
No. 7 8 2 6HOUSE
By Mr. Young of Scituate, petition of George C. Young and others

(by vote of the town) relative to the improvement of the water
supply for the town of Cohasset. Natural Resources and Agriculture.
[Local Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act relating to the improvement of the water supply

FOR THE TOWN OF COHASSET.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Commissioner of Natural Resources (Here-
-2 inafter in this act called the “Commissioner”), in the name and
3 on behalf of the Commonwealth, is authorized to apply for and
4 accept from the Secretary of the Interior of the United States, or
5 his successor in function, or in either case from the authorized
6 delegate thereof, an amendment or waiver of the covenants and
7 conditions contained in the deed from the United States to the
8 Commonwealth dated May 16, 1967, as may be necessary to
9 enable the Commissioner to grant for nominal consideration, an

10 easement or easements, execute a lease or other use contract, or
11 enter other contracts, or any combination thereof, to or with the
12 Town of Cohasset (hereinafter in this act called “Cohasset”') for
13 the below-described land for water supply, water storage, public
14 park and public recreation uses. Upon receipt of amendment or
15 waiver, the Commissioner shall be authorized and empowered to
16 grant an easement or easements, execute a lease or other use
17 contract, or enter other contracts, or any combination of the
18 foregoing, by which Cohasset may use the below-described land
19 for water supply, water storage, public park, and public recrea-

-20 tion uses; and Cohasset, by and through its Board of Water
21 Commissioners, shall be authorized and empowered to accept
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any grant of easement or easements, execute a lease or other use
contract, enter other contracts, or any combination of the
foregoing, by which Cohasset may use the below-described land
for water supply, water storage, public park, and public
recreation uses.

22
23
24
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Any such easement, lease, other use contract, other contract,
or combination thereof, may be granted or executed with respect
to the land (hereinafter called “the property”) situated in
Cohasset, Norfolk County, and Scituate and Hingham, Plymoutp
County shown on a plan entitled “Proposed Reservoir” dateu
January, 1971 by Ernest W. Branch, Inc., Civil Engineer,
bounded and described as follows;
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Starting at the Northeast corner thereof, thence running S
36-55-36 E 87.61 feet; thence S 05-14-12 W 627.76 feet; thence
S 26-56-54 W 190 feet; thence S 16-31-02 E 190 feet; thence S
03-47-13 W 2794 feet more or less; thence S 52-26 W 2353.38
feet more or less; thence N 32-40-44 W 337.53 feet; thence N
03-51-09 E 827.20 feet; thence N. 45-12-46 E 1071.85 feet;
thence N 38-18-44 W 884.94 feet; thence S 51-41-16 W 630 feet;
thence N 41-26-51 W 1462.93 feet; thence N 51-41-16 E 710
feet; thence N 35-24-43 E 898.32 feet; thence N 63-03-25 E
566.72 feet; thence N 43-14-09 E 1066.25 feet; thence S
46-45-51 E 865 feet; thence N 53-04-24 E 651.10 feet; thence to
the point of beginning containing 231.73 acres more or less
according to said plan. Being a portion of the land purchased
from the United States of America for public park and
recreational purposes under the provisions of section three of
chapter one hundred thirty-two A of the General Laws and
chapter six hundred forty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
and sixty-six.
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The easement, lease, other use contract, other contract, or
combination thereof may contain any covenants and conditions
required by the United States and may be amended, modified
extended from time to time; provided, that any amendmentf
modification or extension shall not be contrary to or inconsistent
with the limitations set forth below in the next paragraph.
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Any amendment, modification or extension shall be agreed to
by all parties thereto and shall be executed with formality equal
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60 to that of the original easement, lease, other use contract, other
contract, or any combination thereof. In addition, the Commis-
sioner and Cohasset, acting by and through its Board of Water
Commissioners, may enter into cooperative management agree-
ments from time to time concerning the management and joint
control of the property and other property of Cohasset contigu-
ous to the property and their uses for conservation and
recreation purposes subject to the rules and regulations of the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health.
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69 Any easement, lease, other use contract, other contract, or

