place thereof the following sections-

SECTION 2. The George Fingola Library shall be moved to
another location in the state house at such time as adequate and
suitable space, as determined by the state superintendent of
buildings and subject to the approval of the commissioner of
administration and finance after consultation with the secretary
of the executive office of educational affairs, the board of
trustees of the state library and tne state librarian, is available.
The state library as relocated shall continue to be known and
designated as the George Fingold Library. The location vacated
by said library shall be used by the general court.

Respectfully submitted.