combination thereof, may be of any duration agreed to by the
parties including perpetuity notwithstanding any other provisions
of law; however, in no event shall the original term be for less
than 50 years. This limitation shall not prevent extensions or
renewals, from time to time, of any easement, lease, other use
contract, other contract, or any combination thereof for any
additional period allowed by law.
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SECTION 2. In addition to any other authority heretofore
conferred, Cohasset, acting through its Board of Water Commis-
sioners (hereinafter in this act called the “Commissioners”), is
hereby authorized to construct, operate and maintain a dam and
reservoir located in whole or in part on the property, and may
lay and maintain pipes, and may construct, equip, operate and
maintain such other water collection, storage, purification and
transmission facilities, located in whole or in part on the
property or elsewhere in Cohasset, as may be necessary or
desirable to include the reservoir in Cohasset’s water system, and
to use the property for water supply, water storage, public park,
and public recreational uses; and is also hereby authorized to
acquire by purchase, eminent domain, or otherwise, any land,
easements or other interests therein, as may be necessary in
addition to the property, in connection with the foregoing dam,
reservoir, pipes and facilities. Any land so acquired which is
adjacent to the property may also be used for conservation or
outdoor recreation purposes. The Commissioners, with the
approval of the selectmen, are also authorized to expend funds to
assist in any relocation of electric power transmission facilities
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21 which may be made necessary by the construction of the dam,
22 reservoir, pipes and facilities, and for this purpose, the Commis-
-23 sioners may contract with utility companies owning, leasing or
24 operating the transmission facilities which are to be relocated and
25 make payments to them. The amount of any relocation
26 assistance payments shall be included as a cost of constructing
27 the reservoir.

SECTION 3. Either before or after acquiring land under
Section 2 which is contiguous to the property, the Commis-
sioners, with the approval of the Conservation Commission of
Cohasset, may from time to time authorize the use of all or part
of such land for conservation or outdoor recreation purposes in
addition to, and consistent with, its use for water supply and
storage purposes. Each authorization by the Commissioners shall
be in writing, shall accurately identify the parcel of land to which
it relates, and shall be filed with the Town Clerk. The custody
and control of such land shall remain in the Commissioners who
may permit the Conservation Commission to operate conserva-
tion and outdoor recreation programs and facilities on such land.
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SECTION 4. If the Commissioners authorize the use of any
land for conservation or outdoor recreation purposes under
Section 3, Cohasset may apply for a state reimbursement under
Section Eleven of Chapter One Hundred Thirty-Two A of the
General Laws, and the Commissioner of Natural Resources may
reimburse Cohasset pursuant to the provisions of that Section,
notwithstanding that said property may be acquired by Cohasset
before any project application is filed or approved. Any
reimbursement received under said Section Eleven and this
Section shall be applied to the payment of the bonds or notes,
including notes issued under Section Six and Seven hereof, which
are issued by Cohasset to finance the acquisition of land, and
which the Commissioners may authorize to be used for conserva-
tion or outdoor recreation purposes in addition to its use for
water supply and storage purposes.
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SECTION 5. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the
law to the contrary, no persons serving in the capacity of a Water
Commissioner of Cohasset, at or after the time of the passage ofi
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4 this Act, shall have any personal liability as a result of the
5 construction and operation of the reservoir and dam as provided
6 for in this Act.

1 SECTION 6. For the purpose of meeting costs to be incurred
2 under Sections 1 and 2, other than costs of operation and
3 maintenance, the Treasurer of Cohasset, with the approval of the
4 Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow on behalf of
5 Cohasset from time to time such sums as may be necessary, not
6 exceeding in the aggregate, Two Million Five Hundred Thousand
7 Dollars, and may issue bonds or notes therefor which shall bear
8 on their face the words Cohasset Water Loan, Act of 1973. Each
9 authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans

10 shall be paid in not more than thirty-five years from their dates.
11 Indebtedness incurred under this Act shall be in excess of any
12 statutory limit, but shall, except as herein provided, be subject to
13 Chapter Forty-Four of the General Laws.

1 SECTION 7. The Treasurer of Cohasset, with the approval of
2 the Board of Selectmen, may also make temporary loans under
3 the provisions of Section Seventeen of Chapter Forty-Four of the
4 General Laws in anticipation of the proceeds of the bonds or
5 notes authorized by Section Six.

1 SECTION 8. Sections Six, Ten, and Eleven of Chapter One
2 Hundred Twenty-Eight of the Acts of Eighteen Hundred and
3 Eighty-Six, as amended, are hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 9. This Act shall take effect upon its passage.








